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Cuther League Review 


Creetings! 


May You ) % = 7 This Christmas 


Proclaim The Glad Tidings 


W hat joy, O Luther Leaguers, when Christmas-tide draws near 
To spread the Christmas spirit, and share our Christmas cheer! 


And oh, what blessed tidings to tell to all the earth! 
Tidings of the Christ Child, of a holy Saviour’s birth. 


Our hands, our feet, our voices, we'll use for Christ our King 
Until the Christmas message through all the world shall ring. 


W hat joy, O Luther Leaguers, His praises e’er to sing! 
What joy, when all the nations proclaim Him as their King! 
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ist Suggestions 


Our Annual Help on the 
International Uniform Lessons 


The Lesson Commentary For Sunday Schools 


It admirably supplements the material provided in our Augsburg 
monthly and quarterly helps. 

Little wonder that it is becoming increasingly pular. Espe- 
cially -since its comprehensive-treatment of each of the Uniform 
lessons does not duplicate the more detailed and verse by verse 
study of our other helps on this lesson course. 

For Each Lesson Six Pages of Helps, including: The Bible 
Text, Lesson Goal, Lesson Plan, Geographical and Historical Set- 
ting, The Lesson Introduced, The Lesson Interpreted, The Lesson 
Applied. Also maps and full-page pictures. 


Cloth, Price $1.75 a copy, postpaid; in quantities of 
five or more at $1.40, delivery extra 
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Designed from Luther’s Coat-of-Arms 
CLASP PINS (large and midget size) 


CGAL oho Bina Waa ie sa ee ee $ .25 

Rolled Gold 3... V-as a 1eeee 50 

Solid" Gold. os. ck a eee 1.00 
PENCIL CLIP with emblem in colors .......... 15 
WATCH FOB with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 

Cross of 

Rolled Gold: Piate*.< 2.00 2.42 eseec es eee -50 

10-Karat Rolled ‘Plate --: 5... 4245503005 1.50 
KEY-RING with Luther seal in oxidized silver ... .15 
BUTTONS (large or midget size) 
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Rolled. Gold ..vincciewsSiccnc ean knee -50 
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SIGNET RING, Solid Gold with emblem in colors 6.00 
WATCH CHARM, Rolled Gold Maltese Cross 


with emblem in’ colors <<... .. ..... seen 5.00 

Solid Gold): <..32ccccdsigitsle axemn eee ee 10.00 
CLASP PIN, gold filled, midget size, with Luther 

League (LL) Guard and Chain <1 202 1.50 
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Special Luther League Testaments 


(Pocket Testament League) 
SPECIAL FEATURES 


Luther League Emblem stamped on front cover, and a ial 
four-page insert on which appears a statement of purpose, Christian 
Customs, My Creed, and a personal membership form. 

No. LL-1. ,Dark Green Flexible Fabrikoid, limp, round corners, 
colored edges, side title in gold; blind-stamped Luther League em- 
blem; 50 cents a copy, postpaid; in lots of 6 or more, at 40 cents, 
postage extra. 

_. No. LL-2. Genuine Leather limp, round corners, gold edges. 
side title and Luther League Emblem stamped in gold; 's1"00 a pees 
postpaid; in lots of 6 or more, at 80 cents, postage extra. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Koom In The Inn 


(By ELSIE KNISLEY) 


Revelry and “Holy Night’ ‘—they just won’t go together, even in the Blue Moon Inn 


HEY called it an inn; the Blue Moon Inn. But 
if an inn is a place of rest and shelter for tired 
travelers, and if a Blue Moon is something 
rare, it was misnamed, for resorts of its kind 

are neither restful nor rare. 

The garish lights of the Blue Moon streamed from 
unshaded windows across the snow. The doors swung 
Open constantly as couples came and went, letting out 
into the clean night a tide of heat and noise and smells. 

It was the evening of December 24. 

Christmas Eve? Oh, yes. But Christ was 
only as a word of profanity on careless lips. 


No one gave a thought to a mother and a Babe in a 
manger and shepherds following a star and a multitude 
of the heavenly host saying: “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


Not a holy day—but a holiday. One of half a dozen 
or so special times of the year that are an excuse for a 
little more license, a little wilder jazz, a little louder in- 
vocation to the popular god, Whoopee. 

A sickly fir tree, ineffectively strung. with electric 
light and tarnished strings of tinsel—a tree that had al- 
ready done a week of premature service in the stuffy 
room—was pushed back into a corner with scant re- 
spect to make room for the swelling crowd of revelers 
who stopped eating and drinking only to dance, and 
stopped dancing only to eat and drink again. 


there 


The floor was crowded with girls whose lips were 
too red and clothes too thin; boys who laughed too loudly 
and smelled of stale tobacco smoke and gin; men with 
weak chins and strong arms; oldish women with dark 
circles under bleary eyes. 

Feet scraped the slippery floor to the rhythm of a 
dance orchestra in a million dollar hotel two thousand 
miles away—music distorted and overamplified by a 
radio tuned in by a tone-deaf waiter in a spotted white 
jacket while he held a loaded tray aloft with the other 
hand. 

Jan Schoonvelt, his maimed right hand opening and 
closing nervously, his shaggy head sunk morosely be- 
tween hunched-up shoulders, leaned against the wall 
near the radio and watched the crowd sullenly. Their 
money jingled in his till) He was the proprietor of the 
noisy, odorous Blue Moon Inn, he, a gentleman and a 
musician. 

His nostrils quivered in rebellion against the 
mingled smell of greasy food and overheated bodies and 
cheap cosmetics. 

“Milling cattle,’ 
with contempt. 

But for what he considered a bitter jest on the part 
of fate, Jan Schoonvelt would have been a great violinist. 


he muttered, his thin lips curling 


“One day, obeying an unselfish impulse, he had thrown 


out his arm to snatch a child from danger, and flying 
glass had cut the tendons that. controlled the supple 
wrist. Never again could he draw a bow across the 
strings of his beloved violin. The music in him, deprived 


of an outlet, made life a bitter draught to be quaffed with 
distaste and contempt. 

“He’s a bad hombre, that one,” a weedy youth called 
Pinky said in an admiring undertone to the painted girl 
in the crook of his arm. “Hle’s got a snowball where his 
heart ought to be, and ice water runs in his veins.” 

The music changed from a nightmare of minor 
chords called “Cottonmouth Blues’—a clamor that made 
the musician grit his teeth in pain—to.a maudlin love 
song that drove dancing couples into closer embrace. 
Drums throbbed like tom-toms in the jungle. Saxophones 
wailed. A tenor voice simpered suggestive words that 
made bold eyes bolder and shy eyes hide themselves 
under lowered lids. ; 

Schoonvelt twisted his face in a wry, mirthless grin. 

Bodies swayed, laughter shrilled, _cups and cutlery 
rattled; Christmas Eve drew toward. its close. 

If Mary and Joseph had stopped at the Blue Moon 
Inn, they would have turned with relief to a’ manger to 
cradle the Holy One. There was no ‘Place ‘there for the 
Christ-child. 

The door swung open, letting in a breath of cold, 
pure air. A fat man with wolfish eyes straggled in, his 
pudgy hand cupped possessively over the elbow of a 
slim, pretty girl whose feet were damp in her thin shoes, 
a girl with an empty stomach and! frightened eyes. He 
led her to a table. While she ‘ate eagerly: he leaned 
toward her and talked in a persuasive undertone. 

Staggering couples drifted out into the night. 

A middle-aged man with a close-cropped mustache 
went to sleep with his head on the table. His woman 
companion cursed him, and fae the abbots 2: to. 
pick his pocket. : 

It was nearing midnight. eee ete kowtowed 
to strident noise. 

The far-away dance orchestra,:to ese pai no melody. 
was sacred, took “The Old Refrain,” that tender composi- 
tion of Kreisler, tore it into shreds of raucous noise and 
tossed it into the garish room. in waves of tuneless jazz. 

This harsh burlesque of something exquisite was 
more than the proprietor could endure. He strode angrily 
to the radio and with a vicious twist of the knob tuned 
out the ear-splitting clamor. He manipulated the dial 
aimlessly, tuning in one station after another, and tuning 
it out again in disgust and impatience. -The dancers 
grumbled at the delay; the necessity of missing a few 
steps in their fevered gyrations. 


“Noise. Nothing but noise!’ Schoonvelt complained, 
wincing. 
Then, softly, strains of sweet music stole into the 


room, music that breathed the spirit of veneration, that 
reached down through the surface froth of impiety and 
stirred the deep waters of reverence in reckless souls. 
As when the voice of the Master said ‘‘Peace, be still” 
to the tempest, the shuffling feet of the dancers came ta 
a stop and a solemn hush fell over them. 

A great singer in a city far away~-was singing the 
sweetest of lullabies, one of the most loved:of all Christ- 
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mas songs. Her beautiful voice, throbbing with sup- 
pressed emotion, flowed over the milling crowd in the 
Blue Moon Inn like a benediction. 

“Silent night, holy night,” she sang softly, in hushed 
tenderness, as a mother to her sleeping babe. 

The weedy youth, Pinky, swallowed a lump in his 
throat. 

“Gee! Ain’t that swell?” he said in a whisper to his 
girl companion. “It makes me think of my mother. She 
used to sing that song to me when I was a kid. It’s 
swell, ain’t it?” 

She nodded her head. Her painted lips trembled. 
“This is a funny way to be spending Christmas,” she 
murmured. “You know at home on Christmas we always 
sang carols and talked about the meaning of Christmas.” 

“So did we,’ Pinky replied. ‘““Whatya say to gettin’ 
out of here?” 

“Angels watch above,’ 
ingly. 

The slim girl tore herself from the arms of the fat 
man. “Let me go,” she gasped. “I’m going home.” 

“They'll turn you out,” he sneered. “It'll be back 
to the street for you.” 

“They won’t turn me away on Christmas Eve. I’m 
going back,” she said. 

The middle-aged, mustached one shook himself from 
his sodden sleep and muttered: “I must go home. It iss 
late. I must take home with me some gifts for mein 
kinder.” 

His woman companion handed back his purse with 
averted eyes. “Here, Dutchie,’ she mumbled, “here’s 
your pocketbook, I took it offa you while you was 
asleep. I was afraid some skirt might rob you. Beat it 
home to your kids. I wish I had some of my own to be 
waitin’ for me this night.” 

A sob tore itself from some reluctant throat. 

The music went on sweetly, doing homage to the 
promised King, the newborn Babe in a manger. 

Jan Schoonvelt brushed tears from his eyes with 
his crippled hand. “Poor souls,” he said to himself. 
“They, too, have their sorrows. They are trying to for- 
get, just as lam. I will clean up this unholy place before 
another Christmas Eve, God willing.” 

“Christ the Saviour is born!” the singer exulted. 
“Christ the Saviour is born!” 

And so Christ entered the Blue Moon Inn on the 
wings of a tranquil song. 


the distant voice sang assur- 


—THE LOOKOUT 


A leading Russian periodical in a recent issue pub- 
lished an editorial containing this statement, “We fought 
against religion, we fight now, and will continue to fight 
until religion disappears from the consciousness of all 
toilers,” 


We may work upon granite and so smooth its sur- 
face that an epitaph will invite itself to be carved therein. 
We may so arrange the parts of steel that the world 
will stand in silence and admiration. We may build sky- 
scrapers that will some day go to a wrecking company, 
but when we study and improve ourselves, we reap for 
ourselves—and we sow for others—something more than 
stone, steel or structures. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE PHONOGRAPH GIRL 

After Kenneth Killinger’s Kamp Meeting he invited 
us to tour his “Mountain White” parish in Southwest 
Virginia. At one bend in the road we noticed a typical 
mountain home, set a few feet from the road, and sur- 
rounded with corn fields. Our camera man wanted to 
stop and get a picture. As he stood ready to snap the 
picture a high-pitched voice came from the corn fields: 

“What are you fellows doing there?” 

“Only taking a picture,” we answered to the light- 
haired girl who came forth. 

‘“Won’t you sit in the doorway while we take it?” 

“All right, but will it shoot?” she said as she pointed 
to the camera. Can you imagine anyone in the United 
States whose eyes haven’t been opened to today’s 
science? 

“No, little girl, nothing will happen.” 

After taking the desired picture we asked if we 
could go inside. She drew aside the burlap which hung 
over the entrance, to admit us. We saw a typical Holly- 
wood exaggeration of a mountain home. For to the 
right, was a space covered with burlap and rags upon 
which Ma and Pa and the kids all slept. No wonder we 
were specifically instructed never to accept overnight in- 
vitations from the hospitable mountain whites. Over 
the sleeping section was an opening with oiled paper 
tacked over it, for light to enter the room. Against the 
rear wall stood a table upon which lay a half loaf of 
bread and a knife, all ready for the next meal. And, 
wonder of wonders, there in the corner next to the en- 
trance was an old-fashioned phonograph and a number 
of cylinder records. 

“Please play your phonograph for us.” 

“Oh, no, I mustn’t. Pop is tired of hearing the same 
records over and over again. He won’t let me until I 
have new records.” 


As we were about to leave our camera-man gave the 
little girl a five-cent piece. She held it in the palm of 
her hand and looking up at us said: 


“Thank you, mister. But what can I do with five 
cents? I never get to town; I never go any place where 
I could spend it.” How we had failed to realize what the 
little girl really wanted. Surely you know her chief in- 
terest by now. So did I, for there flashed through my 
mind childhood memories of the many times I watched 
my uncle change cylinder records on his phonograph. 
Why hadn't I thought of that sooner? 

“Little girl, would you like some new records?” 

“Oh, yes, please. 
again,” 

“Pll send you some when I reach home.” I had no 
more idea of how to get cylinder records than you 
would. My uncle’s phonograph and records had been 
discarded years before. So I just had to tell this story 
wherever I went and, finally someone handed me three 
records to send to the girl before Christmas. Later a 
Luther League collected more records to send to the 
phonograph girl. 

In the springtime I received a little box containing 
mountain flowers and-a card that read: 


I'd be so happy to hear it play 


“Trailing arbutus, the sweetest flowers that grow 
in the mountains”—from the phonograph girl. 
—ALVIN H. SCHAEDI{GER 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


that which was sung by the angels on the fields 

of Bethlehem, when Christ was born, “Glory Be 
to God in the Highest and on Earth Peace, Good Will 
Toward Men.” 

How fitting it was that the birth which the Chris- 
tian world celebrates December 25, should be accom- 
panied by such a glorious outburst of celestial music! 
Fitting, too, that the songs heard on the Judean hills 
should continue to be heard down through the ages! 
Carols, Christmas and Christianity are inseparable. 

Christianity is a religion of joy. It began with an 
angels’ chorus from the skies, and earth has reverberated 
with its echoes ever since. 

May we go back to the time when Mary was visiting 
her kinswoman, Elizabeth, as recorded in the first chap- 
ter of the Gospel of St. Luke, and there find the very 
first Christian Christmas hymn or carol in the beautiful 
words of Mary, known as the “Magnificat,” where Mary 
gives praise to the joy in her heart, “My Soul Doth 
Magnify the Lord.” In that same chapter we find the out- 
pourings of another devout soul, Zacharias, father of the 
forerunner of Christ, who speaks the “Benedictus” at the 
naming of his son, John the Baptist. Words he had often 
spoken, hopefully as a priest, but now knowing that He 
who was promised to Israel was to be born. “To give 
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

Then when that singular honor came to plain humble 
shepherds watching their flocks by night. (An unusual 
thing at that season of the year because it is cold in 
the hills around Bethlehem at that time of year. But 
these were no ordinary sheep. They were sheep for the 
temple, and as such were never to be stabled, but always 
out in the fresh air under the heavens, and, therefore, 
had to be carefully cared for and fires kept going for some 
warmth.) To these was given the honor of hearing the 
angels sing that first “Gloria in Excelsis,” a carol to the 
Christ Child born of Mary in Bethlehem. 

With these heavenly examples as a background, no 
wonder that singing has always been part of our Christ- 
mas celebration. It has inspired men of all nations and 
times to give us words for songs, telling the story of the 
Babe of Bethlehem, the Saviour of all mankind. 

In the early Christian era, about the close of the 
first century, we find Clement of Rome advising the 
Christians to keep the Church festivals, especially the 
day of Christ’s birth. 

In 340 A. D. Aurelius Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 
was born. He was known and beloved as the “father 
of Latin hymnody.” To him we are indebted to what is 
‘probably our oldest Christmas hymn written in metrical 
form, namely, his famous ‘‘Veni, Redemptor Gentium.” 
He introduced hymn singing as part of Church wors!.ip 
and composed about 100 hymns. Luther, who gave the 
world so much of the beauty of the Latin language by 


‘Or: very first carol ever heard by mortal ears was 


Christmas Carols 


How Some of The Carols Originated 
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translating it into the language of the people, liked this 
hymn so much that it was among the first he translated 
into German. William R. Reynolds has given us the 
best English translation, “Come, Thou Savior of our 
race, choicest gift of heavenly grace! O, Thou blessed 
Virgin’s Son, be Thy race on earth begun.” Then fol- 
lowed hymns from the pen of Spanish, Greek and other 
poets during the seventh and eighth centuries. 

To make Christmas more real and re-establish the 
faith in the incarnation, priests became leaders in the 
dramatic world and established manger scenes in their 
Churches, around which the people would gather and 
sing. These scenes advanced until they started to act 
out many stories of the Bible. These were called “mys- 
ter” or “miracle” plays. Then Latin Christmas hymns 
were adapted to secular dance tunes and the folk danced 
and sang around the tableaux. These plays were, no 
doubt, the foundation of our modern drama and the 
added singing paved the way for the opera. St. Francis 
of Assisi, is given credit for putting a figure in a crib to 
represent the Babe of Bethlehem in his endeavor to make 
the story more real. These scenes in time became gro- 
tesque and extravagant exhibitions in the Churches and 
many of the songs and, “carols” composed at this time 
show the combination of the sublime and the ridiculous. 

The Roman Church placed a ban on singing in the 
Churches by the laity in the Middle Ages because of 
too much gayety of the secular type. So little or no 
Church hymns were written. This rule gave new stand- 
ing to the folk melodies of the people. These were used 
with words that came from the hearts of the people and 
were known as “carols.” Luther, himself, was a splendid 
musician and fostered music and singing. One of the best 
types of carols is the “lullaby” or “cradle song.” Luther’s 
“Vom Hummel Hoch Da Komm Ich Her” is an out- 
standing example. In this group of lullaby carols the 
best are those originally written in German, owing to the 
wonderful wealth of diminutives in that language. 

There is a real human interest story attached to this 
fine and rhythmic carol. It shows the sentimental and 
tender care of this strong-charactered man. It was Christ- 
mas eve in 1534 and Luther was engaged in study and 
preparing his sermon for the following day. His good 
wife, Catharine, too, was busy with the many duties of 
a mother in preparation for the holiday. 

She did something many good wives do. She 
knocked at the doctor’s study door and asked him if he 
would mind rocking the cradle of baby Paul, so she 
could get her work finished. Luther obediently took his 
Bible and sat down by the cradle and proceeded to rock 
the babe. Paul soon fell asleep and as Luther looked at 
the sleeping infant his thoughts went back to another 
Christmas eve and a Baby laid in a manger. The rock- 
ing of the cradle gave a rhythm to his thoughts. So in- 
spired, he wrote out the words. He used the words with 
an old folk song which has a good rhythm to accompany 
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them. At Christmas his family sang the carol while he 
played on his lute. 

About this time we find that many of the beautiful 
old carols lost their identity by having secular, political 
or national words fitted to the music, just as the need 
of a good swinging melody arose. Also Church hymns 
were in need of this source of music. So the carol words 
were dropped and the music adapted to other words. 


One familiar old carol that has always been part of 
Christmas is ‘‘Adeste Fideles.” It is dated seventeenth 
century, but there seems to be a division of opinion as 
to its origin. Some even think it was written as early as 
the thirteenth century and was one of the Latin poems 
of St. Bonaventura, Bishop of Albano. He was a learned 
man and a Franciscan friar. The carol is of Roman 
Catholic origin and is part of the processional at the 
Christmas mass. It is thought that it was composed in 
France, as it was used in the Catholic Churches there 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. In 1797 it 
was sung at the Chapel of the Portugese Embassy in 
London and hence reserved the name ‘Portugese Hymn.” 

It was first used in an Anglican Church in 1841, 
when Frederick Oakeley translated it into English for 
his congregation at Margaret Street Chapel, London. 
about singing became a 
splendid pretext for asking alms. In England this cus- 
tom still is strong and is called “waiting.” However, 
done for the pleasure brought to others, it is one of our 
worthwhile Christmas practices. Those going about are 
called “chanters” and they keep alive the old carols which 
give us such pleasure. There are many carols from many 
lands. All are beautiful in their particular way, but there 
is one, however, we all love and without it Christmas 
just wouldn’t be complete. It is the beloved German 
carol, “Stille Nacht, Helige Nacht.” 


THE “WHY” OF CHRISTMAS 
(By Mary J. Galbraith) 

Jesus the Christ (Matt. 16:16) 
Came from H eaven (John 1:1, 2, 14) 
To be our Redeemer (Rey. 5:9) 

I mmanue! (Isa. 7:14) 

S on of God (Matt. 27:54) 
Trinity (Matt. 28:19) 
Was born of Mary (Matt. 1:18) 
Heralded by Angels (Luke 2:8-14) 
The world’s Saviour (John 4:41, 42) 


The custom of going 


His name, 
He was the 
One of the 


WE THANK YOU 
We thank this day for that peace of ours. 
It seems as tho’ we hear 
The bells of peace chime through the hours— 
Giving us comfort, cheer ! 


We thank this day for a ‘“‘Yesterday’— 
A golden “Yesterday!” 
When dark little clouds went rolling away— 
We caught the sun-light’s ray! 
We thank this day for a. “Tomorrow” to come— 
A “To-day,” a “Tomorrow” we will 
Find filled with Love from the Only One 
Who all our longings can still! 
—MADGE OFFERMAN 
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Attention ‘Please ! 


The Missionary Service for the Luther 
League of America 


SsCissionary Day 
Sunday, January 30, 1938 


Prepared by 
MR. ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 


First Vice-President, Luther League of America 
will be ready for free dis- 
tribution, December 20, 1937 


Fook of 


Offering of the evening for the Konnarock 
Medical Center Project 


bo ok fk of 


Send your 


; order to 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

806 Muhlenberg Building 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Protect Your Home from Tuberculosis 
with 


CHRISTMAS SEALS 


~“ 
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S g ntermediate Department 


This being the December issue of the Review it is 
proper and fitting that I greet you with a “Merry 
Christmas.” In doing this I find the date of my general 
greeting to my widely-scattered family to be October 
8th, just two months and seventeen days before Christ- 
mas. In extending this greeting I’m conscious that it 
could be done as well in the January but I 
propose doing it again then. Thus you may be assured 
that I am thinking of you now, then and always. 


Review, 


I was led to write the above because of wanting to 
call your attention to the very fine set of Christmas 
topics appearing in these pages for your study. They 
were written by Rev. Norman M. Schlegel, of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. Pastor Schlegel went to no little trouble to 
gather the material to put into these topics for your 
information and edification. There are three of these 
topics and they contain enough solid material to engage 
your best preparation and study. They should by no 
means be lightly treated or hastily scanned over. 
the with some Intermediate 


As is always habit 


‘Leagues around Christmas time an effort will be made 


by them to get hold of a suitable Christmas pageant for 
presentation before the congregation. In last month’s 
Review I foresaw that desire by suggesting two book- 
lets containing four Christmas plays each. But since 
sending those suggestions to the printer Pastor Schlegel’s 
topics were received. So now I beseech of each of you 
to center your attention on these topics for the Christ- 
mas season. 

So confident am I that you will miss a great op- 
portunity to receive information and instruction on 
three vital. subjects closely interwoven into the Chris- 
tian’s observance of Christmas if you fail to make proper 
use of these topics, that I feel it is right that I take some 
time here to call your attention to them. 

The title of the December 5th topic is, “Our Christ- 
mas Traditions and Customs.” So familiar are the mat- 
ters treated in this topic by Pastor Schlegel that when 
you hear of them now you will surely want to study about 
them later. When I tell you that “Cookies,” those de- 
licious, crisp, all-shaped, sugared, crunchy, many-colored 
bits of dough Mother makes by the cans-ful before 
Christmas, is the subject of one of the Christmas cus- 
toms, you'll surely want, to dive into the study ot the 
entire topic as greedily as Father dips those same cookies 
into his coffee at breakfast time. Yes, “Cookies” are in 
that first topic in December. And that’s not all. You will 
also find “Gifts,” “The Christmas Tree,” “The Nursery,” 
“Caroling,” and even “Santa Claus’—all coming in for 
their rightful consideration as customs of our Christmas. 

But behind all these familiar names Pastor Schlegel 
has told a story no ’teen age boy or girl wants to miss 


hearing about. a 
The title of the December 12th topic is, “Great 


Madonnas.” Of course, you know the meaning of these 


two words. Oh, don’t you? They have reference to those 
pictures painted many many years ago that show Jesus 
and His Mother. The word “Madonna” is an italian 
word meaning “My Lady.” It particularly refers to The 
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Virgin Mary; a painting or statue of the Virgin, usually 
with the Infant Jesus. 

Several of the most popular and beautiful pictures 
telling the story of Jesus’ birth have been selected by the 
writer and have received searching and detailed study. 
P'll not attmept to add anything to what he has already 
prepared for you in the topic. But I do want to advise 
you here and now to appoint a committee of three from 
your League to look into this topic and to make the 
necessary preparations in advance in securing copies of 
the pictures under study, so that when you come to the 
meeting on the 12th you'll be enabled to get the most 
out of their study as possible. Won’t you please do this? 
It isn’t fair to Pastor Schlegel or to yourselves to come 
to League unprepared for a study of this topic. 

The topic for the third Sunday in December is 
“Christmas Carols.” Here again we are taken into a 
rich and fruitful study of that phase of Christmas wor- 
ship which is enjoyed equally by the child and old age, 
by the rich and the poor, by the sinner and the saint, 
and by all nations on the face of the earth. And here 
again you are warned in advance to give this topic your 
utmost thought and preparation. I’d suggest that you 
appoint a committee with instructions to proceed as told 
above. 

In conclusion, may I also suggest that you secure 
copies of the Intermediate Quarterly Helps as aids to a 
fuller study of the three topics mentioned above. Write 
to headquarters for as many copies as there are members 
in your League, if you are not already subscribers. 

My wish and prayer is that you will profit as much 
and more from these topics as did I in their proof- 
reading. 

May these topics help to lead you to the Manger of 
the Christ Child with the same joy and certainty that 
brought the Shepherds there two thousand years ago. 


Affectionately, 


a ae ee oe 


You like being a part of the Luther esis of 
America, don’t you? 


Wouldn’t it be fine if all your friends could be in 
on the Luther League program? 


Here’s one way to win them— 


Give them “The Luther League Review” as 
a Christmas Gift. 


San aie hee Shen ae 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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Clnnouncing the 
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OF AMERICA 


( Each Local Luther League fulfilling all of the following requirements 
before December 31, 1938 will have its name placed upon the Luther 
5 League Honor Roll as an Honor League and will receive appropri- 

¢ ate recognition from THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


x Keguitements 


EY 1. The use of at least 36 Luther League Topics during the year. 


> Xs 
5 2. Observing of special Luther League Days, namely: : 

~ 
BY (a) Missionary Day, January 30, 1938 % 
BS (b) Pocket Testament League Day, February 27, 1938 % 
EY (c) Life Service Day, May 1, 1938 ie 
ES (d) Luther League Day, September 25, 1938 s 
BY 3. A Club subscription to the Luther League Review (A Luther League renewing its 
Bf Club subscription or becoming a Club subscriber before December 31, 1938. A Club & 


Bf constitutes five or more subscriptions.) ke 


a 4. Meeting the missionary quota of the biennium for Konnarock Medical Center before ie 
BS December 31, 1938. a 
is 

5 . ‘ee : Xe 
| 5. One Sustaining Membership to the Luther League of America in the name of the s 
Local Luther League for the sum of $5.00 or more before December 31, 1938. sg 


> : . ‘ 
KS = §866. Annual increase in membership of 10%. iQ 


BY 67. Sending an official delegate to a Luther League Convention in 1938. Ke 


(MMB Detach this page and post upon Luther League or Church Bulletin Board “3a 
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Financial Reports 


The books of the Treasurer of the 
Luther League of America close 


DECEMBER 30, 1937 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1 to October 30, 1937 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
4—Nor. California - $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 
7—So. California . 55.00 55.00 30.00 $25.00 
Columbia District 23.00 23.00 15.00 3.00 $5.00 
Connecticut HODUAD 35.00 15.00 15.00 ’ ‘ 
2—Florida a feudadenis 15.00 21.00 15.00 1.00 5.00 
§ i ccorsia-Alabama 55.00 62.00 40.00 7.00 15.00 
INGA Deane nec 150.00 34.00 5.00 14.00 15.00 
linvehehetite age Sabe 50.00 9.00 5.00 4.00 
pee BR aamaretelas pun eos nee Seae 21.00 15.00 6.00 
Roce Teammate asa asa isoo | 
3—Maryland aie odes 190.00 249.00 190.00 49.00 10.00 
5—Michigan ...... 25.00 33.00 27.00 6.00 
Mid-West ........ 45.00 
Minnesota Sore nee 45.00 21.00 5.00 16.00 
Mississippi ........ 10.00 
Nebraska. coon ee 85.00 43.00 40.00 3.00 
9—New Jersey .... 85.00 85.00 45.00 35.00 5.00 
News York yaar 315.00 211.00 145.00 56.00 10.00 
North Carolina 360.00 115.00 70.00 15.00 30.00 
(CUNOY opgadosasa ee 210.00 171.00 155.00 6.00 10.00 
<a Northwest 20.00 25.00 20.00 5.00 
ennsylvania .....% 1,510.00 1,200. 
= Er gece ee ree 0.00 660.00 158.00 382.00 
6—South Carolina 275.00 296.75 130.00 28.00 138.75 
Mexacilhets 2.062 na 40.00 36.00 20.00 11.00 5.00 
Marea | oe carne e 240.00 127.00 90.00 22.00 15.00 
West Virginia 55.00 20.00 20.00 
Wisconsin) 20% ote .s 35.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Me avine | ote. cic.e oo 14.00 5.00 9.00 
$2,939.75 $1,802.00 $482.00 $655.75 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


October, 1937 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 30 

Don Spindt 

Altred R. Zipf 

Elwyn Judd 

Miss Isis Renner 

Freeman Thorpe 

Miss Edna Thorpe 

Dr. Ezra Thorpe 


CANADA, total 10 
Norman Berner 
Ernest Berner 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 7 
CONNECTICUT, total 3 
FLORIDA, total 5 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 16 
Peter G. Schaefer, by Ascension Senior Luther League, Savannah 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Savannah 


ILLINOIS, total 18 
INDIANA, total 4 
Miss Naomi Bodenberg 
IOWA, total 9 
KANSAS, total 5 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 3 
MARYLAND, total 71 
MICHIGAN, total 10 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA, total 17 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW JERSEY, total 40 
Miss Mildred F. Hough , 
St. John’s Senior Luther League, Passaic 
NEW YORK, total 75 
Howard Logan 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 35 
OHIO, total 29 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 2 
ESB Si er eps 350 rae 
St. James Luther. League, Jewe i 
pier of Lancaster District Luther League, Memorialized by 
Lancaster District Luther League Sai 
Mrs. George Overmiller, by Junior’ Department, York District 


Luther League ] Fd, 
Miss Lowe Wakley, by Intermediate Department, York District 


Luther League 


Page Seven 


Vincent Gingerich 
Luther D. March 
Mrs. Paul Leiphart 
Miss Kathryn EF. Markel 
Miss Dorothy Doll 
Miss Ruth A. Heckaman, by Union Luther League, York 
Lewis A. Kohn 
L. R. Hobaugh 
Mrs. Robert Bader, Memorialized by Trinity Luther League, 
Pottsville 
Miss Martha Sengel 
Christ’s Luther League, Schuylkill Haven 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 80 
Rev. C. K. Derrick, by St. Andrew’s Intermediate Luther League, 
Charleston 
Rev. T. F. Suber, by Church of Incarnation, Columbia 
TEXAS, total 16 
VIRGINIA, total 42 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 


WISCONSIN, total 2 


DUES REPORT 
November 2, 1937 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
12—Northern California $28.75 $28.75 $2.50 $2.50 
15—Southern California.. 86.00 86.00 4.00 4,00 
13—Columbia District 38.50 38.50 
9—Connecticut ......... 48.50 48.50 14.00 14.00 
Q=—P )Orida, ie cace ne cwiy oe 22.50 22.50 3.80 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 79.50 39.75 14.80 7.40 
MGs AckkeGn copunnooRe 231.25 121.25 35.00 15.70 
1J——Tndiatiay moc clear. 77.50 77.50 9.50 9.50 
Ao TOWA oo ciceii areca apes 76.25 76.25 12.00 12.00 
IME! Aeneas do ouaancoD 116.25 63.13 6.50 3.25 
14—-Kentucky-Tennessee . 48.00 48.00 3.00 3.00 
7J—Maryland ...-....+++- 297.00 297.00 54.30 54.30 
Michigan ile sc micest 1 Seren ee 6.20 6.00 
Mid-West .....0.--seceee < : 
Minnesota umercceie ce coer 70.40 35.10 12.50 6.25 
Mississippi Ga. pee en 12.50 11.00 
Nebraska) aseemerme: sacs 126.00 92.70 16.70 
5—New Jersey ......--- 128.50 128.50 36.20 36.20 
New = Work vee croc atenetar are 485.00 117.72 126.50 48.65 
6—North Carolina ...... 558.50 558.50 67.40 67.40 
(Olam acoso omeneodomcos 325.00 243.78 20.00 15.03 
1—Pacific Northwest .... 29.00 29.00 6.20 6.20 
Pennsylvania ..........- 2,356.50 1,963.78 238.50 238.50 
10—Rocky Mountain .... 20.00 20.0 
South) Carolinal....% a 423.75 317.56 52.50 44.10 
Mexaisn Satan wienesreieiateve rie 55.00 27.50 7.50 3.76 
Wik @igta bana wlelgtecnerals eae serae aa ae 
3—West Virginia ....... 81.0 é : i 
seaWiscansin Prot ee 51.25 51.25 11.20 11.20 
$6,343.40 $4,959.86 $782.10 $627.62 


MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
November 2, 1937 


Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ...... $50.00 
Southern California .. 148.00 
Columbia District . 67.00 
Connecticut ... 84.00 
Florida, 0.000 39.00 
Georgia-Alabama 137.00 
Illinois 398.00 $26.00 
Indiana 134.00 
Towa aie. 132.00 
ThanisAgiey sieislecieistsciecs 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 83.00 
Maryland 511.00 
Michigan .. 60.00 
Mid-West .. 113.00 
Minnesota .... 120.00 
Mississippi ... 22.00 
Nebraska ..... 217.00 
New Jersey 221.00 10.00 
new as peat peties 20.00 
ort arolina i 
Ohiowweasrds deo sree 559.00 100.00 
Pacific Northwest 50.00 
Pennsylvania .... 4,053.00 
Rocky Mountain . 35.00 
South Carolina 729.00 
ROXAS) Mecasateraaisierare esc © 95.00 
WATE IEY AlonooDondD - 639.00 
West Virginia ...-...cec. 140.00 
WISCONSIN ..cceecesecves 89.00 
Offering—Junior Rally, 
Springfield ......sseeee $8.00 
Offering—Inter. Rally, 
Springfield ......-.s++- $14.00 
$10,921.00 $156.00 $14.00 $8.00 
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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 


5—Topic: Some Beautiful Lives of To- 
day. Christmas Preparations Com- 
pleted—Plans Begun 


December 12—Topic: Some Beautiful Lives In 
The Church 


December 19-—Topic: Missionary, “Broken Guns” 
December 26—Christmas Meeting 

12-Point Program—Point 6—Something for Others 
Complete “Broken Guns’’ 

Get “Famous Children of Story Book Land”—50c 
Send for a list of the New 1938 Topics 

Order the New Program Packet—40 cents 


December 


Are you making Christmas real to your Juniors by 
having them share with others? Here is the story of 


A Christmas Party in July 
as told by Miss Myrtle Rogers, of Springfield, Ohio. 
(The Junior Leaguers throughout the Luther League of 
America combined in sending dolls and toys to the chil- 
dren of the Oesterlen Home at the time of the national 


convention) : 


“The Juniors had a creditable share in the National Convention 
of the Luther League of America held in Springfield, Ohio, July 5th 
to 9th. And the Juniors at Oesterlen Home were not in the least 
forgotten. In fact, it seemed on Thursday aiternoon as if our boys 
and girls were in the Land of Make-Believe, with Christmas coming 
in July. 

That a Christmas! For it is not the time of year, but the 
Spirit of Christ in the heart that makes a real Christmas, with 
everyone loving as He taught us to love, especially His dear little 
ones. 
Little girls’ eyes grew big and round and shone like stars. Little 
boys grew quiet, hushed by the expectant anticipation which gleamed 
in happy, smiling faces! What, wonder! Did anyone ever behold 
such an array of lovely gifts on any day except the twenty-fifth of 
December? 5 

Nevertheless, there they were, in the bright warm sunshine of 
July, on the fresh green lawn beside the friendly weeping willow! 
Children, gifts, sumshine, shade—and Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, our 
National Junior Secretary, the finest kind of a Santa Claus repre- 
senting many Junior Luther Leagues throughout our fair land. 

There were dolls for all the little girls—big dolls, little dolls, 
baby dolls, foreign dolls—in short, dolls of every description, aiming 
to please the fancies of most any child—all decked in fine linens, 
silks, and splendid ribbons. What stories these dolls might have re- 
lated, describing the fun, chatter, adventure, love, which entered 
into the preparing of their daintiy selves for their new mistresses! 
For Junior Leagues in Michigan and in Pennsylvania, in Georgia, 
and in California, in Canada, and in Puerto Rico, and everywhere in 
between, all had had a great time putting in hours of affectionate 
work in preparing, packing and sending them. 

For the boys there were airplanes, tops, marbles, kites. 
Crayons, pencils, tablets, books, games, balls, found their way into 
the proud possession of each lad and lassie. Texas and New York 
and Pennsylvania Junior Leaguers joined in sending these toys, and 
it is a question who had more fun, the girls who prepared the dolls, 
the boys who gathered the toys, or these Juniors who received them! 

It really would have been worth a great deal in inspiration to 
many Senior Leaguers and adults to have witnessed this wonderful 
Christmas Party which began with games on the green, followed by 
a delicious picnic supper in which not only the Oesterlen family, but 
also about fifty visiting Juniors from Springfield participated. 

When hunger was completely satisfied for the time being, 
thanks to the kind hospitality of, the Oesterlen staff, all sat on a 
green, shady spot and heard again the ever new and much loved 
story of the First Christmas as related by Miss Myrtle Rogers, under 
the title of “The Shepherd Boy Who Stayed.” Singing of Christmas 
cae and prayer brought all present a little closer to the Blessed 

rist. 

We know He was close beside us giving [lis blessing not only 
to those receiving, but blessing also all those beholding, and those 
Juniors and their leaders far away in body, but with us in spirit and 
love, in all parts of the Luther League of America, who had helped 
to make this, happiness possible. May He ever bless the little ones 
at Oesterlen Home, their kind ones who care so tenderly for them in 
their fine family, and those other dear ones far away who love them 
as their own brothers and sisters in Christ.’ 


A Christmas in Puerto Rico 
Would you like to, spend-C€hristmas in Puerto Rico? 


uUnIor Department 
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Here is the story of Christmas there, as told by our 


missionary. Rev. William G. Arbaugh: 


“It is Christmas Eve in Puerto Rico, and the Munez family 
is celebrating after the Spanish manner. Uncle Pablo and his family 
have come to visit. The men smoke and chat on the porch while the 
children play, sing and arrange the figures of the persons and beasts 
in the “pesebre’’ (Bethlehem stable scene) in the corner of the 
living room. . 

Pepito and his cousin Miguel shoot some Christmas fireworks in 
the yard. The women busy themselves in caring for the younger 
children and in preparation for the supper. From time to time men 
and boys with guitars and “‘maracas” (gourd rattles) stroll by, each 
group stopping at, the door to sing a carol or two and collect the 
expected “‘aguinaldo’”’ (Christmas favor). 

Most of the family attends the Lutheran Christmas Play, in 
which Miguel has the part of a shepherd, and Pepito and Fernandita 
sing in the angel chorus. The play is beautiful, and the Church is 
adorned with flowers and plants of many kinds. Returnings home 
afterwards, the family waits for some friends who are expected aiter 
the midnight ‘“‘misa del gallo” (mass of the cock) in the Roman 
Catholic Church on the plaza. It is the one occasion of the year 
when the worshippers tend to become noisy. 

Carols are sung by lusty voices to the accompaniment of guitars 
and “maracas.””’ We hear the song: 

Shepherds to Bethlehem hasten with rejoicing, 
For there tonight was born the Son of Mary. 
O Jesus waits there for us. 

Then come, let us take honey and sweets 
To offer there to the Child Emmanuel. 

We shall go to see the new-born Babe. 

We shall go to see the Child Emmanuel. 


For the following carol the music becomes more plaintive: 
Mother, at the door there is a Child 
More beautiful than the splendid sun; 
Weeping He comes and dying of cold. 
No doubt for want of clothing. 
Then tell Him to enter and warm Himself; 
In this land charity is still to be found. 


The Child enters and warms Himself: 

Having made Him warm and comfortable, 
The good woman asks that He tell 

From what country and Kingdom He is come. 
My Father is of Heaven and my Mother, too; 
I have descended to earth to suffer here. 


Supper is ready. A great platter of rice and chicken, exquisitely 
seasoned, is steaming hot. and two large bowls are filled with chick 
peas and potatoes. The children shout with joy at the sight of the 
great platter of “pasteles.” For dessert there is the usual Christmas 
pastry and Spanish nougat. The meal is finished when the incom- 
parable Puerto Rico coffee has been served. After a while the guests 
depart and the children go to bed—but not to dream of new toys on 
the morrow. Not yet! 

The great gift day in Puerto Rico is the Day of the Kings. on 
January sixth. On Epiphany Eve the children Prepare little boxes 
or baskets of grass tor the camels of the Three Kings. When the 
children are asleep come Gaspar, Melchoir and Balthazar, out of the 
East with gifts to delight little hearts. As they unpack the gifts 
the camels gratefully eat the grass that was left for them. 

It seems that Santa Claus and the Magi have divided the Chris- 
tian world between them, the Wise Men coming on their camels to 
tropical lands where Santa’s sleigh would get stuck and his rein- 
deer would suffer from the heat. 


Christmas Worship 
What is the real meaning of Christmas? How will 
you interpret it to your Juniors? 


_. (The Lancaster District, Pennsylvania, Juniors, under the 
guidance of, Miss Selma Bergner, shared this service several years 
ago in Trinity, Ephrata Church, with the Junior Leagues of Advent, 
Lancaster ; St. John’s, Lancaster; Emmanuel, Lancaster; Trinity, 
Coatesville; and Trinity, Ephrata, participating in the program. So 
deeply impressed was the Tanioe Secretary and so indelibly was it 
fixed in her memory, that she still passes it on as a suggestion, be- 
lieving: all the superintendents will find it worth-while.) 

We entered a dimly-lighted Church—a Church filled with Tunior 
Leaguers to the number of three hundred and fifty. a 

White Advent coverings adorned the altar. The chancel rails 
were completely covered with white. In one corner stood a Christ- 
mas tree, dazzling white, on a table covered with white. an electric 
star over it. Along the chancel rail, at regular intervals, were ar- 
ranged small white Christmas bulbs. White flowers filled the altar 
vases. 

The organist was leading in a carol service, and breathlessly and 
reverently the Juniors sang in succession, “The First Noel,” “Joy 
To tes World,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” and other familiar 
carols. 

_A_ processional, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” led by a Junior 
choir in white vestments. was followed by a prayer by one of the 
Juniors. that we might catch a vision of the real meaning of Christ- 
a Saibee Juniors then read the Christmas story from the Gospel of 
St. Luke, 4 

A leader of a Junior 
Christmas—the gift of 
“Her Birthday Dream” 


group told us of the real meaning of 
God’s only Son—finishing with the story, 
(from “Christmas Legends and Stories— 
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Curtiss) showing that Christmas is His birthday and to Him must 
we give the gifts. : , 

A group of Juniors next gave the pageant, ‘“Emblems of Christ- 
mas” (from Junior Topics Booklet No. 16) the message of the tree, 
the star, the Church bells, the evergreens, interspersed with fitting 


~ music, following in rapid succession. 


A leader showed us twelve beautiful pictures of the Christmas 
story (some ten cent size Perry pictures, others the large colored 
twenty cent pictures available from our United Lutheran Publication 
House), with a few words about each; the Juniors eagerly receiving 
a message of the season from each one. 

Another leader told a story for the smaller ‘‘Little Leaguers”— 
Stee and the Wooden Shoe” (from ‘‘Christmas Legends and 

ories’’). 

And another leader told of the White Gift of Cathay legend— 
“The Legend of the White Gifts” (from the same book), how Christ- 
mas must be shared, and of the celebration of Christmas in Puerto 
Rico and the coming of the Tl.ree Kings there. 

_ Gathering round the white tree a group of Juniors sang ‘Silent 
Night, Holy Night,” a Junior led in a worship service of thanks 
for Christmas, and one by one a representative from each Junior 
League came forward with a white envelope containing the League’s 
gift for the Juniors in Fuerto Rico. 

The Benediction and a recessional hymn, and our worship 
through song, picture, story and charing, was over. 

Santa Claus? Tinsel and ornaments? Crowds in stores? Hustle 
and bustle? Worry? What will I get? These Juniors will look 
forward to Christmas as a time of stars, a song in the air, of the 
Babe of Bethlehem, a time of sharing with others, the joy of wor- 
shipping the New Born King! 


Christmas Enrichment Material 
Use some of this to make your meetings meaning- 
ful to the Juniors: 


Pamphlet: ‘‘Making Christmas Real to the Juniors—5 cents. 

Book: ‘“‘Christmas’”—from library. 

Pamphlet: “‘Christmas Customs in Many Lands—5 cents— 
from Reformed Board, 416 Schaeff Building, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Christmas Pictures 
The Star of Bethlehem—Tarrant 
The Star of Bethlehem—Margaret Tarrant 
The Announcement to the Shepherds—Plockhorst 
Arrival of the Shepherds—LeRolle 
Sistine Madonna-—Raphael 
O Little Town of Bethlehem—Taylor 
Announcement to the Shepherds—Copping 
Three Wise Men—Taylor 
Holy Night—Corregio 
Madonna—Ferruzzi 


Christmas Books 

(Get these from library and tell some stories.) 
Good Stories for Great Holidays—Olcott 
Stories Children Need—Bailey 
For the Children’s Hour—Bailey 
Why The Chimes Pang and Other Stories—Alden 
For the Story Teller—Lindsay ‘ 
Christmas Legends and Stories—Curtiss . 
Children’s Book of Christmas Stories—Dickinson 
Everywhere, Everywhere, Christmas Tonight—Brooks 
A Christmas Carol—Dickens 


Christmas Stories 
These may be told: 

Why the Chimes Rang (from book of same title)—Alden 

Legend of the Christmas Rose—Selma Lagerloff 

Peon he St. Christopher (from the Children’s Hour) 
—Baile 

Where Love Is There God Is Also—Tolstoi 

Gretchen and the Wooden Shoe (from Children’s Book of 
Christmas Stories) x , 

Babouscka (from Christmas Legends and Stories)—Curtiss 

The Jar of Rosemary (from The Story Teller)—Lindsay 

The Shepherd Who Didn’t Go—Jay Stocking 

How ‘Teresa and Carlita Helped the Three Kings (from 
Children of Sea and Sun)—Wagner 


Christmas Hymns 


One of the never-forgotten experiences of childhood is to sing the 
hymns of the Church. Teach all the Christmas hymns and let them 
become part of the Junior’s heritage. 


Handwork 
The First Christmas Cut-Out—A Manger Scene $1.00 
Christmas Story Hand Work Color Cards .... 15 
Wise Men Story Hand Work Color Cards ...... ail 
Posters to Build—Christmas or Winter ........ VAS} 
A New Christmas Poster to Build ............ 25 
Christ Child Posters to Paste, Cut and Color .. 50 
Holy Night Panel Posters ........-+++++e0: 50 


FOR THE LITTLE LEAGUERS 


A Program: Tell Us, What Is Christmas ?—35 cents 
Hymns: “Away In A Manger” e ‘a 
“Little Children Can You Tell?” - 
“Why Do pote vox ete Ring? 
ictures: Everybody’s Brother—Tarran 
i Little Hades Outstretched to Bless—Tarrant 
The Madonna of the Chair ee 
Stories: The Baby Jesus, from ‘I Wonder”’—Munkres 
Books: The Little Lord Jesus—Chalmers-Entwistle : 
The Song That Shepherds Heard—Chalmers-Entwistle 
The Star of the King—Chalmers-Entwistle 
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The Roll of Honor Leagues 

This is the first opportunity we have had to report 

the Honor Leagues for this year—those who made eight 

or more points on the Twelve Point Program—to whom 
certificates, have been awarded. 


It is quite an accomplishment to attain all these 
points and we wonder how many Senior Leagues reach 
all! Here they are 


Use of Junior Topics 

Use of Junior Program Packet 
Officers—Juniors 

Juniors take part in meeting 

One public program a year 
Something for others 

Joint meeting with Senior or Intermediate League 
50% Daily Bible readers 

Juniors at conventions or rallies 
Contribution to Missionary Objective 
11. Junior Reading Course read 

12. Sustaining Membership taken 


These Junior Leagues have accomplished eight 
points and are Black Star Junior Leagues: 


Gethsemane, Indianapolis, Ind. 

St. Peter’s, Evans City, Pa. 

St. James, New Dundee, Ontario, Canada 
St. John’s, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Salem, Reamstown, Pa. 

Ascension, Lancaster, Pa. 

St. Luke’s, San Antonio, Texas 

Zion, Williamsburg, Pa. 

Trinity, DuBois, Pa. 

Sion, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 

Divino Salvador, Catano, Puerto Rico 
St. Mark’s-Mt. Zion, Rohrersville, Md. 
Trinity, Woodbury, N. J. 

St. Stephen’s, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

St. Luke’s, Reading, Pa. 

Grace, Royersford, Pa. 

Holy Trinity, Italian, Erie, Pa. 
Trinity, Bedford, Pa. 

Bethlehem, Philadelphia, Pa. 

First, Vandergrift, Pa. 


Those attaining nine points and becoming Red Star 
Leagues are: 


First, Shelby, Ohio 

Zion, Stone Creek, Ohio 

St. John’s, Westville, N. J. 

Messiah, Mifflintown, Pa. 

St. John’s, Union City, N. J. 

Trinity, Lemoyne, Pa. 

Grace, Shillington, Pa. 

St.. John’s, Passaic, N. J. 

Trinity, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 

First United, Dallas, Texas 

Peace, Vernon, Texas 

pouladelphe, Swiss Alps, Texas 

Salem, Fremont, Neb. ; 
Lutheran Settlement, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Bethany, Altoona, Pa. 

St. John’s, Clearfield, Pa. 

St. John’s, East Mauch Chunk, Pa. 
St. Paul’s, Puerta de Tierra, Puerto Rico, 
Santisima Trinidad, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
El Buen Pastor, Monteflores, Puerto Rico 
St. Mark’s, Uniondale, Ind. 

Luther Memorial, Baltimore, Md. 

First, Albemarle, N. C. 

St. Peter’s, Allentown, Pa. 

Grace, Allentown, Pa. 

Christ, Spangsville, Pa. 

Augsburg, Harrisburg, Pa. 

St. James, Jewett, Ohio 

Reformation, Columbia, S. C. 


The ten point White Star Leagues: 


First, Mansfield, Ohio ~ 
Fourth, Springfield, Ohio 

St. Paul’s, Middlebury, Ind. 
St. John’s, Centre Square, Pa. 
Grace, Rochester, Pa. 

Christ, Stone Church, Pa. 
Redeemer, Houston, Texas 
Mt. Zion, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Christ, West Newton, Pa. 
Zion, Leacock, Pa. 

Christ, Birmingham, Ala. 
Ascension, Savannah, Ga. 
First, Nashville, Tenn. 
Trinity, West Baltimore, Md. 
Calvary, Baltimore, Md. 
Bethel, Detroit, Mich. 

Grace, Camden, N. J, 
Redeemer, Utica, N. Y. 
Ascension, Franklin Square, N. Y. 
Holy Trinity, New York City 
Orphan Home, Topton, Pa. 

Peace, Riverside, Reading, Pa. 
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St. Mark’s, Conshohocken, Pa. 
St. Stephen’s, Erie, Pa. 
Grace, Butler, Pa. 

First, Mifflinburg, Pa. 
Christ, York, Pa. 

Trinity, York, Pa. 


These attained eleven points and received Blue Star 


Certificates: 
Christ, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
First, Beach City, Ohio 
Holy Trinity, Flint, Mich. 
Zion, Harrisburg, Pa. 
St. John’s, Nazareth, Pa. 
Memorial, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Grace, Altoona, Pa. 
Christ—Second, Altoona, Pa. 
Hope, Reading, Pa. 
Grace, Louisville, Ky. 
St. Paul’s, DuBois, Pa. 
People’s, Chicago, Ill. 
Evangelical, Frederick, Md. 
Redeemer, Buffalo, N. Y. 
St. Andrew’s, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Zion, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. Joseph’s, Allentown, Pa. 
St. Stephen’s, Allentown, Pa. 
St. Michael’s, Sellersville, Pa. 
Trinity, Hooversville, Pa. 
St. Peter’s, Italian, Phila., Pa. 


And these 35 Junior Leagues we congratulate on 
making all twelve points on the Honor Roll and becom- 
ing Gold Star Leagues: 


Trinity, Norristown, Pa. 
First, Bryan, Ohio 

St. James, Cleveland, Ohio 
Glenwood, Toledo, Ohio 
Trinity, Canton, Ohio 

St. Luke’s, Springfield, Ohio 
Grace, Red Lion, Pa. 

Grace, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
St. James, Allentown, Pa. 
Grace, Reading, Pa. 

First, Warren, Pa. 

Our Saviour, Jersey City, Pa. 
Christ, Baltimore, Md. 
Alsace, Reading, Pa. 
Trinity, Victoria, Texas 
First, Galveston, Texas 
Fourth, Altoona, Pa. 

Temple, Altoona, Pa. 

St. John’s, Juniata, Pa. 
First, Philipsburg, Pa. 

Grace, Bellwood, Pa. 
Ebenezer, Columbia, S. C. 
St. John’s, Mohnton, Pa. 
Trinity, Rochester, N. Y. 
Holy Trinity, Hollis, N. Y. 
Christ, New York City 

Zion, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Trinity, Memorial, Allentown, Pa. 
Trinity, Johnstown, Pa. 
Trinity, Ephrata, Pa. 

St. Peter’s, Pittston, Pa. 
Apostles, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Orphan Home, Zelienople, Pa. 
Christ, Dallastown, Pa. 

St. James, St. Jacob’s, Ontario, Canada 


44 News From 


INDIANA : 
The Northeastern District met in Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Fort Wayne, for their Fall Rally, October 10th, with Rev. Paul 
W. Hanshue, Rev. Luther A. Gotwalt and Mr. Merle Abbot on the 


program. Mr. Howard W. Habig presided. 

The State League is cooperating in the National Promotional 
Program of the U. L. C. A. in aiding to promote the regional 
meetings. 


REV. ALLEN K. TROUT 


MARYLAND 


“Lead On, O King Eternal,” To Deepened Personal Convic- 
tions, To An Awakened Social Conscience, The Day of March Has 
Come. To the theme of such stirring words the Sixteenth Annual 
Convention of the Luther League of the Maryland Synod met in 
Christ Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Maryland, September 4-6. 

In his address, Rev. John L. Deaton, D.D., Pastor of the host 
Church, suggested that the Leaguers could deepen their personal 
convictions by much use of the Bible, by obeying the will of God 
concerning secret prayer by living pure lives and by serving diligently. 

Rev. Charles B, Foelsch, Ph.D., of Sunbury, Pa., speaking on 
“An Awakened Social Conscience,” stated: “We need a new con- 
sciousness of the majesty and sacredness of God. We need a sense 
of the majesty of God, a consciousness of Christ, and a sense of 
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And we also congratulate these Little Leaguers—39 
of them—who reached a place on their Five Point 


Standard: 
Red 


St. Andrew’s, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
St. John’s, Shiremanstown, Pa. 


White 


Peace, Vernon, Texas 

Hope, Reading, Pa. : 
St. Paul’s, Puerto de Tierra, Puerto Rico, 
Santisima Trinidad, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
El Buen Pastor, Monteflores, Puerto Rico 
Evangelical, Frederick, Md. 

Trinity, Hooversville, Pa. 

Grace, Shillington, Pa. 

Glenwood, Toledo, Ohio 


Blue 


Fourth, Altoona, Pa. 

Grace, Altoona, Pa. 

Grace, Allentown, Pa. 

Zion, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa. 
First, Miamisburg, Ohio 
St. Luke’s, Springfield, Ohio 
St. James, Cleveland, Ohio 
Grace, Reading, Pa. 


Gold 
Trinity, Victoria, Texas 
Evangelical Redeemer, Houston, Texas 
Lutheran Settlement, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sion, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
Grace, Camden, N. J. 
Trinity, Rochester, N. Y. 
St. Stephen’s, Allentown, Pa. 
St. Joseph’s, Allentown, Pa. 
Trinity, Norristown. Pa. 
Christ, Stone Church, Pa. 
Christ, West Newton, Pa. 
Trinity, Johnstown, Pa. 
Trinity, Ephrata, Pa. 
St. Peter’s, Pittston, Pa. 
St. Peter’s, Italian, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Orphan Home, Zelienople, Pa. 
Trinity, York, Pa. 
St. James, St. Jacob’s, Ontario, Canada 
St. Paul’s, Middlebury, Ind. 
Alsace, Reading, Pa. 
Zion, Syracuse, N.Y. 


Plan your work and make Christmas real to these 
boys and girls. And may the joys of the season abide 
with you throughout the year. 


The happy Christmas comes once more, 
The heavenly Guest is at the door, 

The blessed words the shepherds thrill, 
The joyous tidings, “Peace, good-will.” 


Your Junior Secretary, 


Some States aX 


—_———. ——qxocr— om 


living. We need to be stirred out of our complacency. The Church 
which comes to terms with a sinful world is a doomed Church. 
Let the Church with enthusiasm be concerned with world problems 
and awaken the world to its conscious influence in the world.” 


The banquet speaker, Dr. James C. Kinard, President of New- 
berry College, Newberry, S. C., speaking on “The Day of March 
Has Come,” declared that: ‘‘We are marching with joy, with joy, 
with design, the conquering crusaders of the cross. The man who 
can look out at the turbulent sea and maintain courage, who sees 
the best in others because he is giving to others his best, the man 
who knows how to live and love, to hope and pray, carries in his 
hand an avenging sword for evil and walks humbly with God and 
serves his fellowmen.” 

The theme for the quiet moments, led by Rev. Howard O. 
Walker, Baltimore, the Convention Chaplain, was “We Follow Not 
hes beat Hearing the Voice, Learning the Lessons, and Bearing 

1e Burdens. 


F The discussion groups and leaders for two da the follow- 
ing: Personal Religion, Mr. Fred N. Heise; Densoaghs Lavin. Me. 
ce re poheies ake ees Home, Rev. and Mrs. R. C. 
Sorrick ; *hristian conomic rder, Prof. R Seeger ; 
God’s aFmily, Rev. Roy L. Sloop. a wipes —_ 

At the fellowship supper the theme was “Lead On—To Enlarged 
Aforizons.” Messiah Luther League, of Baltimore, presented the re- 
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ligious drama, “C’est la 
Pee war. 
ollowing the Sunday Evening Servic i i 
was ou cted to the Leagues: J eee woes 
€ tollowing people were installed as officers for the ensuin 
year: President, J. Harold’ Hooper, Frederick; Vice-President, 7 
William Schmitt, Baltimore; Recording Secretary, Marion Flake, 
Cumberland; Corresponding Secretary, Ruth Blackburn, Washington, 
D. C.; Treasurer, James Taylor, Washington, D. C.; Educational 
Secretary, L. Beard Miller, Williamsport; Missionary Secretary, 
Helen Mercer, Frederick; Life Service Secretary, Sarah Leiter, 
Hagerstown; Sustaining Membership Secretary, Roy Stoner, Waynes- 
boro, Pa.; Intermediate Secretary, Edna Werner, Baltimore; Junior 
Secretary, Frances Ahalt, Middletown; Publicity Secretary, Richard 
Ackler, Baltimore ; Members-At-Large, Fred P. Entler, Hagerstown 
and Roland Renkel, Washington, D. C. ; 
_ Visitors at the convention included Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, 
First Vice-President of the Luther League of America; Miss Frances 
Miller, President of the Virginia Luther League; Mr. Robert 
Menges, President of the Pennsylvania Luther League; Mr. Frederick 
Anderson, representing the Indiana Luther League, and Rev. Fred 
Seibel, visitor from the Maryland ‘Synod. There were 312 registrations. 
An _ invitation to hold the 1938 convention in Frederick was 
accepted. 
.The resolutions passed by the convention assembled in business 
eession follow: 
Part I 


1. We realize the advantages and greater opportunities for 
effective Christian service through unity and cooperation of religious 
groups; therefore, to help further the cause of the Lutheran Church, 
we recommend that the Luther League of the Maryland Synod of the 
United Lutheran Church pledge their cooperation and good will to 
the Luther League of the American Lutheran Church. 

2. We recommend that the Luther League of the Synod of 
Maryland resolve to cooperate in the Promotional Plan, the pro- 
gram of the United Lutheran Church for the fall of 1937. 

3. We recommend that we express our thanks to the pastor 
of Christ Lutheran Church, Mr. Deaton, the speakers and discussion 
group leaders, and the members of Christ Church League for mak- 
ing our convention possible. 

4. We desire to thank the Luther League of America for its 
kindness in sending its First Vice-President to this convention and 
we pledge our support to the work and aims of our national 
organization. 

5. We recommend that a copy of the resolutions of this con- 
vention be sent to the Luther League Review and The Lutheran. 


Part II 


1. We, the Luther League of the Maryland Synod, have been 
considering problems on vital social and economic issues of our day. 
Realizing that a solution cannot be reached without personal re- 
ligious growth, we present the following’ items: 

a. We affirm our belief in God, the Father of all men. 

b. We affirm our belief in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and in His power and program to redeem the individual and 
society. J 

c. We affirm our belief in the Holy Spirit as a dynamic 
for Christian living. i 

We affirm our belief in the Church as an institution 
offering the greatest opportunity for Christian fellowship and 
highest spiritual development. 

e. We affirm our belief in pe ee as a divine record of 
man’s progressive experience wit od. 

f ie affirm ee belief in the Kingdom of God, a gift of 
the Grace of God, and realizable in the here and now through 
the incarnation of the spirit of love in our individual and social 
living. 

De eS ve we 

spiritual growth: Kodo 

ae 2 A pened of each day for Bible study, prayer, meditation 
tion. : a 
ape ‘omar ey a part of daily living, to seek contact with Christian 
personalities and regularly to practice Christian decdsy. 
c. Since we believe personal religion to be a growing ex- 
perience, to continually study the meaning of Christianity, and the 
means of growth used by dynamic Christian persons. 


Part III 


Christians believe that the way of life is found in Jesus Christ 
and His teachings of brotherhood, the supreme worth of persons, 
the law of sacrifice and love, and the obligation to achieve abundant 
life for all. God has provided a physical world of abundance, beauty, 
and order. With faith in God, we may Join with those who would 
bring strife and suffering to an end, take a stand against the many 
evils that bear down upon humanity, and build a world of brother- 
hood where God-given resources are used to serve all mankind. 
Therefore, we make the following recommendations: 


Guerre,”’ which pointedly portrayed the 


use the following means of attaining 


International Relations 


7 elieve that war, as we know it, is completely destructive. 
Tt is tee sin of modern times, a denial of the ideals of 
Christ, a violation of human personality, and a threat to civilization. 
We, therefore, endorse the program of peace education as is now 
being conducted by the Emergency Peace Campaign, pads every 
League within this State League to have a specific meeting devote 
to the cause of peace. We also recommend that the District he Wer 
of this State give their support to any meritorious meeting he 
within its District in the advancement of peace. 


Economic Relations 


2. The Christian ideals for security are respect for personality, » 


i i i I! men political and 

f the Golden Rule, and insuring to a 
Se aie aecunity and the chance of spiritual development, through 
cooperative efforts for the common good. Because we live HE 
world of economic injustice, and because we realize our responsibili- 
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ties as Christians to improve social conditions, we recommend that 
our Leaguers study the economic situation from a Christian point of 
view and work for social justice. 


Race Relations 


_ 3. We believe that the Church must speak against racial preju- 
dice of every kind. We, therefore, recommend ; a be 
.a. The practice of the Christian principle of the same pro- 
tection and rights and treatment for all races who share our 
common. life. 
: That we apply this principle by urging. the participa- 
tion of our colored Lutheran young people‘s societies in our 
Luther League activities. 


Gambling 


4. We believe that the danger of gambling in all’its forms is 
not primarily the loss of money, but the loss of character, and at 
last the loss of the soul. However, we believe that gambling by our 
Churches is inexcusable. Therefore, we recommend that our Leaguers 
take a stand against gambling and that we work for its elimination 
from any group with which we may be affliated. 


Literature 


5. We look with hearty disfavor upon the prevalence of un- 
clean literature and low quality magazines which are so commonly 
sold. We, therefore, recommend to our Leaguers the use of the 
Reading Course, and books approved by our Churches, schools, and 
public libraries. : 

Movies 


6. We challenge our people to attend only wholesome, decent, 
worthy pictures since degraded films work havoc with their own moral 
well-being and make them accomplices in a conspiracy to enrich 
motion picture producers at the expense of society’s moral order. 


Liquor: Situation 


7. Realizing the menace of the liquor traffic, we desire to study 
the harmful effects of liquor upon the individual and upon society, and 
its conflict with Christiam principles. We, therefore, recommend that 
the young people of this Synod study the liquor situation, and use 
every method possible to promote temperance. We further recom- 
mend that we consider the liquor problem at our next convention. 


MARGARET E. FRY 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The Quarterly Convention of the Southern California District 
Luther League was one of the outstanding meetings of the year. The 
Intermediates, under the leadership of Miss Florence Hansen and 
Miss June Frierly, presented an inspirational program. Mr. Paul 
Spindt and Miss Mary Phillips were installed as President and 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Intermediate District organization. 

The enthusiasm of the Intermediates was shown in their attend- 
ance and the interest in the Annual Intermediate Picnic and ex- 
cursion to the world-known Griffith Park Planetarium The report 
on the work of the National Intermediates and the Springfield Con- 
vention was given and tentative plans for entertaining the Intermedi- 
ates in 1939 were enthusiastically discussed. : 

Dr. G. H. Hillerman, District Advisor, addressed the Senior 
Convention on ‘‘Am I a Christian—A Personal Examination.” 

Ray Anderson, past member of the National Executive Com- 
mittee, greeted the Leaguers, congratulating them on obtaining the 
1939 Convention. He introduced Robert Inslee of Glendale, as the 
new representative of the Luther League of America on the Pacific 
Coast. 

Robert Inslee presented a complete report on the activities of the 
National Convention Committee and their work at Springfield. He 
presented the gold cup and the ribbons won by the Delegates at the 
Field Meet. : E 

Kenneth Brown, District President, presented the Honor Roll 
Leagues with their certificates. : : ; 

During the Buffet Supper held in the patio, the Leaguers dis- 
cussed ways and means and the many interesting plans to be per- 
fected for entertaining the Leaguers in 1939. The attendance at the 
August Quarterly Conveation was indicative of the enthusiasm with 
which the reports of the National Convention Delegates were re- 
ceived. The Leagues of Southern California are setting forth to 
reach their definite membership goal—‘‘Double the Membership by 


1939.” 
E. EZRA THORPE 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE MID-WEST SYNOD 


The Tenth Annual Convention of the Synodical Luther League 
of the Midwest Synod was held in Salem Lutheran Church, Fon- 
tanelle, Nebraska, Rev. W. J. Goemmel, Pastor, on August 17th 
and 18th. The convention at large opened with < \'-sper Service 
on Tuesday Evening. The Liturgical portion was under the direction 
of Rev. W. Goemmel, and Rev. M. Ritzen, D.D.,. Superintendent of 
the Tabitha Home, delivered an inspiring sermon on the theme 
of “Called As Witnesses For and By God.’’ Later in the evening 
a social was held at which each League had to contribute to the 
entertainment program. 

The convention program continued on Wednesday Morning with 
chapel service, conducted by Rev. Eilers, Lanham, Nebraska. The 
convention proper was then called into session by its efficient Presi- 
dent, H. Welchert. The Convention Theme was: “Christian Call 
to Service.’ Its subdivisions were : (1) Serving Our Country; (2) 
Serving Our Community; (3) Serving Our, Church. ‘ 

The morning session was devoted to business and the presentation 
and discussion of the sub-divisions of the convention theme. “Serving: 
Our Country’ was the theme presented by the Bennington League; 
and the discussion was led by Margaret Ohrt. The Bloomfield 
League, under the direction_of Loretta Reins, presented a paper on 
the theme “Serving Our Community.” Three Leagues were wel- 
comed and received as members to the Synodical League: Fontanelle, 


Lanham and Ridgely. 
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The afternoon session was opened with a devotional by the 
Junior League of Bennington, under the direction of Mrs. H. Goede. 
The Columbus League then presented a paper on the theme, “Serving 
Our Church,” under the direction of Doris Scott, The report of the 
service rendered by the Luther League was given by Clarence Hull- 
man, representing the Diller League. After the report of the various 
committees had been presented, the Convention had the pleasure of 
hearing Rev. Petresen, Neola, Ia., who was the convention speaker. 
He spoke on the theme of Christ standing and knocking on the door, 
willing to enter and sup with all who will admit Him. Following 
this inspiring sermon, the annual election was held with the follow- 
ing result President, Harvey Podoll, Winside; Vice-President, Esther 
Rhode, Hooper; Recording Secretary, Marthella Strenger, Fontan- 
elle; Corresponding Secretary, Frieda Wieble, Wayne; ‘Treasurer, 
Grace Bloomendal, Hooper. After the election the Fontanelle League 
entertained the Convention with a Wiener Roast. 

The Convention closed with a short installation service in which 
the newly-elected officers were officially installed; the service was 
conducted by Rev. W. Goemmel. The presentation of the Banner to 
the Bloomfield League was by the newly-elected President, Harvey 
Podall. In the evening a social was held in the Church parlor where 
the mission society of the Salem congregation entertained the con- 
vention with a one-act play; refreshments were served, and friends 
began to bid one another adieu. Another Luther League Convention 
had closed. The delegates and visitors surely received new ideas 
and left with the conviction that such fellowship is a stimulation for 
greater and more efficient work. Fontanelle, Salem Lutheran, young 
people combined with the hospitality of their homes, what a splendid 


host | j 
LEONARD LUSCHEN 


NEW JERSEY 


A program promising a wealth of helpful experiences attracted 
fully two hundred of the Jersey Leaguers to New Brunswick for the 
42nd Annual Convention, over the Labor Day week-end, nor were 
they disappointed. Fellowship, fun and fruitful hours of devotion, 
discussion and conference all emphasized the convention there: ‘The 
Light of the World.’ Ministers who aided the program most ac- 
ceptably were: Revs. Paul T. Warfield, Trenton; Walter R. Krouse, 
Atlantic City; Dr. Stanley Billheimer, Palmyra, Pa.; Ivan H. Hage- 
dorn, Philadelphia; and the local pastor, Rev. Dr. A. Holthusen. 
Rev. Norman W. Ross, of Dunellen, was an inspiring chaplain. 

Gene Kelchner, serving his second term, gave not only presiding 
oversight throughout the convention, but enlightened all by his 
“Stories of Our Great Hymns.’ Mrs. Virgil B. Sease, a former 
State Luther League officer, interpreted Holman Hunt’s picture, 
“The Light of the World,” most helpfully. H. Torrey Walker, of the 
Board of American Missions, and Dr. Paul C. White, of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York, as field secretary of young people’s 
work, gave valuable assistance in the sessions. Chief among the 
visitors was ‘John George,’’ national President, whose enthusiasm 
added flame to the usual eagerness of Jersey Leaguers. Then we 
had Howard Logan, President of New York’s Leaguers and a mem- 
ber of the national executive committee, and Louis Schenck, Connecti- 
cut’s President, to bring us breezes and ideas from the outside. 

What did we do? Well, we rejoiced over an over-plus of support 
to the China project of the past biennium and we accepted with high 
resolve our quota for the Konnarock Medical Mission project, learn- 
ing that St. John’s League in Passaic had already contributed $10.00 
toward the quota. The Bergen District gave the project a further 
boost in late September when they had Rev. John Gable, of the Moun- 
tain Mission to show his ‘‘movies’’ of the work there. We asked 
most of the old officers to serve another term, George Handze, of 
Garfield, being the only new face, as Treasurer. We are looking for- 
ward to the state-wide pilgrimage by our national secretaries during 
mid-October. Of that we’ll report later. We left New Brunswick 
with hearts -aswell with gratitude to the Central District and the 
Emanuel Leaguers in general and to the following local Leaguers of 
the convention committee in particular: Nicholas Friday, Local and 
District President, Marie Zimmerman, Margaret Schmook, Louise 
Jargosch, George Mathies and Leland Snyder. It was our Leaguers’ 
privilege to rejoice with Emanuel Congregation and Dr. Holthusen 
over their completely renovated Church plant with the notably fine 
improvement of the Church auditorium. 

President Kelchner with Vice-President Al Beck, accompanied by 
Al Schroeder and Harold Haas, paid a visit to the fall convention 
of the New Jersey Conference of the United Synod of New York in 
Ridgefield Park on September 30 and made a most acceptable report 
on the plans of our State League. 


CHARLES KRAUTH FEGLEY 


OHIO 

Studying together the theme ‘“‘Christ Living Through Us,” 
through all its closely knit phases and implications the delegates and 
visitors of the 41st Amnual Convention of the Luther League of 
Ohio, held at Lakeside, July 19-25, received Christ into worship, 
discipleship, stewardship, friendship, amd leadership. These were 
the five topic heads discussed each day at the convention, 

The program was so arranged as to coordinate with some part 

of the state work. Each day a secretary from the Luther League 
of Ohio presided, Following the address of the morning and dis- 
cussion groups, the secretary would present his report and emphasize 
the work to be done. 
: On Monday the President's report was received and the follow- 
ing committees were appointed; Credentials, Nominations, Auditing, 
Budget, and Resolutions. The main business session of the conven- 
tion was held Friday Morning. The report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee was accepted, The convention den voted unanimously to let 
the Secretary cast the ballot re-electing all officers. Those re-elected 
were: President, Dean A. Myers, Beach City; Vice-President, Andrew 
Dropko, Lorain; Secretary, Ruth Bell, Toledo; Treasurer, Raymond 
G. Lutz, Akron; Executive Committee Member, John Linsemayer, 
Mansfield. The report of the Resolutions Committee was read by 
Miss Lorraine Albright, Akron, and adopted. The resolutions will be 
pest in the September Leaguer. Other committee reports were 
adopted. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


A special reading of the new Constitution was held on Thurs- 
day Afternoon. Action was taken whereby the Constitution was 
referred to the Executive Committee for final revision and adoption. 
A short business meeting was held Saturday Morning. 

Throughout the whole Summer School the influence and the 
presence ot the Luther League was evident. The Luther League of 
Ohio sponsored the three campfire programs which were under the 
capable direction of Rev. Ralph Loew, Millersburg. It was the 
Luther Leaguers who, according to their usual custom, presented the 
highly successful banquet at the Hotel Lakeside on Friday Evening. 
Missionary Stirewalt, of Japan, spoke to a group which was limited 
to 250. People were turned away. The banquet was in charge of 
Andy Dropko, Lorain. Again the Luther Leaguers brought another 
of the most inspirational gatherings with the Galilean service at 
sunrise, Saturday Morning. The ‘Fishing Disciples’ and the services 
were in charge of Rev. D. T. Holland. Missionary Stirewalt was the 
speaker. Breakfast was served by the Luther League of Nevada. 

The Young People’s Hour which has been one of the highest 
points on every Lakeside program for the past several years, reached 
even a higher peak this year. The South Auditorium was crowded 
daily at 11:30 to hear Dr. Oscar F. Blackwelder, Washington, D. C., 
who presented his personal religion with all the vitality and meaning 


it has to him. 
—DEAN A. MYERS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


The seventeenth annual convention of the Luther League of 
North Carolina assembled in Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Mt. 
Pleasant, Rev. J. W. Link, Pastor, Tuesday Evening, for the initial 
service. 

Amid a consistent rain, which dampened only the ground, the 
convention went forward. 

“Christian Youth Learning To Live” was the theme of the 
convention—a subject vitally important to every young person 
today. At the first session, Tuesday, at 8:00 P. M., Dr. P. D. 
Brown forcefully presented the first of his three addresses, “‘Look- 
ing Within—My Soul.” He stated the impressive fact that Jesus 
Christ would have endured the sufferings of the cross for one soul 
alone. Vespers were in charge of Rev. J. W. Link. 

After the devotional meeting the Local League presented a 
delightful reception to all delegates, speakers and visitors where 
old friends meet old friends and many new friends were made. 

Wednesday Morning, at 9:00, quietly the doors of the Church 
were closed for the first of “Quiet Moments,” a service conducted 
by Mr. George Frederick Schott, of Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory. 
He presented his theme, “‘Life—The Gift of God.” with such in- 
spiration as leads us to better things. After the welcome and re- 
sponse the first business session of the convention was opened. 
The President, Miss Irene Sox, made the appointment of committees 


Executive Committee, Luther League of North Carolina 
_Front Row—-Joe Moretz, Sue Jane Mauney, Margaretta Seagle, 
Juniata Horton, Margaret Fisher, Irene Sox, David Miller. 
Second Row—Arthur Link, Kathleen Suther, Clement Hahn 
Sara Roof, G. C. Miller, J. W. Cobb. : 


* ee: Row—Dexter Moser, Louise Sox, David Cooper, Bernard 
rexler, 


necessary to the convention. The following officers were nominated 
and elected: President, Miss Irene Six; Vice-President, Mr. 
Clement Hahn; Recording Secretary, Miss Juanita Horton: Statisti- 
cal Secretary, Miss Margaret Fisher; Treasurer, Miss Sara Roof: 
Member Executive Committee, J. W. Cobb. i 

Fraternal greetings were brought by Dr. J. L. Morgan, Presi- 
dent of the North Carolina Synod; Dr. Paul M. Kinports, Execu- 
tive Secretary of The Luther League of America; and from Mrs 
J. D. Sheppard. , 


Dr. Paul M. Kinports, a very prominent fi i 
work, led a General Discussion, I shee oe Atenas Toon 
dealing with the common problems facing all Leagues and Leaguers. 
At 3:00, Mr. Schott again led “Quiet Moments,” with “Using 
Life” as his theme. Dr. P. D. Brown made the second in his 
series of sermons, “Looking Up—My Saviour,” which revealed 
to the Convention a clear light of Jesus Christ. 

At 5:00 P. M. delegates and visitors assembled in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, three miles west of Mt. Pleasant for a com- 
munity sing, led by David Miller. After an hour of singing 
familiar hymns, the body was led to the Church assembly room 
where a supper, bountifully prepared, was served in picnic style. 


In the evening service at 8:00, Dr. P. D. Brow 
last of his inspirational addresses, ‘“ king OuteMy ‘Noakpont 
Vespers were again led by Rev. Link. : 


At nine o'clock a brief memorial service was held and led by 
Rey. J. Luther Mauney for Mr. Homer Lyerly, for 17 years a 
member of the Executive Committee. r 
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Following this the Local League presented a motion pictur 
show, . “Martin Luther—His Life and Times,” a very fine Psu 
depicting the life of our great Reformer. 

_Thursday Morning, August 26, at 9:00, “Quiet Moments” was 
again conducted by Mr. George Schott, Jr. Mr. James Cobb, the 
convention soloist, furnished music for this and the other ‘Quiet 
Moments’ programs, Unfinished business; reports of various com- 
mittees; awarding of certificates; and announcements followed. Mr. 
J. W. Cobb and Miss Sue Jane Mauney told the convention about 
the national convention which they attended, ending the fifth 
session, 

The Intermediate League Rally was held Thursday Afternoon, 
at 2:30. Devotions were held by Bethany Intermediate League of 
West Hickory. The report of the Intermediate Secretary was made 
by Miss Irene Sox, and Miss Erna Moody gave the principal ad- 
dress. A pageant was presented by the Cherryville Luther League. 
Dr. J. L. Morgan dedicated the new crogses on the Life Service 
Fiag—Crosses for those who had given full time service to the 
Cross. Then followed a brief installation service for the officers. 

The grand climax of the convention was the banquet Thurs- 
day night. “Chinese” was the password; in fact, everything was 
Chinese—Chinese lanterns adorned the walls; two girls in Chinese 
costumes greeted the guests at the door, and everyone wore 
Chinese hats. David Cooper, Missionary Secretary, toastmaster, 
Proudly announced that North Carolina had paid her quota in full. 
Little Bobbie Mundy sang two selections with the air and expression 
of a real performer; the two Mauney twins, Ernest and Miles, 
played ,, Selections in real radio style. Songs and stunts were 
“pulled” by everyone present. As a fitting conclusion of the con- 
vention, a huge lantern parade was staged, the entire body par- 
ticipating. Impressive it was and a true climax for a_ successful 
Luther League convention. Over 400, a record crowd, were present. 
_. Special to_the convention was “The Convention Manual,” pub- 
lished by the Local League, which proved of great aid to delegates. 


—ARTHUR LINK 


NEW YORK 


This is our first contribution to the “Review” column as a State 
Publicity Secretary. We hope that we may continue to contribute 
each month giving the highlights of activities in the various districts 
of the Luther League of New York State. The brevity of our con- 
tribution is due to the fact that not all of our districts have swung 
into action, For the information of any readers who are interested, 
the Publicity Committee of the Luther League of New York has 
published a pamphlet, ‘Editorial Gleanings,’ edited by your corre- 
spondent. It is designed to aid in the establishment and edition of 
district publications. Any person desiring a copy will receive one 
upon request to me at 806 Chestnut Street, Utica, New York. 


District Notes 


Brooklyn. This District has been keeping in touch with one 
another throughout the summer as much as possible. All of the 
Brooklyn Leaguers enjoyed the District Beach Party at Point Look- 
out, L. I., and the Leadership School at Pinecrest Dunes. These 
two events were the highlights of the summer season and all who at- 
tended received plenty of fellowship and inspiration for the fall. 

We are happy to hear that the Luther League of New York 
State is again publishing the ‘‘Mirror.’’ We wish it everlasting 
success. Our own “District Flashes’ will be included in the ex- 
change of District publications. We hope to learn much through 
the ideas put out by the various editors. Just one big family— 
that’s us! 

A three-service program will be the project of the District during 
October, November and December. The series of three programs 
will deal with “Knowing Your Church.” The first Sunday in 
October will be our Fall Rally with the first service on ‘Music in 
the Church,” following the Rally Supper Hour. The first Sunday in 
November we will hold a service on “‘Symbolism in the Church.” 
The first Sunday in December will be a service on ‘‘What Makes Up 
the Church?” dealing with the societies and governing bodies of the 
Lutheran Church. ‘ 

We are expecting a good crowd at each service and in this way 
hope to gain the acquaintance of other young people in our various 
Churches. Brooklyn District will be heard from again and until 
then be a good Luther Leaguer! ee 

Eastern. The officers for the coming year for Eastern District 
are: President, Miss Martha Nord; Vice-President, Mr. William 
Mollenkopf; Recording Secretary, Miss Alice Smith; Corresponding 
Secretary; Miss Alice Nord; Treasurer, Miss Johannah Lawton. 
More news next time. ae. pa 

Long Island. Although the Long Island District, as a District, 
did not hold any rallies or meetings during the summer months, 
nevertheless, many of the Leagues continued to function and have 
all sorts of activities. Freeport League kept up their Sunday Evening 
devotionals, and after a rousing good membership drive, have had a 
fine response to these meetings. St. Luke’s, Woodhaven, were all 
excited on June 4th because their former President and present Presi- 
dent of the District, Walter Meincke, was married on that day to 
Miss Minnie Portelroy. Christ, Rosedale, turned out in good num- 
bers to the combined Brooklyn-Long Island Beach Party held at 
Lookout Point and helped to make the Long Island ‘Stunt’? a good 
one. Good Shepherd, South Ozone Park, sent the two Lehmann 
girls, Julie and Marie, to Pinecrest Dunes Leadership School. Holy 
Trinity, Hollis, finished the fifth presentation of the religious drama, 
“The Rock,” in July and succeeded in raising over one hundred 
dollars for the Church and League in this way. The performances 


were seen by almost a thousand people and Mr. Raymond Deitz, son . 


of the Pastor of the Church was complimented many times on his 
striking portrayal of Simon Peter, “The Rock.” Of course, all 
Leagues were represented at Pinecrest Dunes, which conference was 
very successful this year. Ascension, Franklin Square, Rev. Dorr 
Crounse, Pastor, sent twelve representatives and Holy Trinity, Hollis, 
was second with eleven. : 

Mohawk Valley. Ye editor regrets greatly that he has been 
forced to pinch-hit for the Mohawk Valley Secretary in writing the 
news for this issue. Like the Eastern District, Mohawk Valley has 
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not as yet swung into action for the year. Among the things con- 
templated for the year, however, are a joint rally with Syracuse, in 
October, the continuation of the six-rallies-a-year set-up, and, of 
course, the publication of the third volume of “The Luther League 
Lantern.” We further contemplate an intensive extension program 
expanding the District membership and we hope that next July_we 
may again participate in sponsoring the Luther League Week-End 
Conference at Silver Boy. More news will be in the next issue. 
issue. 


Rhinebeck. The work of the District will be resumed on the 
17th of September. 

_ This year, instead of the usual spring all-day convention, we are 
trying as an experiment three evening rallies. The first of these 
rallies will be held in September in the form of an out-of-doors get- 
together followed by a picnic supper and evening devotions about an 
open fire. The second will be held later in the fall in the form of an 
Inner Mission Rally, at which time Dr. Ambrose Hering will be the 
guest speaker, and to which all the congregations of the District will 
be invited. The third will be held in the spring and will be our 
annual meeting. At all of these rallies time will be allotted to 
the transaction of such District business as seems necessary at the 
time. The reason for this change was the fact that so many of our 
Leaguers were prevented from attending due to business. 


Western. Things have been pretty quiet around the District 
during the summer. Most of the Leagues have had picnics and 
wiener roasts, and thats about as far as activities extended. Two 
members of the ‘“‘Old Guard’? have been married. Albert Gaal, past 
President of the District and its present Intermediate Supervisor 
was married to Martha Willert on July 28. They expect (at the 
writing) to return from their honeymoon just in time to attend the 
Dunkirk Conference. On June 19th, Ernest Bleecher and Anne 
Pfisterer were joined in holy wedlock. 

DAVID A. JENSEN 


Cupid’s Bulletin of Western District 


Albert C. Gaal and Martha Willert, of Christ Church, were 
married on August 28. ‘‘Al” has been an exceptionally active 
Leaguer: Past President of the District, Local League Past Presi- 
dent, Intermediate District Supervisor at the present time, very 
active -in State work also. Both he and Martha were regulars at 
the State Conventions. 

Anne Pfisterer and Ernest Bleecher, of Zion League, Niagara 
Falls, were married June 19. Anne was for many years Recording 
Secretary of the District and has been very active in Zion League, 

Ellsworth Seitz and Ida Guenther, married June 22. Ellsworth 
is a former Vice-President of the District and also a former Inter- 
mediate Superintendent of the District. é 

John Sorg and Norienne Keipper, married September 9. John 
is a former President of Holy Trinity Church Luther League and 
Norienne was active in the League at Kensington Lutheran Church. 

Rey. John Stroedel and Elsa Leibig were married August 4. Rev. 
Strodel has been very active in the District League. 

Of course, the prominent engagement of a late date is that of 
District President Clifford Scharf and Miss Annebelle Seitz, former 
Junior Superintendent of the District, Missionary Secretary for the 
Senior League and Publicity Secretary. 

EMILY KENER 


Publicity Secretary, Western District 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Twenty-seventh Annual Convention of the Luther League 
of South Carolina was held in Woman’s Memorial Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Spartansburg, Rev. D. B. Werts, Pastor, August 
eee the Convention theme was “Jesus, the Guide of Modern 

outh. 

At the opening banquet on Tuesday evening there were 187 in 
attendance. The Convention was formally opened by the President, 
Miss Carolyn Ducker. The address of welcome was made by Miss 
Mini Vogel, Mr. Dick Weber responded. The keynote address_was 
made by Rev. J. Edgar Stockman in the absence of Dr. Oscar 
Blackwelder, whose presence was hindered by illness. 

The Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Stockman, conducted the devotions at 
the beginning of each session. 

Rev. Raymond Ellsworth, Missionary Secretary, Miss Estelle 
Pugh, Life Service Secretary, and Mrs, Geo. Segelken, Educational 
Secretary, each presented the work of the particular Department. 
Crosses were placed on the Life Service Flag for: Mrs. Miriam 
Greever Cooper, Reverends Miles Cullum, H. D. Kleckley, Raymond 
Ellsworth, H. D. Watson, John Noah Slice, H. A. Wolf, and Virgil 
Cameron. 

On Wednesday afternoon Rev. J. O. Kempson directed the 
presentation of a most impressive Sustaining Membership Service. 
Memorial Memberships were given in memory of Mrs. ~2OUTTs 
Kreps, Mr. C. C. Habenecht, and Rev. F. Kearney Roof. As each 
of these names was called a white rose was placed on the chancel 
of the Church. Gift memberships were given in honor of all the 
Luther League Officers from 1910 to 1937, to each of the former 
Presidents of the Luther League of South Carolina and to the 
Founders’ Committee. ; 

The Convention was fortunate in having Rev. Paul M. Kinports, 
Executive, Secretary of the Luther League of America present for a 
part of the time. On two occasions he addressed the Convention. 

The Intermediate Presentation was a feature of the Thursday 
program, under the direction of Miss Pearle Stockman, Intermediate 
Secretary of the State League. 

Miss Charlotte Kao, of Tsingtao, Shantung, China, a first-year 
student at Lenior-Rhyne College was a welcomed guest at the Con- 
vention. Her testimony to the Christian faith was most inspirational. 

At the closing session on Thursday afternoon the following: 
officers were installed for the year 1937-1938: President, Miss Ethel 
Hockenmeyer; Vice-President, Mrs. Murray Counts; Recording Sec- 
retary, James Lee Shealy; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Janice 
Brown; Treasurer, Ciremba_ Amick; Educational Secretary, Miss 
Estelle Pugh; Missionary Secretary, Miss Carolyn Ducker; Life 
Service Secretary, Heyward Epting; Junior Secretary, Miss Lucy 
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Brady; Intermediate Secretary, Rev. J. O. Kempson; Publicity Sec- 
retary, Mr. Geo. Segelken; Statistical Secretary, William Werts; 


Metin ee as 
Ee ac Met et MRS. EVELYN C. SEGELKEN 


MICHIGAN 

The Third Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Michigan Synod was held September 4, 5, and 6, at beautiful 
Woldenwoods. The theme for the convention was ‘‘Christ, the Only 
Hope for Our Day.” The convention opened Saturday evening 
with the registration in charge of Lucille Turnquist and Lorna 
March. Following the registration a fellowship hour was led by 
Harold LaQuier, of Luther Memorial Church of Detroit. On Sun- 
day morning the convention was formally opened by a Sunrise Com- 
munion Service, at 6:45 o’clock, led by Rev. Paul M. Kinports, and 
the message given by Rev. Herbert Shildroth, President of the 
Michigan Synod. The important thing about his message was that 
through the communion coming from Christ we, have the only hope 
for our salvation and for our sin. , f 

During the morning Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D. D., Executive 
Secretary of the Luther League of America, presented to us the 
work of the Luther League of America stressing the importance of 
the Sustaining and Contributing Memberships which are entirely 
free-will but do so much in helping the work. 3 

Due to the illness of Rey. ion Schmidt, Rev. Kinports led the 
afternoon devotions. Rev. H. O. Yoder, Lutheran Student Advisor 
for Students at the University of Michigan, gave an address on 
“Christ, the Only Hope for the Church.’’ Rey. Yoder brought the 
fact that Christian hope means confidence and trust in Christ. Should 
the Church as a whole take a stand on war and moral problems of 
our life today or should each individual take an individual stand? 

The Vesper Service was led by Rev. Harvey Fennig, of Battle 
Creek. The message, ‘Christ, the Only Hope for Self,’’ was brought 
to us by Rev. Kinports. Rey. Kinports used the picture of the 
“Angelus” for illustration and brought out the three phases of life— 
Work, Love, and Religion—which are all illustrated in this picture. 

On Monday morning the devotions were led by Rev. Ewald 
Berger, of Pontiac. The Business Meeting followed. The following 
recommendations were accepted: That we strive to keep our League 
devotional meetings going during the summer months. That we 
over-subscribe the Missionary Quota. hTat we over-subscribe the 
Sustaining Memberships. Two new Leagues were accepted into the 
Synod: Luther Memorial, of Detroit, and St. Paul’s, of Detroit. It 
was suggested that each District place on its Executive Committee 
a pastor member-at-large. 

The followine officers were elected: President, Alfred Wagner, 
Ann Arbor; Vice-President,, Cleon Wellington. Three Rivers; Re- 
cording Secretary, Jane Gunderman, Flint; Corresponding Secretary, 
Evelyn Pyle, Kalamazoo; Treasurer, Lorna March, Detroit; Lay 
Member-at-Large, Harold Sundberg, Battle Creek. Incidentally, 
these officers are the same as they were last year and they certainly 
desire to fulfill the faith that has been placed in them by their 
re-election. 

In the afternoon Rev. Calvin Stickles led the devotions. The 
message, ‘Christ, the Only Hope for Others,’ was brought to us 
by Rev. Paul Krauss, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. He brought out the fact that through Christ, as 
our only Hope for others, we are to forget ourselves and work for 
Others. After each message was brought the convention was divided 
into three and four discussion groups led by pastors and Leaguers. 
They certainly were inspiring. 

During the recreation periods ball games, tennis, swimming, 
boating and picture-taking occupied the time of the Leaguers. Ap- 
proximately 80 full time and part time Leaguers and visitors thor- 
oughly enjoyed the convention and voted to hold the convention next 
year at the same time and place. A great deal of enthusiasm was 
brought from the National Convention held at Springfield. 

BVEEYN PYLE 
PENNSYLVANIA 

As this issue goes to press, Pennsylvania Leaguers are in the 
midst of a very active year. Plans for the year 1937-38 were laid at 
the annual conference of District Presidents and State Officers held 
in Harrisburg, September 11th and 12th. 

A Departmental Workers’ Conference was held at Reading for 
the Eastern Districts on October 9th and in Pittsburgh for the 
Western Districts on October 23rd. 

The annual State-wide Thanksgiving Rally is scheduled for 
Tuesday Evening, November 23rd. At this time, ‘practically every 
one of the 18 Districts of the State will hold simultaneous rallies, ex- 
changing greetings and using identical hymns and program. 

October was set aside as a special period for extension work, 
although a determined and aggressive, Extension campaign will be 
waged during the entire year under the chairmanship of Mr. Norberth 
Stracker, Second Vice-President of the State. 

Many are the District activities to be reported, On some we do 
not have the dates and other details. Those on which we are advised 
are as below: 

Allentown District. One of the finest convention supplements 
coming to our attention recently was that published by Allentown 
District covering the 1937 State and National Conventions. Other 
Districs could well duplicate this idea. 

Harrisburg District held its annual Fall Rally, September 28th, 
in Salem Lutheran Church, Oberlin. 

Of particular interest in the fall issue of the District’s paper, 
“Live ‘Lines,’ are the number of notations in cupid’s corner, The 
most interesting is that announcing the marriage of Mary C. Huston 
(past State Executive Secretary) and Rev. E. Martin Grove, D.D. 
Four other League romances are listed. (We believe this an 
all-time record for one month, Can any other District match it?) 

Johnstown District. The annual Fall Convention was held 
September i8th, at Boswell, with Rev. Paul Obenauf, Pittsburgh, as 
the principal speaker. : 

Johnstown, you know, is the scene of our 1938 State Convention 
The local committee is busy with the many details incident to con- 
ducting a convention. Plan now to be in Johnstown next year. 

Pen-De' District. Our “baby’’ District, authorized by the 
Philadelphia State Convention, Pen-Del District (a southern offshoot 
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of Philadelpha District) is off to a flying start under the able 
leadership of Daniel J. Davies. They have a very active organization 
and future issues will find the District always in the news. 

Schuylkill District. About the time you are reading this Schuyl- 
kill will be holding its Annual Fall Convention, Friday, November 
27th, Reinerton. Several additional rallies have already been held, 
but at this writing details are not available. ‘ 

York District—always in the news—held its Annual Banquet 
on Tuesday, September 28th, in St. Peters Lutheran Church, North 
York. Twenty-eight local Leagues were represented by over 250 
Leaguers and a splendid program was enjoyed by all present. Luther 
D. March was Chairman of the Banquet Committee. Rev. John 
I. Deaton, of Baltimore, Md., was the speaker and chose as his 
theme, ‘Stepping Out.” : , 

All District Chairmen and Editors Attention: Each issue of the 
Review will now contain a Pennsylvania State League news column. 
Your District will be mentioned only if news is sent to the writer 
before the 10th of each month. Most Districts send a copy of 
bulletin regularly but in some cases full details are not furnished 
in time to use. } f 

New Literature. Copies for all! A new piece of literature cover- 
ing all phases of the Luther League program has just been edited and 
released by the State Publicity Department. Copies for each local 
League are being distributed by District Chairmen. Ii you have not 
received your copy, however, write Marvin H. Eckardt, 63 East 
Hortter St., Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. Leaguers outside of Pennsylvania 


are also welcome to copies. : 
MARVIN H. ECKARDT 


Report of the 44th Annual Convention, July 20-23, 1937 
Holy Communion Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
“Walking With Christ” 

“Walking With Christ;” no more fitting theme could be chosen 
than that for a young people’s convention. If we are to truly follow 
the Master, we must literally go “Walking With Christ.” 

In this modern world there is too much room for temptations of 
all sorts. Youth particularly is beset on every hand with worldy 
appeals. Yet, when the call goes out for a Luther League Convention 
the Convention Church is invariably filled to capacity as was Holy 
Communion in Philadelphia every evening session of the 44th Annual 
Convention of the Luther League of Pennsylvania. 

Rev. John L. Deaton of Christ Lutheran Church, Baltimore, 
Md., was the speaker at the opening session July 20th and delivered 
a most inspiring address. Rev. Deaton stressed the point particularly 
that “‘the essence of Christianity is the acceptance of the Friendship 
of Jesus.” ‘“‘Walking wth Christ” brings with it the privilege of 
learning the real, vital essence of life. Prosperity, health and pleasure 
are found not to be the central point of life. The privilege of ac- 
quiring true freedom is also a concommitant privilege. Religion sets 
free the highest and best in us and, freedom is found to abide in the 
mind and heart of men who have surrendered themselves to Christ. 
In conclusion, Rev. Deaton stated that only through lives trans- 
formed by the experience of “Walking With Christ’? may a world 
seeking thrills, torn by political corruption, economic and social revo- 
lution and world war, hope to find peace. 


“Christ in Our Homes” 

“Living with Christ in the home can be done, but it requires 
a long reach in faith and a great stretch of patience. 

These were the opening remarks of Rev. Hoover, of 
Gettysburg Seminary, at the Wednesday Evening session in speaking 
on the topic ‘Walking With Christ, In Our Home.” ‘ 

Dr. Hoover continued by stating that “Christ came into the 
world, into the human race, into the history of mankind through 
the home. The home is important as a social institution. In it the 
character of the social self is created. It is important as a political 
unit, for there citizens are born and bred. It is important as a 
cultural force, for here the ideals and habits of mind and heart 
are formed. Christ made the little hut in Nazareth an example of 
a home for all the world and for people of all ages.” 

In conclusion, Dr. Hoover pointed out that, to walk with 
Christ in our homes, we must also recognize responsibility and 
obligation. “We walk with Christ in the Home when we bring 
God and His will into all the relations and obligations and _privi- 
leges of the home. To live Christ in the home requires faith in 
God, in others and in self. To live with Christ in the home re- 
ouires hope, sweet, courageous, heavenly hope founded on the 
Word of Ged.” 


. Out-door Service at Valley Forge 
; The highlight of the convention was the inspiring early even- 
ae hams: held on the historic grounds of Valley Forge Memorial 
ark. 

Inspired by the hallowed ground on 
conducted, Rev. W. Paul Reumann, of 
from the steps of the Memorial Chapel 
with the question “Which way America?” 

In no uncertain terms, Rev. Reumann cited the significance 
of meeting on the soil of the Continental Army’s former camp, 
how it stood for the heroism of our forefathers and their struggle 
for the principles in which they believed. Rev. Reumann appealed 
to his listeners to catch something of the spirit of the Fathers who 
put country above self and God above al’. 

He pointed out that the sense of duty that drove men of 
another day to do and die for others has largely been supplanted 
by a spirit of “every man for himself.” They insisted it was their 
duty to suffer so that others may have privileges; we insist on our 
right to enjoy these privileges without any thought of our duty to 
others. We are a liberty-loving people but there are too many who 
are taking liberty with their liberties. 

In conclusion, Rev. Reumann issued this challenge: “Our fore- 
fathers walked with God in their service and were heroic, as Valley 
Forge proved. Have we degenerated or is there still virtue in the 
people ‘and righteousness in the Government. Let us serve God 
voluntarily, cooperatively and unselfishly, to make the America of to- 
morrow more Christ-like than today!” 


which the service was 
Lansdale, Pa., speaking 
challenged his listeners 
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Officers’ Reports Optimistic 

In between the many inspiring addresses which featured the 
convention, ample opportunity was afforded the business side of the 
Program. The formal business session at which the reports of 
Officers and Secretaries were made was Wednesday Morning, July 21. 
} In spite of figures which, on their face, were none too encourag- 
ing, reports of officers indicated that actually, there has been some 
increase in membership. Depressed conditions in the economic and 
business field still have left their mark, but it is hoped that with 
the advent of the State League’s 45th Anniversary in 1938 a tangible 
membership increase will be manifest. 

Over a period of a considerable number of years the Luther 
League movement has grown; membership has gradually moved up- 
wards. In certain Districts, particularly, growth can be cited to an 
astonishing degree—where five years ago there were 40 active Local 

agues, today there are nearly 60. In spite of depressions, in spite 
of obstacles, Lutheran Young People will go forward in the Luther 
League and constantly work to make the League’s influence what it 
should be in the program of the Church. 


Mission Project Over-subscribed 
Pennsylvania, as usual, over-subscribed its quota of the 1935-37 
Missionary Project which provides for erection of additional Mission 
buildings in China. It is our prayer as these lines are written that 
conditions in that wat torn country may soon be such as will again 
permit of peaceful spreading of the Gospel Message. 


Junior Rally Featured 

Another point on the program of interest to delegates was the 
Junior Rally under the leadership of the State Junior Secretary, Mrs. 
Ralph G. Swavely. Rev. Corson C. Snyder of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Slatington, was the speaker. The urgent need of a Junior 
League organization was stressed by delegates present and continua- 
tion of the splendid progress already made in Junior League work. in 
Pennsylvania was urged. 

The Intermediates, toc, were actively represented on the pro- 
gram, Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, State Intermediate Secretary presenting 
their work and ably assisted by the National Intermediate Secretary, 
Rev. R. J. Wolf, who also was the speaker on the Intermediate 
program. 


Bible Study and Departmental Conferences Held 

A new feature on the program this year was a conference on 
“The Bible and Its Use.’ This topic was presented in most able 
fashion by Rev. Paul I. Morentz, Lutheran Missionary to the Jews, 
Philadelphia. Rev. Morentz, in his own inimitable way, reminded the 
delegates that the Bible is literature and needs to be studied as such. 
He then presented the Bible’s use as the Way of Life, quoting 
numerous verses from all parts of the Bible to prove his point. In 
concluding, he urged that the Bible be used as a Book of Devotions 
and particularly stressed the need of careful planning in Bible reading. 

Rev. Morentz’s conference was held Thursday Morning, July 
22nd. At the same time July 23rd, the regular conferences of De- 
partmental workers was held and the work of the various departments 
of the League presented. 

Inspiring Quiet Moments 

This report would be incomplete if mention were not made of the 
Quiet Moments conducted by the Convention Chaplain, Wm. Van H. 
Davies, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New York City. His talks 
were to the point, as a_ few topic headings will indicate: ‘Stop 
Talking—Let’s Do Something;”’ “‘But What Shall We Do?” “Be- 
lieve It or Not—Evil Is Monotonous;” “‘The Hope of Things to 
Come.” ; 

Convention ‘‘On the Air” 

For the first time, a Pennsylvania State League Convention was 
allotted radio time over a large, key broadcasting station. Radio 
Station KYW, Philadelphia, very graciously granted us time on 
July 23rd—a talk on young people’s work in general. together with 
features of the Luther League program and work was delivered by 
the State Publicity Chairman, Marvin H. Eckardt. 


New Officers Elected 
Elections for the year 1937-1938 resulted in the following: Presi- 
dent, Robert T. Menges, Menges Mills; First Vice-President, Kenneth 
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W. Dry, Mechanicsburg; Second Vice-President, Norberth Stracker, 
Wilmington, Del.; Secretary, Miss Louise M. Shronk, Philadelphia ; 
Assistant Secretary, Miss Mildred E. Gergenske, Johnsonburg; 
Treasurer, Leroy L. Moser, Reading; Executive Secretary, Mrs. 
Hareld W. Donges, Johnstown. 

The President made the following appointments to the Executive 
Staff: Educational Secretary, Miss Sue C. Kleibscheidel, Catasauqua ; 
Missionary Secretary, Miss Hazel E. Nannah, Freedom; Life Service 
Secretary, Miss Ruth Niemeyer, Pittston; Junior Secretary, Mrs. 
Ralph G. Swavely, Reading; Intermediate Secretary, Rev. Paul L. 
Obenauf, Pittsburgh; Publicity Chairman, Marvin H. Eckardt, 
Philadelphia; Sustaining Membership, Kenneth G. Hildebrand, Wilkes- 

arre. 

Members-at-large of the Executive Committee: Miss Anna E. 
Carter, Lancaster; Kenneth G. Hildebrand, Wilkes-Barre; Henry V. 
Scheirer, Fullerton; Mrs. E. Martin Grove, Harrisburg. 


Our Social Relationships 

A fitting climax to the splendid program of the Convention was 
the address of Rev. George W. Nicely, of Johnstown, who spoke on 
the topic “Walking With Christ—In Our Social Relationships.” 
“Man,” according to Rev. Nicely, ‘tis the crown of God’s creation. 
That being true, then Man has certain responsibilities to assume, 
responsibilities that he dare not shirk.” Rey. Nicely challenged the 
Leaguers to a consideration of some of the great social problems 
that face us today. War, human justice, drink, gambling, excessive 
smoking, race relations. 

Rev. Nicely’s address was delivered in stirring fashion and made 
a profound impression on the capacity audience present at the final 
session. In bringing his remarks to a close Rev. Nicely pointed out 
that “‘proper social relationship may be established in the world only 
if we endeavor to understand each other’s viewpoint sympathetically. 
Moreover, sympathetic contacts are essential to good will. Walking 
with Christ socially must include all men at all times under all con- 
‘ditions: 4 So nly through observance of_and consideration 
for the other person’s point of view can peace and harmony be main- 
tained throughout the world. Battle fleets can be scrapped if nations 
will but place Christian teachings first in their lives.” 


Dates To, Remember! 

Dates you will want to remember for the year in Pennsylvania 
Luther League work are these: 

October 9th—Departmental workers conference for Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, Reading, Pa. ec 

October 23rd—Departmental workers 
Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Pa. f 

November 23rd—State-wide Thanksgiving Rally. 

January, 1938—Educational Campaign. 

All Year—An aggressive Extension Drive to be under way. 

July, 1938—45th Annual State Convention, Johnstown, Pa. 

MARVIN H. ECKARDT 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Pacific Northwest District held its Seventeenth Annual Conven- 
tion at Central Lutheran Church, Seattle, Rev. J. L. Sawyer, Pastor, 
on September 3-5, 1937. The theme, ‘“‘Youth Witnessing for Christ,’ 
was based on Acts 22:15: ‘‘For thou shalt be His witness unto all 
men of what thou hast seen and heard.” 

At the opening vespers Friday evening, Rev. Earl W. Benbow, 
D. D., Presbyterian Student Pastor at the University of Washington, 
gave the keynote address. The Chaplain, Rev. Matthew N. Lepisto, 
Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Vancouver, B. C., spoke on 
“Youth Witnessing for Christ—In Study” and “In Prayer’ during 
Saturday’s devotionals. : 

The Sunday morning worship was preceded by the Communion 
Service for delegates and visitors, administered by the Chaplain and 
the host pastor. Rev. J. Kunzman, D.D., of Seattle, presented 
the message, “Youth Witnessing for Christ—In Worship,” during 
the worship, hour, and_at the yesper installation service Rev. _S: 
Beistel, President of Pacific Synod, spoke on “Youth Witnessing 
for Christ—In Service.’’ Whatever Luther Leaguers may do in their 
private or social lives should in some way bear witness that they 
are followers of Christ. : 

Reports at the business sessions showed a year of work well- 
done with all dues and apportionments paid. Luther Jansen, of the 
host League, retired after a two-year term as 
President, and Jeanette Franson, of the same 
League, was elected to the office for the com- 
ing year, with Allan Bilderback, of St. Paul’s, 
Seattle, as Vice-President; Lola Jacobson, of 
University League, Seattle, Recording Secre- 
tary; Elsie Schultz, University of Seattle, 
Corersponding Secretary; Kay Ruccius, Re- 
deemer League, Vancouver, B. C., Treasurer, 
and Theresa Pearson, Centrai, Seattle, His- 
torian. They! were fittingly installed with a 
beautiful candlelight ceremony conducted by 
Rev. O. A. Bremer, D.D., League councilor, 
at the Sunday Vespers. The Saturday after- 
noon session was largely devoted to interest- 
ing reminiscent reports by the 12 delegates 
who attended the Convention at Springfield, 
Ohio, in July. The remarks created renewed 
enthusiasm not only for the work of the Luther 
League of America but also for greater at- 
tendance at such gatherings for personal de- 
votional inspiration. The District went on 
record as endorsing the 1939 Convention im 
Long Beach and plans are under way for a 
larger delegation in 1939. Numerous innova- 
tions, inspired by the smooth functioning of 
fhe National Convention, madé this one of 
the most interesting and enjoyable conclaves 
ever held by the District. In addition to the 
inspiration brought through the devotions and 
the sermons, League fellowship was strength- 
ened by the delightful entertainment, including 
a banquet Saturday evening and_a three-hour 
cruise on ‘‘The pals oe aye Sound 
2 Lake Washington on Sunday afternoon. 
woke: ELSIE SCHULTZ 
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SENIOR TOPICS FOR DECEMBER 


MONTHLY THEME: “PEACE ON EARTH” 


December 5, 1937 
Second Sunday in Advent 


PEACE MOVEMENTS 
Romans 12 :18-21 
(By Rev. Paul R. Hoover, B.D., Brooklyn, N. Y.) 


Suggestions for the Leader 


The question of war and peace dominates the thinking of every 
conscientious man today. Much of the thinking on this subject is 
fatalistic. The theme is so important—especially for young people— 
that every effort should be made in the presentation of the material 
to encourage serious, not theoretical or wishful, consideration of the 
theme. The atmosphere of the meeting room, by generous use of 
symbolism, can help to accomplish this, The program suggestions, or 
adaptations of the ideas, ought to stimulate thoughtful participation 
in the discussion and encourage definite decisions concerning armed 
conflict and peace. Our aim is to weave the strands of Christian 
motive and purpose into the growing fabric of young people’s 
thoughts and actions about the insanity of war that there might be 
“peace on earth, goodwill to men: (1) by helping them to under- 
stand the complexity of the problem, its nature and ominous fabrica- 
tion into all present-day thinking; (2) by leading them into a 
searching inquiry to discover the materials of war and peace; (3) 
by studying and contrasting the methods of war and peace; and (4) 
by evaluating the results of various peace movements that have been 
tried, and by offering specific suggestions as to the Christian’s duty 
to make the world peaceful by making it Christian. 

The general theme for the next three meetings is. ‘‘Peace on 
Earth.”” The subjects, ‘‘Peace Movements,’ ‘Inner Peace,’’ and 
“The Prince of Peace’ are so firmly knit together that each meeting 
ought to be planned for and considered as an introduction to the 
following meeting. Planned co-operatively, there will be unity in the 
presentation and discussion and delightful, profitable, religious results. 
Use the resource material, The imperative, vital, commanding nature 
of the theme requires that members should be given their assign- 
ments and materials immediately after the leader’s conference. Re- 
source material is essential and your pastor probably has the sug- 
gested material and will be happy to share it with you. If he does 
not have it, consult your public librarian. 


Suggested Program 


Room setting—Have a table or altar with a cross on either side 
of which are lighted candles which remain burning throughout the 
entire service... Except during the singing of hymns, scripture 
reading, offering and commitment sérvice the room should be in 
semi-darkness to suggest the confusion and unrest in our war-torn 
world. This setting should be explained by the leader before starting 
the program. 

iano or Instrumental Prelude 

Read Call to Worship: Isaiah 2:3, 4; 52:7 

Sing: ‘‘We’ve a Story To Tell To the Nations’ 

Silent Prayer 

Read the Scripture: Romans 12:18-21 

Present the Topic 

Have a number tell the story of the play, ‘Brothers’ * 

Sing: “In Christ, There Is No East or West”’ 

Offering, with Special Music 

Discussion 

Prayer: “Let Us Pray with Dr. Fosdick—’” 

Eternal God, Father of all souls, 

Grant unto us such clear vision of sin or war 

That we may earnestly seek -that co-operation between 
nations 

Which alone can make war impossible. 

As man by his inventions has made the whole world 

Into one heighborhood, 

Grant that he may, by his co-operations, make the whole 
world é 

Into one brotherhood. 

Help us to break down all race prejudice. 

Stay the greed of those who seek an imperialistic conquest 

Drenched jn blood. 

Guide all statesmen to see a just basis 

For international action in the interests of peace, 

Arouse in the whole body of the people anadventurous 
willingness : 

As they sacrificed greatly for war, 

So, also, for international good-will; 

So dare bravely, think wisely, decide resolutely, 

As to achieve triumphantly, 

Lord’s Prayer 

Sing: “Fling Out the Banner’ 

All rise and read: It is our Christian duty and we are, therefore 

Resolved : : 
To do all in our power to prevent the exploitation of 
weaker races by stronger, particularly our own... . 
To live by the vision of world-wide friendship, and to 
look upon our own nation as but one of a great family 
Ga To let no friend or foe unnerve us, as we labor 
for peace in the world. 


Benediction (The pianist playing softly, “Holy! Holy! Holy!” 
*From ‘‘Twelve Months of Drama for the Average Church,” 
by Dorothy Clarke Wilson. Published by Walter H. Baker Co., 
Boston, Mass. 
Quotations 

When war begins truth is the first casualty. 

Who loves peace serves God. 

Better keep peace than make peace. 

Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war. 
—Milton. 

I have an account to settle between myself and the 
Unknown Soldier.—Fosdick. 

Mad civilization, you cannot sacrifice on bloody 
altars the best of your breed and expect anything to 
compensate for that.—Fosdick. 

Peace is indivisible. The way of peace is a 
seamless garment that must cover the whole oi life and 
must be applied to all its relationships—A. J. Muste 

We must love each other! To love each other is, in 
this immense labor of pacification, the largest manner 
of aiding God—Victor Hugo. 

To sign a pledge abolishing war is like taking a 
vow that the Mississippi River shall not overfiow, for- 
getting that behind floods lie facts of forestation and soil 
erosion which must be faced——Joseph Fort Newton. 


Assignments for Reading and Discussion 


The Problem 

There may have been a time when ignorance was 
bliss, but to be ignorant today is to court disaster. And 
yet, Oswald Spengler reaches the height of education aad 
then writes, “The Decline of Western Civilization.” 
Herein lies a problem of tremendous magnitude. If it is 
suicidal to be ignorant, and if enlightenment does not 
bring happiness with it, how can one find a satisfactory 
explanation of the paradox? 

Life is a problem of continuous adjustment: adjust- 
ment to more truth, more beauty, new horizons, new 
opportunities, and the ever-expanding physical and spiri- 
ual world. If, because of either personal inner qualities 
which prevent adjustment, or because of external cir- 
cumstances over which one has no control, one cannot 
accommodate himself to these enlarging areas of life 
enjoyed by some, the quest for happiness fails. Happi- 
ness to a greater or lesser degree. depends upon the satis- 
faction of having attained power, security and peace in 
the process of living. This may not explain completely 
nor satisfactorily the pradox of disastrous ignorance and 
fatalistic education, but there is enough truth in the 
idea that one can begin his thinking about war and peace 
movements here. For war is one of the ways by which 
men have sought power and security, and paradoxically 
emough, peace also. 

Nations, as well as individuals, are circumscribed 
and limited by natural and spiritual endowments in their 
search for and attainment of physical and spiritual satis- 
factions. Opportunity to share these is increasingly 
limited by growing populations, and moreover, the 
amount of satisfaction an individual within a nation can 


‘attain is definitely limited in some countries more than 
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in others. The fact that as civilization has progressed 
toward larger spiritual, moral and physical freedom 
through religion, education and science, the idea of 
equality of men and opportunity has ‘emerged as a basic 
truth, has imbued the growing populations of every 
nation with the belief that it has the right and power to 
achieve through the action of the state an improved 
standard of life commensurate with the ever-expanding 
vistas of life that open before them. The struggle to 
remove limitations and to achieve this improved standard 
of life with its power and security has led, when these 
could not be found within a definite area, to conflicts 
within and across national boundaries. What James 
(4:1-3) told the early Christians must not be overlooked 
in facing our problem, for here is a second and more 
personal angle of it: “From whence come wars and 
fightings among you? Come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: 
ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight 
and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, 
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may con- 
sume it upon your lusts. Ye adulterers and adultresses, 
know ye not that friendship of the world is enmity with 
God?” 


The Materials 


In trying to settle rising conflicts certain materials 
are here to work with. The first is people. These were 
recently catalogued in four classes: (1) The ignorant 
masses who are poverty-stricken, illiterate, hungry, un- 
employed, without leisure or means for cultural attain- 
ment. (2) The middle classes—both higher and lower. 
These constitute the bulk of any nation—intelligent, dili- 
gent, inquiring narrow-minded, essentially religious. 
“They are torn by economic conflict, and because they 
can read and discuss and are beginning to think, they 
form the most powerful element in any nation.” (3) The 
thinkers everywhere. These are the intellectual, highly 
educated men and women who sense ideas and can form- 
ulate them into ideals. (4) The group known as “World 
Servers,” who begin to form the world order of the to- 
morrow in the present. The second class of materials is 
things—natural resources, homes, Churches, schools, gov- 
ernments, economic goods—in a word, everything that 
man possesses or can possess and shape to meet his 
physical wants and can be used by him to rise above 
the animal level. While the last class of materials are 
God and the spiritual treasures of mankind. 


The Method—Peace Movements 


When for any one of a thousand reasons these 
materials—people, things and God—are not harmoniously 
linked to one another, struggle of some sort ensues. In 
groups and nations attempted arbitration, co-operative 
methods of settling disputes arising from conflicts are 
relatively new. War as a method of removing antagon- 
isms dates back to the early ages. There never has been 
a just war, but one war may have been more justitiable 
than another. War to defend one’s just rights, for in- 
stance, is more justifiable than a war to gain what 
another group or nation possesses. Every war brings 
waste, starvation, disease, murder, horror, misery, and 
crucifies truth. With the advent of peace debts are piled 
upon poverty, depression, unrest, and lengthy economic 
penalties. It is a method of insanity and can find a 
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basis for continuing on no logical, let alone religious, 
premise. 

And yet there is a major war about once in every 
seventeen years. Man possesses so much power today 
that future wars will annihilate the race. Peace movements 
thus far have had to try to prevent war. Little emphasis 
has been focused on the creation of peace. It is one 
thing to stop war and another to create peace. Dr. Joseph 
Fort Newton, in an enlightening article, "Where Is 
Christmas?” (The Christian Century, December 23, 1936), 
discusses two proposals looking to the prevention of 
armed conflict: political disarmament and personal pacif- 
ism. “Arms and Men,” first published in “Fortune” maga- 
zine (now published in pamphlet form by Doubleday, 
Doran & Co, Garden City, L. I.), has stimulated thought 
and some action toward political disarmament. But, says 
Dr. Newton, “To limit the making of arms, to take priv- 
ate profit out of war, may do something; but it does not 
go far. To blame the makers of arms for the making 
of war is in large part unjust—an alibi, an evasion, the 
old device of the scapegoat. Arms do not make war; the — 
spirit of war makes arms.” As to the second suggestion, 
pacifism, it is an attitude that should command deep re- 
spect, but is a position which is debatable and cannot be 
held by some persons. Dr. C. R. Tappert (The Lutheran, 
February 18, 1937, and February 25, 1937) presents from 
scriptural evidences a strong case concluding that neither 
militarism nor pacifism is spiritual. Very doubtful in 
positive value, also, are the many suggestions and plans 
which would employ force to steer people into attitudes 
and ways of peace. For history proves that in national 
and individual life the more freedom and equality the 
individual and social groups enjoy, the greater is social 
and personal advancement. 

A second group of proposals, which involve organi- 
zation for the prevention of war, while they contribute 
something in the right direction, are also not positive 
enough either to prevent war or to establish peace. This 
method was attempted at the close of the World War by 
the formation of the League of Nations and the World 
Court and by signing the Locarno treaties and the 
Kellogg-Briand Pact renouncing war as an instrument 
of national policy and promising to seek the settlement 
of international disputes only by pacific means. (See 
“Religion and International Peace,’ by Albert Palmer 
in the International Journal of Religious Education, 
November, 1935). 

Equally limited success can be expected of social 
legislation and economic organization. Walter Lippmann 
(“War in a Collectivist World,” Atlantic Monthly, March 
1937) and A. J. Muste, one-time head of Brookwood 
Labor College, (Christian Century, December 23, 1936) 
testify by historical perspective and experience to this 
end. “And so, because the increase of state regulation 
requires a more and more exclusive territory if it is to 
be effective, the early nineteenth-century dream of inter- 
national socialism has given way to the twentieth-century 
nightmare of national socialism. ... But the inexorable 
goal of all collectivism is the isolated and self-contained 
community. That is not because mankind is unable to 
fraternize; it is because an authoritative regime has to 
be inclusive.” Mr. Muste, speaking of labor organiza- 
tions and movements, summarizes this hope, “If we are 
to continue being realistic, then we must state next that 
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the labor movement by itself, using the approach and 
methods which it has hitherto used, is not a dependable 
agency to prevent or abolish wars.” 

Two samples of this type of peace movement, basic- 
ally organizational, will illustrate: the first was suggested 
by a Lutheran Group at Columbus, Ohio, (The Lutheran, 
December 3, 1936), and the second is an Amendment for 
Peace in the Constitution of the United States. In the 
Lutheran proposals to avoid war four suggestions are 
made: (1) Mandatory neutrality legislation; (2) removal 
of munition manufacture from private industry; (3) limi- 
tation of military expenditure; and (4) popular referen- 
dum before our country can enter war except in case of 
invasion. Worthy suggestions they are, yet the words 
“except in case of invasion” throw light on their weak- 
ness. And even if these suggestions were adopted by 
law and they helped to keep our country out of war, 
war could still reap its gory toll in other parts of the 
world. To think of self alone in this or any other issue 
is to start our thinking on a plane lower than the Chris- 
tian plane. No country can be absolutely safe for peace 
until every nation is safe for peace. 

General Smedley D. Butler has proposed the follow- 
ing Amendment for Peace in the Constitution of the 
United States: (1) The removal of members of the land 
armed forces from within the continental limits of the 
United States and the Panama Canal Zone for any 
cause whatsoever is hereby prohibited; (2) the vessels 
of the United States Navy, or of the other branches of 
the armed service, are hereby prohibited from moving for 
any reason whatsoever except on an errand of mercy, 
more than five hundred miles from our coast; (3) Air- 
craft of the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps is hereby 
prohibited from flying, for any reason whatsoever, more 
than seven hundred and fifty miles beyond the coast of 
the United States. The comments of two newspapers in- 
dicate the degree of success that might be expected to 
attend such an action: “An amendment for peace! It 
would be something for Americans to be proud of,” 
and “We applaud General Butler for having a high re- 
solve against war.” (A reprint of the article in the 
Woman’s Home Companion, September, 1936, may be 
secured upon request by addressing Service Bureau, 
250 Park Avenue, New York City.) 

The most inclusive peace movement which remains 
and holds definite promise for peace is a vital religion 
which understands and uses the laws of God and fellow- 
ships intimately with Him, 


The Results 

Truth demands that we do not hastily conclude that 
any or all of the peace movements which have been 
mentioned, and the infinite number that have been sug- 
gested or tried, have failed or are doomed to failure. 
Practical plans which emerge from deep spiritual motiva- 
tion are necessary and must be considered as part of re- 
ligious living. Progress is slow; it is an index of how 
well people, things and God have been adjusted. The 
temper of mind and action in our present world seems 
at least to pronounce that we have moved very little 
above the plane of thought and action of the last two 
or three centuries. This must not cause us, however, to 
lose the optimistic attitude nor allow fatalism to rule our 
hearts and minds. Peace is dependent upon the attitude 
of goodwill toward all men. Religion, which is founded 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


upon that attitude, has never seriously been tried. The 
way of love is old and yet perennially fresh and vigorous. 
The greatest peace movement, started by Jesus and 
rooted in love, equality, brotherhood of all men, the 
parent-child relationship with the Creator, sacrifice, 
justice, sharing, and sublimation of appetites, men have 
not had the courage as yet to apply to the problem. 

The causes of war go deeper into the heart of life 
than most peace movements other than the religion of 
Jesus have acknowledged. Fear and hatred do help to 
cause strife. But injustice among men, and group mor- 
tality which is on a lower level than our best individual 
insight are among the basic causes of conflict. Amos 
recognized the basic problem—personal and social jus- 
tice—long before the time of Jesus. Micah (6:8) gave it 
classic expression, “He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God?” Something might also be said about the 
lack of common honesty as a cancerous infection in the 
heart of peace. 

Any satisfactory statement of the results would be 
incomplete without at least suggesting what we can do 
to remove the God of Force and Misery and Suffering 
from life. 

What Can We Do? 

The specifically Christian emphasis on peace will be 
the object of study and discussion at the two meetings 
which follow. Speaking generally, we might suggest that 
every Christian has the duty to: 

1. Be the»best Christian he knows how to be and 
continually strive to enlarge his vision of the Christian’s 
duty. 

2. die must 
among Christians; 
antagonisms. 


work for unity and understanding 
and he must not be limited by racial 


3. He must educate himself regarding the problem. 

a. Sermons like Dr. Fosdick’s, “The Un- 
known Soldier” (which can be obtained by writing 
the Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C.), 


and “The Unknown Soldier,” by John Haynes 
Holmes (in his book, “The Sensible Man’s View of 
Religion,” published by Harper and Brothers) are 
valuable. 


b. Studying what other people are doing to 
aid in the birth of peace point to things we can do. 
(See: International Journal of Religious Education, 
January, 1936—Resources for Peace Education,” and 
October, 1936—“The Church in Action for Peace”) 
The outline of various peace jobs and projects to be 
conducted in Churches, Schools and Clubs, with a 
list of fifty books on Peace Questions suggested by 
Paul Harris, Jr., 532 Seventeenth Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., will provide abundant resource 
material. For ten cents America’s Town Meeting 
of the Air, c/o National Broadcasting Company, can 
furnish pamphlet reports of their peace broadcasts. 
In the 1935-36 series, pamphlets 1, 5, 24, and 29 are 
valuable. In series two, the famber three program, 
“What Price Must We Pay for Peace ” is sug- 
gestive. 


c. Bible study is always necessary. 
d. Current magazines are full of good things. 
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4. Besides giving fuller support to his Church, he 
can afhliate with organizations for peace which are 
basically religious. Such an organization as the “New 
Group of World Servers;” for example, has no financial 
obligation to belong to the group except that which men 
and women of goodwill everywhere assume. .They have 
published two valuable articles in pamphlet form: ‘The 
First Three Years” and “The Second Three Years,” and 
are about to publish a magazine. Copies of these pam- 
phlets may be had by writing to “New York Unit of 
Service,’ 11 West 42nd St. N. Y. C. 

5. He can support worthy missionary enterprises. 

6. He can pray. Not merely “saying prayers,” but 
praying because of a changed heart and mind and 
emotional intensity. Such prayer is sacramental in char- 
acter—the outward and visibie sign of an inward and 
spiritual grace; the grace of a profound concern for the 
abolition of war and a day of “peace on earth, good-will 
to men.” 

Questions 

Should young married couples refuse to have chil- 
dren asa protest against war? 

Is the Church to blame for war? 

Does the Church have a social responsibility? 

How are people and nations limited? 

What does the writer of Romans mean, “if possible, 
as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men?” 
Remember, early Christians in Rome were persecuted. 


December 12, 1937 
Third Sunday in Advent 


INNER PEACE 
Philippians 4:6-9 
(By Rev. Paul R. Hoover, B.D., Brooklyn, N. Y.) 


Suggestions for the Leader 


Follow the suggestions for the last meeting closely. The aim 
of this meeting is to study Christianity as a peace movement as 
contrasted with the peace movements studied in the last meeting. 
“Tnner peace’ is the foundation of Christian peace; ‘‘The Prince of 
Peace’’ is the keystone which holds the movement together and gives 
it power. 


Suggested Program 


Have an altar or table set as suggested previously. This time, 
because the Christian heart is the vital issue in “inner peace,’ have 
the chairs in the room in the form of a heart. The room should 
not be in semi-darkness. but well lighted, because Jesus is that light 
which cometh into the world and “he that followeth Me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Explain the setting 
as the meeting begins. 

Prelude 

Read Call to Worship: John 8:12 

Sing: ‘Now From the Altar Of Our Hearts’ 

Sentence Prayers pe 

Read the Scripture: Philippians 4:6-9 

Dramatize or have member tell John Galworthy’s story, 

“Ouahty 7% ; Re 

Sing: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

Present the Topic , Ff 

Offering, with Special Music 

Discussion 

Lord’s Prayer we 

Sing: “Peace, Perfect Peace 

Benediction : } A 

The common problem—yours, mine, everyone s— 

Is not to iagey what were fair in life 

Provided it could be; but, finding first | ¢ 

What may be, then find how to make it fair 

Up to our means—a very different thing! 

My- business is not to remake myself 

But make the absolute best of what God made. Amen. 

—ROBERT BROWNING 

*Reprinted in Scribner’s Magazine, January 1937. 


Quotations 
In the midst of the war spirit of 1914, Charles Coke 


Woods wrote: 
We must keep faith, we must keep hope, we must 


keep courage, we must keep Christ. We would better 
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creep away from the battlefield at once if we are not 
going to be brave. The ramparts of a thousand wrongs 
are falling—this is no time for the soul to stampede. 
God’s uncounted chariots of fire are sweeping down the 
skies. Keep the skyward look, my soul; keep the sky- 
ward look. 

A man’s charity to those who differ from him upon 
great and important questions will be in the ratio of his 
own knowledge of them; the more knowledge, the more 
charity—Norman Macleod. 

There are no exact mathematical tests, there is no 
“spiritometer,” by which incoming energies of the Spirit 
can be measured. There is, however, an inward witness 
by which all that is divinest in us recognizes the Divine 
Guest and answers back with the joyous cry of Abba— 
deep calling unto deep.—Rufus Jones. 


Scriptural Key Thoughts 


Contentment that is divinely approved— 
Hebrews 13:5 


Diversity of gifts, but the same Spirit— 
I Corinthians 12:7-10 


Unity in diversity is harmony— 
I Corinthians 12:14, 19, 20, 25, 26, 28 


The necessity of love in every effort— 
I Corinthians, Chapter 13 


Striving that eliminates strife—Philippians 1:27 
What breeds evil?—Philippians 2:3, James 3:16 


Assignments for Reading and Discussion 


What Is Inner Peace? 

To ask this question is equivalent to asking what life 
is. Only abundant living can satisfactorily answer either 
question. Definitions may fail, but results speak volumes. 
Inner peace is that condition of the inner life—thought, 
feeling, and will—which results from harmonization of 
the world of matter, the world of mind, and the world of 
spirit. We know the physical world physically, the men- 
tal world mentally, and the spirit world spiritually; but 
we can know each of them only in part. Inner peace is 
ours then to the extent that these three worlds, meeting 
in men and women, are free from antagonisms within the 
individual. It may be possessed by some people in a 
larger measure than by other people and the religious 
economic and social atmosphere of the world reflects the 
peaceful atmosphere within men’s hearts. If the world 
is torn by sacrifice to the God of War upon the altars 
of hate, fear, injustice and selfishness, then war reigns 
in men’s hearts. If, on the other hand, the Goddess of 
Peace reigns “in the Parliament of man, the Federation 
of the World,” then she must be as a fountain flowing 
from some rich, cool, inner source. 


Fog and Visibility 

In his book, “The Testimony of the Soul,” Rufus 
Jones tells of an ocean voyage, much of which was made 
through a dense fog. The visibility was very low. Every 
ship in the neighborhood was a menace to his ship and 
each ship was afraid of the other. While the fog lasted 
every -captain was concerned almost wholly with the 
safety of his ship. The lower the visibility dropped the 
more worried everyone became for the safety of the 
ship to which he had committed his destiny. The pas- 
sengers had little peace of mind. The fog imposed 


severe limitations upon the lives of those within its 
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range. Everything was darkness, and the proper world 
was hidden from view. If we were always doomed to 
live in a fog-bound world, we could not have perspective 
of the world as it actually is, nor would there be any 
hint of the sublimity and wonder of the stars. Yet God, 
through natural forces, dispels fog on sea and land. 
Man has been partially successful by artificial means in 
removing fog in small areas. The process is expensive 
and the mechanism too cumbersome to be practical. It 
is predicted the time will come when the human mind 
will find a way to conquer this obstacle to safety on land 
and sea and air. When that time comes ships will be 
able to protect themselves, not by discordant and dis- 
turbing noises, but by the projection of a path of light 
which will give help and guidance to all near-by ships, 
as well as safety to itself. The passengers on every ship 
will then be peaceful voyagers. 


Spiritual Climate and Fog 

This condition of low visibility at sea may very well 
become a parable of the spiritual climate through which 
our world is passing. Our visibility is low today; peace 
is hidden in the fog of conflict, uncertainty, and indiffer- 
ence. Men busy themselves with what is only temporary 
self-safety and security instead of trying to dissipate the 
fog. When new bursts of moral enthusiasm and the 
driving energy of spiritual passion are at work clarify- 
ing the spiritual atmosphere, a new force is always dis- 
covered working toward them and with them which can 
do to the fog what these cannot do, just as the sun fights 
fog from above, shifts of temperature doom it, currents 
of air and sea settle its fate, and the tiny crystals of 
salt from spray carry it away in little globules of rain. 


Fog and the Infra-red Ray 

To understand inner peace, let us change the figure. 
The time has not dawned when the artificial dispelling 
of fog is possible or practical on a large scale. However, 
the S.S. Washington and the S.S. Manhattan of the 
United States Lines are comparatively safe ships to be 
on in foggy weather at sea. The reason for this is a 
very tiny fog-camera recently placed on their decks. This 
camera extends the visibility of the navigator from two 
to four times by harnessing the piercing infra-red ray. 
The new instrument records on a specially treated infra- 
red ray film strip fog-hidden objects ahead of the ship. 
It makes a visual record—at thirty-second intervals—of 
the ship’s progress through the fog and may record for 
the navigator other ships, rocks or the shore line, which 
he, himself, cannot see. The navigator can act in the 
light of the knowledge he has of the obstacles in his 
pathway. The ordinary camera is useless in fog, while 
this fog-camera, in the construction of which no new 
principle has been used, affords safety to its ship as well 
as to other ships in the heavy sea weather. 

People are like cameras. As long as the weather is 
clear, unless their cameras are broken or unused or they 
do not understand how to operate them, they take good 
pictures. Only ordinary film is needed. But in foggy 
weather or on dark days, highly sensitized, infra-red ray 
film is absolutely essential. Inner peace depends upon 
the sensitivity of the soul. This inner peace of the sen- 
sitive soul is the ray which helps to steer men in the 
direction of those forces which are working from without 
to clear the spiritual atmosphere within the world. 
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Inner Peace Determines the Spiritual Atmosphere 

Cameras with their infra-red ray film do not dispel 
fog nor create it. They merely enable a man to find 
his direction and escape obstacles in his way through the 
fog, Inner peace on the other hand both helps men to 
find the way to peace and to create it. It is God-given 
and man-made. 


Inner Peace, the Result of Struggle 

“All things declare 

Struggle hath deeper peace than sleep can bring,” 
is the way William Vaughn Moody sums up what Paul 
infers in his letter to the Philippians. What inner peace 
he had struggled to achieve was limited; “not as though 
I had already attained, either were already perfect’’ were 
his words. He might have had confidence in a peace of 
wordly ordering (Philippians 3; 4), yet he continued to 
struggle for an inner peace of a different kind. He had 
a purpose in this: “I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which I am also apprehended of Jesus Christ.” 
Nor was he ever satisfied with the inner peace which 
progressively became his. “Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.” 
(Philippians 3:14, 15) 


The Method of Achievement 

Out of his fruitful experience of struggle, therefore, 
he could point the way to achievement of greater sensi- 
tivity and inner peace for the Christian. (1) Pray with- 
out ceasing sacramental prayers which are the outward 
and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace. (2) The 
inevitable play and onset of this changing earthly life 
assails us with motives, and detains us upon interests, 
and inspires us with influences of its own. These can- 
not be abjured; they are not easy to harmonize with the 
indications of that loftier and purer world, the heavenly 
commonwealth of the Kingdom of God; they are prone 
to usurp the whole heart, or at least a very undue share 
of it. Because life is our way of existing, we are to be 
keenly interested in the experience of life and the pos- 
sibility it opens. Those aspects of life which are merely 
transient are to have their place, but “let your modera- 
tion be known to all men.” (3) We must think and 
put the emphasis not upon “some things,” but upon 
“whatsoever things” that are true, honest, just, pure, 
lovely and of good report. Other places in the New 
Testament, Paul has indicated that the traits of a true 
Christian are: Co-operation, courage, creativeness, de- 
pendability, faith, forgivingness, goodwill, health-minded- 
ness, honesty, humility, joyousness, love, loyalty, obedi- 
ence, apen-mindedness, penitence, purity, purposeful- 
ness, reverence, self-control, self-respect, and spirituality. 
(4) We must not only think upon and learn to know 
the relative value of these things, but also “those things, 
which ye have both learned, and received, and heard and 
seen in me (but more perfectly in Christ), do: and the 
God of Peace shall be with you.” (Philippians 4:9) 


Christians Are Not Called to Retreat from Life 

Thus we see that as Christians, we are not called 
upon to retreat from an energetic life in order to find 
inner peace. Inner peace comes from living a full, lov- 
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ing, searching, fruitful life that is sensitive to all that 
is best in life. Having lived such a life not only is inner 
peace a reality, but we are able and ready to accept the 
grace imparted by Christ. “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be fearful.” Once accepted, the infra-red rays of inner 
peace and the peace of God are united; all are then safe 
for peace, and peace safe for all. Selfishness, greed, lust, 
hatred, and the whole catalogue of sins and vices cannot 
withstand the fog-dispelling power of inner peace and 
the peace of Love Incarnate. 


Resource Material 
Rufus Jones: The Testimony of the Soul—MacMillan Company, 


ew York 

Robert R. Wicks: The Reason for Living—Scribner’s Sons, New 
or 

Kirby Page: Living Creatively—Farrar & Rinehart, Inc., New York 


For Discussion 
1. Does selfishness ever enter into one’s working 
for peace? 
2. How far can education contribute to inner peace? 
3. What price will you pay for inner peace? 
4. Having a choice, would you rather have pezce 


and bread and milk to live upon, or antagonisms within 
and the finest things the world has to offer? 


December 19, 1937 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
Isaiah 9:6, 7 
(By Rev. Paul R. Hoover, B.D., Brooklyn, N. Y.) 


Suggestions for the Leader 


_ Follow the suggestions for the previous meetings closely. The 
aim of this meeting is to show ‘‘The Prince of Peace” as the key- 
stone of any peace movement and to stimulate loyalty to Him. 


Suggested Program 


Have an altar or table set as previously. The chairs should be 
set in the form of a cross. If subjects for discussion are given to 
the members, these might be written on a cross-shaped piece of paper. 
For the cross is the Bill of Rights, the Constitution, or the Magna 
Charta of Christianity and the life blood of the kingdom of “The 
Prince of Peace.”’” Explain, before proceeding. 

Prelude 

Read Call to Worship; Ephesians 2:14-18 

Sing: “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 

Period of Silent Prayer, during which leader suggests prayer 

thoughts 

Read the Scripture: Isaiah 9:6, 7 , 

Sing: ‘Christ, Thou Art the Sure Foundation” 

Present the Topic 

Offering 

Discussion 

Lord’s Prayer iA 

Sing: “The Church’s One Foundation” 

Benediction: John 14:27 


Quotations 
Let not him that seeketh cease from his quest until 
he find. Finding, he shall wonder. Wondering, he shall 
find the Kingdom. And finding the Kingdom, he shall 
rest.—From recently-discovered words of Jesus, hidden 


in Nile sands at Oxyrrhyncus. 


Though troubles assail, and dangers affright, _ 

Though friends should all fail, and foes all unite, 
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide—_ 
“The promise assures us, “Phe Lord will provide.’ 


—JOHN NEW.LON 

The religion of Jesus is practicable for us today if 

we will fulfill the conditions He fulfilled in His day: 
undertake a supreme task, the doing of which is more 
important than one’s own life; spend time in silent 
meditation and intercession and communion with the 
Eternal; cultivate friendship and fellowship with a group 
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of intimates and with the great ones of other ages; con- 
sciously and steadfastly pursue beauty; dedicate self 
unreservedly to the way of sacrificial) goodwill and fol- 
low the gleam at all costs. If we will do these faithfully 
and persistently, we will progressively be filled with wis- 
dom and love and power which enabled Jesus to walk 
the way of the Cross and to become the Deliverer of 
mankind.—Kirby Page. 

We are always in danger of forgetting how radical 
Christianity is——Charles E. Jefferson. 


Scriptural Key Thoughts 


The problem of world peace today is not en- 
tirely a problem of education, Our world is smaller 
that it ever has been and will cortiuue to grow 
smaller with the years because of modern means of 
communication. More people are acquainted with 
the teachings of Jesus than ever before. The peace 
problem is largely a matter of creating a willing- 
ness to live by these principles. What, then, can 
we do? Read I Timothy 4:10-16. 


That we may be certain of our ground in 
speaking of the Christian movement for peace, 
read again and again Chapters 5-7 of Matthew. 


What is the most beautiful picture of peace 
that you know? Read Isaiah 11:6, 9. 


What is the consolation of every worker for 
peace? Read John 16:32, 33. 


For Reading and Discussion 


The Prince of Peace and the Kingdom of God 


Significant in the life of the Christian Church and in 
the social and religious movements eminating from fresh 
bursts of moral enthusiasm and the driving energy of 
spiritual power springing from life within the Church, is 
the fact that there is a very definite link between Old 
Testament prophecies and New Testament fulfillment. 
In times of crisis, confusion, and social moral stagnation 
many leaders turn to the prophets, particularly Isaiah, 
for insight and stimulus to guide their aspirations, 
thoughts and actions. In the issue of war and peace the 
significance of this fact is particularly striking inasmuch 
as the last name Isaiah gives to the Ideal One who was 
to come is “The Prince of Peace” and the prophecy was 
uttered in a time of confusion and conflict. Two of the 
names—‘Wonderful Counsellor” and “Prince of, Peace” 
—are capable of being used of earthly monarchs. In the 
fulfillment of the prophecy in the person of Jesus, while 
the earthly connection between a prince and a kingdom 
is not lost entirely, the Kingdom of God established by 
Him and in which He is ‘The Prince of Peace,” is 
uniquely spiritual and ethical. Subjects of the Kingdom 
have a quality of life in this world which is in it but not 
of it. “My kingdom is not from this world; if my king- 
dom were from this world, my servants would fight, in 
order that I might not be delivered to the Jews. But 
now my kingdom is not from this place .... I for this 
was born, and for this came into the world, that I might 
bear witness to the truth.” 


The Prince of Peace the Keystone of Christian Peace 
The many movements that have begun within society 
and outside the Church to corral forces for peace, while 
many of them recognize that the methods of Jesus are 
the only methods that can be used if peace is to be, do 
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not see, eye to eye and face to face with the Christian 
movement that looks to the final establishment of a 
Kingdom of Peace in one important particular: the 
place that the Prince of Peace occupies in it and His 
function in the present situation. Christians rightfully 
emphasize that He must be the Keystone which holds 
the movement for peace together and gives it power. 


The Example of Jesus in Seeking a Peaceful World 

- Kirby Page (Jesus and Christianity, Doubleday Doran 
New York) and many others have collected an appalling 
mass of evidence to show the reason why organized 
Christianity stands today partially paralyzed and rela- 
tively impotent in the face of spiritual apathy and inter- 
national, economic, racial and social problems which de- 
feat its functioning for peace. He supports those who 
find the primary reason for this, first, in the frequency 
with which the Churches have blessed and supported 
horrible iniquities and that they are still entangled in 
many giant evils, and, secondly, in the individual’s apathy 
to and adoption of the principles of thought and action 
set in motion by Jesus. 

Only a detailed study of the life of Christ can show 
us where the departure from His way of life is made. 
Samples of His method and life will be found in His 
temptations, parables and promises. 

In the temptations, the “Prince of Peace’ rejected 
the attempt to concentrate in a ministry of physical 
healing, to rely upon spectacular displays of power, and 
the acceptance of earthly power and prestige by gaining 
great stores of earthly things and making friends with 
the great men of earth. His parables amplify what the 
angels meant when they sang of “peace on earth, good- 
will to men.” Those who chose the Kingdom were 
urged to do their duty of witnessing to the Kingdom be- 
fore all nations, and impart their soul power and re- 
ligious experience to save the world, as salt has power 
to give taste and preserve, or light to shed radiance 
abroad, or the city on a hill to be seen from a far dis- 
tance. The parables also attempt to enlarge and deepen 
the religious consciousness of God’s people with a mis- 
sion to the world in the Kingdom of God, while others 
stress the imminent nature of the Kingdom in this life. 
Still other groups of parables reveal the uniquely spirit- 
ual and ethical quality of those in the Kingdom. “The 
Mote and the Beam” is a vivid warning against judging 
others: “the Good and the Bad Trees” suggests that hu- 
man conduct reveals the spiritual quality within; God’s 
truth will reproduce itself through character, and this 
will show whether a man’s life is of God. To belong to 
this movement carries with it a cost, even if it means 
sundering the dearest home ties. In the parable of the 
“Good Samaritan” Jesus reaches the climax of His 
teachings and method. All that makes for peace and 
saving grace depends upon one’s acceptance of Him and 
the growth of spiritually creative personality into which 
He inserts the germ of His words and influence, leaving 
its power of propogating life to bring about the creative 
personalities who shall be fitting material for the King- 
dom and, because of this, create peace. One like “the 
Samaritan” reveals the compassion of true goodness: 
a fellow-man in need affords an opportunity for love 
which does not inquire what minimum must be attained 
if eternal life is to be possessed. Creative love asks not 
what are the limits to religious experience and _ its 
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promptings, but what opportunity for the expression of 
such personality are afforded. 


His Actions and Promises 

Dying upon a Cross that men might live and have 
peace is both a summary of His actions and a challenge 
to His followers. By this act He established a resource 
of Life and a spiritual treasury “where moth and rust 
doth not consume; and where thieves do not break 
through and steal.” (Matthew 6:20) In this He showed 
how truly He and the Father were One and the ends to 
which men must go if they would touch the hem of the 
garment of Peace. By it His promises become not merely 
wishful hopes but actual storehouses of power for peace. 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you.” (John 14:27) 
Through His sacrifice His teachings become as luminous 
as the sun and stars so that anyone searching for the 
light of truth and peace can never stop short of His 
Light and Peace. 


The Christian’s Duty 

Therefore, Paul knew whereof he spoke: “For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 
(Romans 1:16) In Paul’s words, the Prince of Peace 
demands that if I would be worthy to be a stone in the 
structure of world peace, I must “Present (my) body a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is my 
reasonable (spiritual) service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be transformed by the renewing of (my) 
mind, that (1) may prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect, will of God.” (Romans 12:1, 2) 


What His Duty Means 

Put in practical terms a Christian’s duty means that 
(1) if our good will is intelligent, (2) if we create ade- 
quate practical channels, (3) if we abandon the doctrine 
that the end justifies the means, (4) if we are willing to 
take the consequences, and (5) if we discover and utilize 
spiritual resources, in time the Goddess of Peace will 
raise her hand in benediction upon our labors which 
have not been in vain in the Lord. 


Before We Close 

Before we close our discussion of war and peace it 
might be well to evaluate all that has been said and 
discussed in our three meetings by taking two or three 
copies of a newspaper, several magazines, and perhaps 
the titles of a dozen or two dozen books, picking out 
those things in them which have not been changed over 
the past twenty centuries by the principles of Jesus. 
Perhaps the group would like to make a newspaper of 
their own in which the articles are pasted. If we are 
inclined to be fatalistic, this is certain to give us hope. 


Resource Material 
Kirby Page: Jesus or Christianity—Doubleday Doran 
& Co., Garden City, N. Y. 
Hopwood: The Religious Experience of the Primitive 
Church—Scribner’s Sons, New York 
Any Life of Christ 
Biographies of Great Men 


Questions 
1. Should the Church be separated from the State? 
Why? 
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2. Superstition and magic have played a large part 
in Christian history. Has this done more to prevent 
peace than the desire of rulers for power? 

3. Does it make a-difference for peace if Christ is 
the Son of God or merely a good Man who developed 
the best rules for living ever found? 

4. Which is more important, a man’s financial con- 
tribution to a worthy cause, such as peace, or his service 
for the cause? 

5. Are missions a force for peace? 


December 26, 1937 
Sunday after Christmas 


WORLD-WIDE TIDINGS 
Mark 16:15-18 
(By Mr. Chas. W. Fuhr, Treasurer, Luther League of America) 


To Leader: Please turn to Senior section for material on the 
above topic. Or, if you have not studied all of the three preced- 
ing topics in December, it will repay you to go back and cover 
carefully the topic or topics missed. 


At this season of the year, our hearts and minds 
are turned to the birth of the Christ Child. We attend 
Church services and Christmas celebrations of Church 
Schools, when we again hear the old, old and yet ever 
new story of the Babe of Bethlehem. We rejoice at His 
birth and our hearts are filled with wonder and gratitude 
at this manifestation of God’s love for the children of 
men. But does our love and gratitude stop there? Do 
we give any thought to the idea that we, too, as the 
followers of the Christ Child, have a responsibility both 
to the Saviour whose birth we now celebrate and to those 
who are still outside of His redeeming love? 

When His work was finished here on earth, Jesus 
placed upon His disciples the responsibility of witness- 
ing for Him to all the nations of the world. His last 
command to them was “Go ye.” The place, “All the 
world.” The purpose, “Preach the Gospel.” In St. 
Matthew’s Gospel (Chapter 28:19, 20) there is a promise 
connected with that last command which St. Mark does 
not record. Often we hear Christians discuss this prom- 
ise apart by itself and forget that it is coupled with 
and, given to those who obey the command. Can we 
claim its fulfillment to ourselves without obedience to 
the command? God’s message of His love indeed comes 
to us this day, but we best keep it when we share it 
with others. And the more we share it, the greater 
abundance we have ourselves. 


God’s Plan—The Preparation 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should ‘not perish but have everlasting 
life.” (John 3:16). This giving of His Son, whose birth 
we now celebrate, was not the result of a sudden decision 
on God’s part. True, He came unexpectedly to the 
people of Judea, but His coming at this particular time 
was only the working out of a plan of redemption which 
God began centuries before. St. Paul speaks of it as 
“the fulness of time.” (Galatians 4:4) 

Let us discuss some of the events which prepared 
the way for the coming of the Saviour. 

1. God’s call to one man, Abraham, to be the pro- 
genitor of a people which should be His witness in the 
world and from which the Messiah was to come. Abra- 
ham was called to leave his home in Ur of the Chaldees 
to go to a land which was not even revealed at the time. 
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Abraham obeyed the call and went to sojourn in a for- 
eign country among strangers. With this one man, God 
began His work of preparation for a nation which was 
to be His chosen people. Abraham was a man of great 
faith, and that faith was severely tested at times. Pos- 
sibly the severest test came when God commanded him 
to offer up his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice. Why? (See 
Question No. 1) 

2. Joseph—one of the finest, if not the finest, char- 
acter to be found in the Old Testament, and the story of 
his life is most interesting. He, too, left his home and 
his people, but it was not of his own choosing as in 
the case of his great-grandfather Abraham. His sale by 
his brothers to the Midianites and his experiences in 
Egypt were not mere chance, but as he himself said to 
his brothers many years later, “It was not you that 
sent me hither, but God.” (Genesis 45:7) He spoke 
wiser than he knew. Doubtless, he saw only that God 
had placed him in a position to save his own people 
from starvation, but God was looking far down the ages, 
and planned to bring the family He had chosen into a 
place where they might develop into a great nation. 
(See Question No. 2) 

3. Moses. The birth of Moses and his adoption by 
Pharaoh’s daughter, his misguided effort to help his 
countrymen, his life in the wilderness, were all but a 
part of God’s plan to separate His chosen people from 
the heathen influences of Egypt and take them to a 
land where He might the better fit them for their great 
mission to the world. In Moses He was preparing a 
great leader for the next step in His plan of redemption 
—the giving of the Law. 

4. The Exodus. Moses led the Israelites into the 
wilderness of Sinai, and there God gave them the moral 
and civil laws which were to govern their lives and 
nation, the ceremonial laws directing their forms of wor- 
ship and the tabernacle as their place of worship. Their 
training as the people of God was begun. But they 
were disobedient and ungrateful. Time and time again, 
God found it necessary to punish them for their sins 
and eventually send them into exile. After many years, 
they were restored to their own land, the fulness of time 
had come and God sent His Son into the world. (See 
Question No. 3) 

5. Space does not permit of further presentation of 
this phase of our topic, but it might be interesting and 
profitable to discuss the place in God’s plan of the follow- 
ing: the times of the judges, the prophets, the demand 
of Israel for a king, King David, the building of temple, 
the exile and return. All of these played their part in 
the preparation of the coming of the Christ. 


Questions 
1. In what way was Abraham and Isaac a type of 
Christ? 
2. In what ways was Joseph a type of Jesus? 
3. What are some types of Christ found in Hebrew 
temple worship? 


God’s Plan—Its Fulfillment 
“Unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’ Such was the an- 
nouncement by the angel from heaven. We will not 
go into details of this interesting story, but direct our 
attention to certain facts as they relate to this topic. 
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Jesus was of Jewish birth. From the prophecies, the 
priests knew this would be true of the promised Messiah. 
They could even name the town in which He should be 
born. But their idea was that He should be the King of 
the Jews only, and that the Gentile world had no claim 
upon Him. But their way was not God’s way as is evi- 
dent by the manner of His birth was revealed. 

There are two accounts of His birth, each having 
a special significance. One is by St. Luke which tells of 
the sudden appearance of angels to the lowly Jewish shep- 
herds as they watched their flocks at night. And how 
significant their message. “Behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy which shall be to all people” and again 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- 
will toward men.” The bold face is ours, but the mes- 
sage seems to serve notice to the Jews that the blessings 
of the coming Messiah were to be enjoyed by “‘all people” 
on the earth. 

The other account is by St. Matthew. And here we 
find that God reveals, through a star, the birth of the 
King of the Jews to Gentiles in a far-off land. “Where 
is He that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen 
His star in the east and are come to worship Him.” 
This is the question of the magi in Jerusalem. It must 
have been quite disconcerting to the proud Jewish priests 
and leaders to hear from Gentiles from a far country 
announce the birth of the King for whom they had long 
been waiting. If there were any thoughful ones among 
them, it must have shaken their idea that He was for 
their nation only. Why did these unknown Gentiles 
from afar hear of His coming before the Jewish leaders 
who were supposed to have the oracles of God? Could 
it mean anything else than the coming of a new order 
which was to include the world? And so it was, for 
after Jesus had finished His work here on earth, He gave 


His Last Command 

It was on a mountain where He had gathered His 
disciples. “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature.” So He commands them and as 
they look at Him, they see Him slowly ascend into 
heaven and disappear from view. There is only one 
thing for them to do now and that was to return and 
spread the “glad tidings” to all who would hear. They 
had heard His sayings, they had seen His miracles, and 
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they had talked with Him after His resurrection. They 
could truly witness for Him. And so earnestly did they 
bear testimony that the Christian Church was born and 
thousands were added to it. 

But they have passed on! Who is to do it now? 
And when, and were, and how? For the sad fact re- 
mains that after 1900 years, the world is not yet Chris- 
tian. Is it not because Christians have become lukewarm 
in their spiritual life and failed to witness for Him? 


How Does This Apply To Luther Leaguers? 

What are we doing to spread the glad tidings to all 
the world? Do we confine ourselves to local celebra- 
tions of the Christmas festival and the giving of gifts to 
our friends? And possibly make some offering to some 
institution. This is all right as far as it goes, but it 
falls far short of what the Lord expects of us. Have we 
received blessings from the Lord? Do we find in Him 
a Helper and Guide in our daily life? And do we find 
joy in worshipping and serving Him? Let each of us 
answer these questions. If so, we should have the spirit 
to witness to others of His love and work, and find joy 
in sending the Gospel to those who are beyond our per- 
sonal touch, whether in our own or foreign lands. 

But if we, as Leaguers, do not really know what 
Jesus has done for us by our own experience, it is high 
time to examine our own lives and see what is wrong. 
It is said of Dwight L. Moody, when as a youth, he 
applied for membership in the Mt. Vernon Congrega- 
tional Church of Boston, he had to appear before the 
Board for examination. One question asked of him was 
“What has God done for you and for us all?’ Moody 
answered, “I think He has done a great deal for us 
all, but I don’t know anything He has done in particu- 
lar.” Because of the vagueness of his reply, his applica- 
tion was refused. It was not until the following year 
that he was accepted. 

Would this be your confession if called upon to 
witness? Or could you really give an answer of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? 


O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel. 
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December 5, 1937 
OUR CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS 


Matthew 2:1-12 
(By Rey. Norman M. Schlegel, Brooklyn, N. Y.) 


We have become so accustomed to the many little 
customs that cluster around our celebration of Christ- 
mas that few of us stop to think of their origin. Many 
of them were not originally Christian at all, but pagan. 
However, the most beautiful ones are definitely difficult 
to trace. In some cases there are arguments as to just 
where they did come from. So if you have heard 
different origins for some of those discussed in this topic, 
just remember that they began so long ago it is hard 
to tell where they first were used. 


Cookies 

Let us begin first with that custom which requires 
a bit of preparation some time before Christmas. I don’t 
believe that many of you Intermediates would contradict 
me if I said this one was one of those nearest to our 
hearts—or rather our stomachs. Somewhere around the 
15th of December many housewives roll up their sleeves, 
get out the flour and sugar, butter and other cookie in- 
gredients and begin a regular orgy of baking for Christ- 
mas. As the days roll by and Christmas approaches 
there will be found an ever-increasing number of jars of 
cookies on the pantry shelf. There will be stars, ginger- 
bread men, pig, chickens, birds, horses, diamonds, 
hearts, and innumerable other shapes, with frostings of 
all the colors of the rainbow to decorate them, to say 
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nothing of the candies and colored sugars galore that 
make them a sight for sore eyes and start our mouths 
watering. This “Cookie Custom” is only a part of the 
great custom of Christmas feasting. When the custom 
began, the cookies were not intended so much for the 
members of the family as for those who visited during 
the season of Christmas joyousness. Food plays a big 
part in all of our good times today and it played an 
even greater part in times gone by. No happy occasion 
was complete without feasting. Christmas time being 
a time of great joy because of the birth of Jesus, it had 
to be, therefore, also a time of great feasting. In addi- 
tion to the great Christmas feast, the two weeks that 
followed Christams were spent in calling upon each other 
and sharing the Christmas joy—and it was at these times 
that the Christmas cookies were brought out and shared. 
This custom is still followed to a large extent in certain 
parts of Eastern Pennsylvania. The custom of making 
these cookies into the shape of various animals began, 
as near as I could learn, among our good Lutheran 
brethren of Sweden. Originally intended to represent 
the actors at the birth of Jesus, gradually other animals 
and figures were added. This Christmas season, when 
you sit curled up in a chair reading that new book you 
got for Christmas, and munching at your mother’s 
cookies, don’t forget that the reason for those cookies 
was not so much to satisfy your own appetite as they 
were intended to be a means of sharing the Christmas 
joy. Even cookies have a way of carrying joyous news. 


Gifts 

What a tremendous hustle and bustle there is just 
before Christmas—buying gifts for Mother, Dad, sisters, 
brothers and our dearest friends. And what fun it is 
and such a fine custom, too. But the trouble is that if 
we stop just there, we have lost the real meaning of gift- 
giving at Christmas. For this giving of gifts is just an 
imitation of the act of the Wise Men in bringing gifts to 
the Baby Jesus. Today it is not possible to give gifts 
to Jesus in the way the Wise Men did so we substitute 
someone we love and that He loves too. The trouble 
is that too often we stop buying gifts when we have 
bought them for those dearest to us. We forget the 
stranger whom He also loves. If we want to get the 
fullest joy out of our Christmas gife-giving, we must not 
forget the words of Jesus, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto the least of these, my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” The best fun of all is buying for someone 
that needs it very badly—some poor boy or girl who 
otherwise would receive nothing. It is mighty fine and 
heaps of fun to buy for our parents and friends, but let 
us never forget that when we share our Christmas joy 
with those in need we are really bringing gifts to the 
manger of Jesus just as the Wise Men did of old. 


The Christmas Tree 

The first of our Christmas customs came from snowy 
Sweden, the second from sunny Palestine and our third 
takes us on a journey to the birthplace of Lutheranism 
—Germany. Martin Luther has been given the credit for 
the introduction of the use of the Christmas tree as a 
general Christmas custom. But I suspect that the cus- 
tom began long before Luther lived. There is one old 
legend that tells us that the Evergreen Tree became the 
symbol of Christianity at the time the first Christian 
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missionary entered Germany. Boniface, the missionary 
to the German tribes, was journeying on his way seeking 
an opportunity to preach the Gospel when he was cap- 
tured by one of the fierce heathen tribes that then oc- 
cupied Germany. They were about to sacrifice the son 
of their chief to appease the anger of Thor, the God of 
Thunder. Thor’s Symbol was a massive oak tree. Boni- 
face pleaded for the life of the little lad but without 
success. Finally he told them he would test the power 
of their God, Thor, by cutting down the sacred oak. The 
tribesmen finally agreed, certain that the moment he 
touched the tree with his axe, Thor would strike him 
with a thunderbolt. Chip by chip Boniface cut away the 
mighty tree until it finally fell with a resounding crash 
that echoed through the giant forest, and still he stood 
unharmed. Thor had been powerless and Boniface was 
believed and the boy’s life spared. Now beside the 
great oak stood a tiny evergreen tree. Pointing to it, 
Boniface said it was the symbol of the new religion he 
had come to preach. Just as this tiny tree stood through 
all the seasons, always green, never changing except to 
grow, so was the Gospel of Jesus Christ always the 
same. Since that time, they say, the evergreen has been 
used as a symbol of Christmas—for it was about Christ- 
mas time that the incident in the legend occurred. 


The Christmas Tree—A Legend 

There is another legend about Christmas trees that 
I think should be told. The story tells us that as Mary, 
Joseph and the Baby Jesus were fleeing to Egypt to 
escape the anger of the cruel King Herod, they came 
to a forest. Mary was too tired to go on. Seeing a pine 
tree nearby, she hid herself and the Baby in the hollow 
of the tree. The pine tree, so the story says, lowered its 
branches and hid the Mother and Child until the soldiers 
of King Herod had passed by. In gratitude the Baby 
Jesus is supposed to have blessed the tree for its kind- 
ness and in so doing marked the fruit of the tree with 
His hand. It is said that if you cut a pine cone length- 
wise, you can sometimes see the imprint of a baby’s hand. 


A Nursery 

One of the most beautiful of our Christmas customs 
comes from sunny Italy, from where it spread into 
Germany, France and finally to other parts of the world. 
It is the custom of erecting a Christmas Creche inthe 
home and in the Church. Little dolls are dressed to 
represent Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the Shepherds and the 
Wise Men. They are placed in a cave or shed in the 
positions they are believed to have been in when Jesus 
was born. In the background are placed the donkey and 
the oxen that were in the stable when Jesus was born. 
With one of these in our home we certainly cannot 
forget that the greatest Christmas Gift of all was given 
by God Himself when He sent Jesus to be born, 


“Christians Awake, Salute the Happy Morn” 

Some hymns are intended to be tender and quiet, 
some to tell a story, some are like a grand hallelujah 
chorus in which one can well imagine the whole host 
of heaven and earth joining in one mighty chorus of 
praise to God. One of these last type of hymns, it 
seems to me, is “Christians Awake, Salute the Happy 
Morn.” It was written by an English Clergyman by the 
name of John Byrom, born in 1692, died in 1763. I can 
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best describe the effect the hymn has on me by compar- 
ing it to a fine organist playing a great organ. First 
the clear, deep tones of the trumpet calling us to wor- 
ship and then the gradual addition of stops and an in- 
crease in volume until all of the beauty and power of 
the organ has been combined into a mighty swell of 
beautiful sound that beats against the walls of the 
Church like the waves of a mighty sea beating against 
the shore. Rarely does the music of a hymn fit as well 
as the music written for this one by John Wainright. 
Played and sung with enthusiasm there is no finer 
hymn with which to begin a Christmas service. 
Singing for Others 

There are many more Christmas carols that we 
might study, but I think these are enough for the time. 
I might have taken the less familiar ones as a basis for 
this article but I believe it is more important that we 
learn to know, love and really understand those carols 
which we use most often. Be sure to study the words of 
each one carefully. Each has a message and an inspira- 
tion to give to you. All of these carols have been written 
as the result of a human heart that was so full of love 
for his Saviour, so overjoyed at God’s gift of Jesus that 
he had to burst forth in song to tell the story to the 
world, In customs, picture and Christmas carol we find 
always that the central idea is the sharing of goodwill 
and joy with others. While these hymns give us joy 
and inspiration, they are also one of the means through 
which we share our joy at the Saviour’s birth with the 
world. Our carolling at the homes of shut-ins brings 
new hope, comfort and joy to them. Our happy voices 
proclaiming again our Saviour’s birth often reach the 
hearts of those bowed down with worry, and of those 
who have never really known Jesus. We will never be 
able to realize how often, unknown to us, we have been 
able to change a life through our songs. 

Singing and Its Meaning For You 

I cannot close this discussion without a word of 
warning. It may tickle our ears to sing, we may feel a 
pleasant sensation coming from pleasing sounds and 
rhythm, but we will never discover the real joy in the 
Christmas carol or any other song or hymn until we 
mean and understand the words we sing. It is important 
as you develop this topic that you emphasize that. It 
may be very interesting to know who wrote the hymn, 
and the circumstances under which it was written, but 
it is more important that you know what the hymn 
means and that you apply its message to your own 
heart. Study the hymn very carefully, read it over and 
over, burn its words and its message into your heart, 
Ask yourself “what message has it for me?” Do this and 
you will be able to make these hymns live all over 
again in the hearts of your fellow-Leaguers. They will 
have a new meaning for them and will become some of 
their most precious possessions. 

If you want more material on the origin and author- 
ship of the hymns, if you would like to know more 
about the life of the author, your public library should 
have Julian’s “Dictionary of Hymnology.” In addition 
you can find other books on hymns and some special 
books of Christmas carols. 

Carolling 

England, of all countries in the world, is perhaps the 

most famous for that beautiful Christmas custom called 
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carolling. To greet the dawn of each Christmas with 
song as did the angel host on that first Christmas Day is 
indeed a worthwhile custom. From the beginning of 
time men have turned to song when they were happy. 
It was natural, therefore, for people from the time of 
Jesus’ birth to want to greet the dawn of each anniver- 
sary of that birth with hymns of joy and praise. There 
is nothing more thrilling than to get up early on Christ- 
mas morning and a joyous group as with happy voices 
they announce to the world again that the Saviour is 
born. I remember getting up one Christmas morning 
at three and joining a group of my Intermediates as 
they went carolling through the parish. We gathered 
at the Church where we rang the Church bell before 
starting off. Then we made a tour of the parish singing 
in every street where members of the Church or shut- 
ins lived. Light after light appeared and happy faces 
were pressed against the window panes. And, as we 
started our return trip to the Church we were joined, 
one by one, by people on their way to the Church. 
Slowly the ever-growing procession made its way toward 
God’s house, silently filing in reverently, waiting in 
the pews until the bell announced the beginning of the 
Dawn Service. 
Santa Claus 

There is just one more custom I would like to tell 
you about. It is not usually considered a religious cus- 
tom and yet its origin is found in a beautiful Christian 
act. I refer to the coming of Santa Claus. In some 
countries our jolly old saint is known as St. Nicholas. 
About 250 years after St. Paul visited the little town of 
Patara a young man by the name of Nicholas was born 
there. Later he became Bishop of a nearby town called 
Myra. It was the good man’s practice to go about at 
night and leave gifts for the poor. He died on January 
6, 342. Since the day of his death and the season of 
Christmas gift-giving are so close together the two soon 
became connected. Finally as the years rolled by, St. 
Nicholas began to take on the white beard and jolly 
figure of the children’s Santa Claus of today. 

There are many more Christmas customs and tradi- 
tions that might be discussed, but our space will not 
permit. I believe, however, that these few will show us 
one important thing. The underlying principle of all of 
them is the idea of joy and good will, not to ourselves 
alone, but to others. We begin with the love of God in 
giving us His Son to show us how to live and who died 
that we might be saved. That makes Christmas a time 
of joy. But the Christian is not selfish. The joy God 
has sent him, the good will God has shown him, cannot 
be kept to himself or it dies. In order that joy and good 
will may grow it must be shared with others. True 
Christians have always realized this and as a result our 
greatest and most enduring Christmas customs and tra- 
ditions are those which require sharing in order to be 
really enjoyed. If you are interested in discovering ad- 
ditional custome and traditions for yourself, you might 
look up the word Christmas in the card index in your 
local public library. You will find much help there. In 
addition you will find ideas in the December issue of the 
following magazines: Ladies Home Journal, Pictorial 
Review, McCall’s, The American Magazine, The Luth- 
eran, Parish School Magazine, Lutheran Boys and 
Girls, and Lutheran Young Folks. 
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GREAT MADONNAS 


Luke 2:15-20 
(By Rev. Norman M.-Schlegel, Brooklyn, N. Y.) 


Strictly speaking, in discussing the great Madonnas, 
we should confine ourselves to those pictures that show 
just Mary and Jesus with perhaps a few additional fig- 
ures, but which do not necessarily tell the story of 
Jesus’ birth, I believe, however, that for our purpose, 
it would be much more interesting to study the great 
pictures that tell us the story of Jesus’ birth. It will be 
far more satisfactory to you if you have a copy of each 
picture as you read about it here and as you study it 
for giving the topic. 

One of the most popular and beautiful of all the 
pictures telling the story of Jesus’ birth is Correggio’s 
“Holy Night.” The painter was an Italian who lived 
from 1494 to 1534. His full name was Antonio Allegri 
da Correggio. “Holy Night” was painted in 1522 as an 
altar piece for a chapel in the Church of St. Prospero at 
Reggio. Although begun in 1522 it was not finished 
until 1530. Duke Francesco of Modena, liked it so 
much that he stole it in 1640, putting a copy in its 
place. In 1746 the Duke’s collection of pictures was sold 
to Augustus III, Elector of Saxony, and “Holy Night” 
now hangs in the Gallery at Dresden, along with 
Raphael’s “Sistine Madonna.” As we look at the pic- 
ture the thing that catches our eye first of all is the 
unusual way in which Correggio has painted the light. 
All the light comes from the Baby Jesus, quite bright 
where He is but gradually getting fainter and fainter 
until it finally loses itself in the blackness along the 
edges of the picture. Mary and the Child Jesus hold 
the center of the picture. Dressed in soft blue and crim- 
son Mary is kneeling before a crude wooden crib in 
which there is a handful of straw. Arms encircling the 
Baby her face is lighted with love and tenderness. As 
we look at the scene the Shepherds have just arrived. 
In the foreground we see the giant shepherd with arm 
upraised. Is it a gesture of wonder? Is he reverently 
removing his cap? Or is he describing the wonderful 
scene of the arrival of the angels on the hillside jusi 
a short time before? Whatever it is, Mary isn’t interested 
—her interest is centered in the Child in her arms. In 
the background we can see Joseph struggling with the 
donkey that seems to be intent on learning just what 
this strange thing is that has taken over his manger. 
And beyond Joseph through the opening in the roof and 
wall the rosy light of dawn is beginning to steal across 
the sky. The whole message of the picture can be 
centered in two words, Joy and Love. Joy of a mother 
at the birth of her Child—the joy of a world that knows 
Salvation has come. A mother’s love and God’s love. All 
these woven together into one glorious picture. 

Two of our more modern German artists are ex- 
tremely popular with children because of the ease with 
which we can understand their pictures and also because 
of the beautiful coloring of their pictures. One of these 
artists is Bernhard Plockhorst. It takes very little imag- 
ination to grasp the story of the picture he has called 
“The Announcement to the Shepherds.” Imagine for your- 
self a quiet hillside in ancient Judea, A group of shep- 
herds calmly seated there watching their flocks. Per- 
haps they are talking, as they so often did, about the 
glory of God as it was revealed to them in the beauties 
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of nature. “The Heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament showeth His handiwork.” Then in the 
midst of their reveries a bright light suddenly appears 
and out of it an angel messenger. Fear and awe come 
upon them—and, then a voice, “Fear not, for behold I 
bring you Good Tidings of great joy ...” Plockhurst 
has painted this picture of the moment when the angel 
is just finishing his message, when his arm is out- 
stretched pointing toward the city of Bethlehem in the 
background. The awe and wonder is still on the faces of 
the shepherds. Back of the angel the angelic host is be- 
ginning to appear. In the distance the star of Bethlehem 
has appeared and is hovering over the city. Soon the 
glorious heavenly song, “Glory to God in the Highest 
and on Earth Peace, Goodwill to men,” will echo over 
the quiet country-side. A few words will suffice to tell 
the message of the picture. All lines in the picture, and 
the use of light, point toward the city of David where 
the Saviour is born. The message of the picture is, God 
has sent His Son; rejoice and go to worship Him. 

Most artists in painting the picture of the birth of 
Jesus made little attempt to paint the stable true to life. 
They were naturally more interested in telling the real 
story of the birth. LeRolle, the French artist, in his 
“Arrival of the Shepherds,’ comes closest to the original 
setting as we know it from modern research. This pic- 
ture is perhaps the simplest of all the Nativity pictures. 
As we look into the picture we find ourselves in a huge, 
dimly-lighted cave. Great trunks of trees act as rafters, 
irregular and untouched they produce a feeling that 
these folk among whom Jesus was born were simple, 
untutored people. There are no angels, no signs of the 
supernatural—just an ordinary human birth in most 
humble surroundings. The only indication of God’s hand 
is the streaming of light through the crevices of the 
rock. It seems as if the artist wanted to be sure that 
we realize that God carried out His plans for men 
through simple human agencies. Taking things just as 
they are and using them for His sublime purpose. The 
shepherds almost symbolize you and me. If you and 
I had heard the angels’ song and hurried to the spot 
where the long-expected Saviour lay, I don’t believe we 
would have crowded close to Mary and the Child. In- 
stead, like them, we would have stood some distance off, 
screened by the friendly pillars, gazing in fear and rever- 
ence. Perhaps, like one of them, we would have fallen 
to our knees in worship. These shepherds are just us, 
in the presence of one of God’s mysterious and glorious 
acts. 

Among the most unusual and interesting of all our 
Christmas pictures is “The Star of Bethlehem”, by Sir 
Edward Burne-Jones. This picture, a life-sized water 
color, now hangs in the gallery at Birmingham, England. 
Its coloring is glorious and the picture is crammed with 
symbolism of all kinds, more than we can possibly dis- 
cuss here. In the beginning of his ‘‘Divine Comedy,” the 


great Italian poet, Dante, writes these words: 
“Midwy upon the journey of our life 
For the straight-forward pathway had been lost, 
I found myself within a forest dark, 
Ah me, how hard a thing it is to say 
What was this forest savage, rough ard stern 
Which in the very thought renews the fear. 
So bitter is it, death is little more.’” 
As the poem goes on God provides the means of 


rescue from this dark forest of life. The wood stands for 
sin from which can cannot find his own way, but God 
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provides the guidance and the way. With this idea in 
mind Burne-Jones painted his picture. As we look at it 
we see in the background the bare forbidding forest, 
cold and bleak. It stands for sin. Through the darkness 
the angel, now standing in the middle of the picture, has 
with the Star of Bethlehem in his hands, guided the wise 
men to the feet of the infant Jesus. Dark and cold is the 
background, but how warm is the foreground, where 
Jesus is, the ground decked with blooming flowers and 
verdant growing things. 

The artist’s first emphasis—Man rescued from the 
forest of Sin and brought into the presence of Jesus 
through God’s guidance. But in the costuming and at- 
titudes of the Wise Men we find the most beautiful 
symbolism of all. First of these is Caspar, Monarch of 
Tarsus, bringing gold, the symbol of Kingship. But 
Caspar, kingly though he looks, with his great dignity, 
is not dressed like a king, but rather like a scolar. His 
kingdom is the kingdom of thought; his beard the symbol 
of the wisdom of experience. His world-wide search has 
been on the basis that ‘Wisdom is better than rubies, 
and all the things that may be desired are not to be 
compared unto it.” And his search has led him “in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Melchior follows—King of Arabia—bringing as his gift, 
frankincense, symbol of deity. A warrior clad in armor 
of steel and bronze, symbol of powerful manhood, of 
the world’s conquering forces. But he brings a greater 
gift than the frankincense he bears. He has come to 
lay his crown at the feet of Jesus in acknowledgment 
that all the forces of this world must bow before the 
King of Heaven and come under His sway. Last of all 
comes Balthazar, of Saba, with his gift of myrrh, the 
healing oil and symbol of death and burial. Son of the 
wealthy, luxurious East, his very face bears the stamp 
of luxury. His garments are rich and heavy with jewels. 
Even his sandals blaze with tunem. There is no doubt 
what the artist meant here, “The wealth of nations 
shall come unto Thee, they shall bring gold and frank- 
incense.’ We gaze in awe at the wealth, power and 
wisdom represented in the Wise Men and then our 2aze 
falls upon the humble little child nestled in the arms of 
His mother and we cannot help but think of the words 
of St. Paul, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty might be- 
come rich.” In the midst of all this beautiful and com- 
plicated symbolism is there a simple little message we 
can keep with us always as a result of our study of this 
picture? I think so. Look at the picture again. Have 
you noticed how the ice and snow seem to be melting 
and moving ever farther away from the neighborhood 
of Jesus, and how in its place, blossoms spring forth? 
Can it mean that the artist intended to tell us that love— 
the love of God—drives before it all the cold, harsh 
things of life and replaces them with beauty? I wonder 
if the artist didn’t want us to feel that the love of Jesus 
in our hearts will melt away the sin and care that is 
there and replace it with the flowers of the joy of living 
and service with Him, 

It has been possible to discuss but briefly the real 
richness of a few pictures. There are many more that 
will well repay your careful study. In addition to what 


you have been able to read here there are many more 
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things in these pictures that you will be able to discover 
for yourself if you study them carefully. Don’t expect 
to be able to find everything by looking just once. Study 
the picture carefully. Follow the rules for such study 
given in the Quarterly Helps. If it is at all possible, 
do not try to discuss these pictures without having a 
fair-sized copy of the picture. If you cannot find them 
around your Church and can’t afford to buy them, go to 
your nearest public library. They usually have a pretty 
fair colléction of pictures; if they haven’t, they may be 
able to tell you where you might be able to borrow them. 

As you study these pictures remember that the 
artist’s purpose was more than the mere illustration of 
a Bible incident. He had a message to give to the world 
—a message of God’s goodness, His love. A message 
of hope and joy for the world. But even more than that 
he has a message for every person who looks at the pic- 
ture. It consists of telling you ways in which you can 
live a better life and a life that is more nearly that of 
the ideal Jesus has set. I hope I have been able to 
point out enough of this in the discussion so that you 
can continue from there and find the whole of that 
message. 


December 19, 1937 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
Luke 1,46-56 
(By Rev. Norman M. Schlegel, Brooklyn, N. Y.) 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

We often find in life that the busiest men are able 
to do the most beautiful things. Out of a full life come 
the poems, hymns, and pictures that inspire mankind. 
This was particularly true of Charles Wesley, one of 
the greatest hymn writers the world has known. So 
busy that often his hymns were written as he jolted 
along the country roads on the back of a horse. Despite 
the handicaps under which he labored Wesley wrote 
many hymns that have won their way deep into the 
hearts of Christians throughout the world. One of the 
most magnificent of his hymns is “Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing.” Written in 1735 and revised in 1743 it 
is at the same time one of the most beautiful and one 
of the simplest of our Christmas carols. Beginning with 
the words of the Heavenly Host of the Judean Hillside 
it invites all the world to rise and join the mighty 
chorus of praise. In the most impressive words he can 
find he goes on to describe the glory, power and mission 
of Jesus. Finally in the last stanza, he invites Jesus, 
desire of nations, everlasting Lord, to come into our own 
hearts. First the Angelic Message, then the invitation 
to Jesus to enter our hearts—what more can one want 
in a hymn? And singing it to the glorious music of the 
famous composer, Felix Mendelssohn, makes it one of 
the most inspiring of our Christmas carols. 


“O' Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Seated in his study in the year 1868, just after having 
returned from a visit to the Holy Land, Phillips Brooks, 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Boston, was meditating. 
His thoughts wandered to that Christmas Eve when he 
had stood on the hillside overlooking the town of Beth- 
lehem, the birthplace of his Saviour. It had been a 
night much as he imagined that first night had been—- 
calm and still, the town deep in slumber and the stars. 
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shining brightly above. Out of his memories and out 
of a deeply spiritual life came the words of the beautiful 
Christmas carol, “O Little-Town of Bethlehem.” It was 
written for the children of his Sunday School. At his 
request the organist of his Church, Lewis Redner, wrote 
the music which we still use today when we sing it. 
Bishop Brooks was a fine Christian gentleman, his 
preaching was the best of his day, but those of us who 
live today will feel his influence on our lives not through 
his own life, or his famous sermons, but through the 
simple, telling words of this hymn. The story is told 
that on the morning of his death, a mother said to her 
child, “Bishop Brooks has gone to Heaven.” The child’s 
reply was, “O Mother, how happy the angels will be.” 
She had sung his Christmas carol. 


“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

Of the next Christmas carol we will discuss a cer- 
tain preacher who once remarked that no matter how 
unequal to the great day his sermon might be on Christ- 
mas, he always felt that the singing of this hymn made 
up for what he lacked. The hymn to which I refer is 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.” It was written in 
1860 by a Unitarian clergyman by the name of Edwin 
Hamilton Sears. It was originally written as a poem, 
but the following year the music was written by Richard 
Willis and it soon became one of our most popular 
earols. The picture of words this carol paints is al- 
most overwhelming. One must read and sing it care- 
fully to grasp fully the beauty of it. A glorious angelic 
song and the angels appearing, not one, but one after the 
other through the cloven skies—an almost unending pro- 
cession of God’s messengers. The song swelling ever 
louder and louder, spreading on and on until it has com- 
passed the earth and drowned out the babel of noise 
and strife and left the world with only a message of 
peace and of God’s goodwill. And then an invitation to 
a weary world to rest and listen to the angel song and 
in it to find comfort and hope. 


“Silent Night, Holy Night” 

It was a clear, starry Christmas Eve in the ancient 
city of Salzburg. The town people were joyfully cele- 
brating Christmas Eve in the good old German fashion. 
But in one home there was sadness, for on that day the 
wife and mother had gone to celebrate Christmas with 
her Lord in Heaven. The husband, Joseph Mohr, as- 
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sistant clergyman of the parish, sat with bowed head. 
Leaving his seat he moves to the window and gazes out 
on the quiet, snowy night. In another room his now 
motherless children are sleeping. As he stood there gaz- 
ing into the night to his ears came the sound of happy 
voices singing the very songs that he, his wife and 
children had been accustomed to sing. Then the thought 
came to him that she, too, was singing them then, blend- 
ing her voice with the voices of the angels. He stood 
there thoughtfully for a time, impressed with the calm 
beauty of the night. Turning suddenly he sat down and 
in a few minutes wrote that beautiful hymn, “Silent 
Night, Holy Night.” With him that night was a friend, 
Franz Gruber. He asked him to write some music for 
it. Gruber went into the Church, sat down at the organ 
and wrote the tune we love so much. In the morning 
he called together his choir and rehearsed the hymn and 
it was sung for the first time in that Church on Christ- 
mas in 1818. As we sing it we can hardly help but feel 
worry and care fall from us to be replaced with calm 
and peace. I believe this hymn is more universally pop- 
ular than any of our other Christmas carols. It is used 
often by famous singers in their concerts and no program 
of Christmas music is complete without it. Madame 
Schuman-Heinke, most beloved of the world’s singers, 
never failed to sing it on her programs during the 
Christmas season and on many other occasions. 


“Away In a Manger” 

The Luther household was always echoing with the 
songs of the family. Martin Luther, himself, was a great 
lover of music. He wrote hymns and composed music 
for them. The family frequently gathered around the 
fireside of an evening, and spent many happy moments 
together singing. Luther was a great lover of children 
and enjoyed nothing more than spending an evening 
with them in this fashion. Christmas was a great event 
in the Luther home. Weeks before Christmas would be 
spent rehearsing Christmas carols. The family gathered 
together singing and Luther accompanied them on the 
lute. Among the many hymns Luther has written is be- 
lieved to be one he wrote especially for his own chil- 
dren, “Away In a Manger.” It is a very short, but a 
very beautiful and very simple little hymn. While it is 
primarily a hymn for children I have found many grown- 
ups who very much enjoy singing it. I happen to be 
one of them. 
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JUNIOR TOPICS FOR DECEMBER 


Two lessons on “Beautiful Lives,’ a missionary 
meeting, and a Christmas program comprise the Decem- 
ber meetings. Plan well for these. 

Arrange your Christmas program now. Do not 
give a set program of exercises and recitations. At each 
meeting during December, develop the Christmas theme 
through worship, study, picture, story. Use the pam- 
phlets in the Program Packet: “Christmas Good Will” 
and “Making Christmas Real To The Juniors.” Let the 
Juniors discover the real meaning of Christmas. Then, 
on December 26th, let them arrange a program of their 
own, selecting from what they have learned, and share 
this program with another group. 


December 5, 1937 
SOME BEAUTIFUL LIVES OF TODAY 


Use the Teacher’s Manual and the Junior Topics Booklet No. 5, 
“The Child and Beauty.” 


Suggested Procedure 


Have some stories told from ‘Greatness Passing By’’—Niebuhr. 
Doubtless this can be borrowed from the library, if you do not 
have it. 

The week before ask each Junior to come to the meeting ready 
to represent some one whose life, by unselfishness, kindness, bravery 
or any other great quality shows beauty. They are to tell about the 
person selected, answer any questions which may be asked, but not 
tell name, and the other Juniors are to guess what characters they 
represent. Famous people and the heroes of everyday lifel may be 
included. 

Also assign some of these names and have some of the Juniors 
ready to tell how they helped others: Muriel Lester, Kagawa, Louis 
Agassiz, Michael Puppin, Edward Bok, Jacob Riis, Edward Steiner, 
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William Booth, Martha Berry, Albert Schweitzer, Stanley Jones, 
Mary Slessor. ; 
Their stories may be found in 
Heroes of Peace—Wailace 
Hands Around the World—Wallace 
Overcoming Handicaps—Wallace 
Stories of Brotherhood—Hunting 
and other books in the library. ; : 
Opening Worship—Story of Dorcas, who lived a beautiful life by 
helping others. ‘ ; 
Mateiial trom Junior Topics Booklet No. 5, given by Juniors 
Stories of Great Lives from books as suggested. 
Topic thoughts as given below by Juniors ; 
Discussion: How can we make our lives beautiful? 


Topic Thoughts 

We have heard of beautiful lives—people who, by 
doing great things, made the world more lovely for others. 

Let us remember three things: 

1. One need not be great or do some wonderfully 
big things to live a beautiful life. We may all try to 
do something to make the world better and yet we may 
not become famous! 

There are beautiful lives all around us, the people 
who quietly do the right thing and their duty day by day. 

Think of Mother! We don’t have to remind anyone 
that her’s is a beautiful life, do we? Does she ever think 
of herself? Is she ever tired doing for others? 

All around us are others helping us day by day by 
unselfishness, doing for others 

The teacher who gives of all her best to help boys 
and girls grow up in the right way, is not her’s a beauti- 
ful life? 

What about the doctor, who is always ready to 
answer our call, who gives his best to save lives, who 
is many times a hero without looking for the world’s 
praise? 

What about nurses; about firemen and policemen, 
ready to risk even their lives for our safety; about 
many workers who give us the necessities of life? 

Can you think of any others? Let us name some. 

2. Let us also remember that beautiful lives are al- 
ways those given to others in service. A beautiful life 
can never be selfish. Whenever we do for others we are 
living a beautiful life. And no life is really beautiful 
that does not give itself to others. 

3. Boys and girls can live beautiful lives. We need 
not want to grow up to serve. 

Even tiny three-year-olds can help! Carrying in the 
newspaper, answering the door, many little services can 
be given by them. 

Older children can do much to help and serve. Help- 
ing with tasks at home, errands. You can name many 
ways in which you can help. 

And Juniors have many chances to live beautiful 
lives; obedience at home, application to the duties of 
school, faithfulness to work in the Church, in Sunday 
School and Junior League. All these are ways to begin. 

Jesus, when He was 12, said, “Wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business.” How many of us 
are? 


December 12, 1937 
SOME BEAUTIFUL LIVES IN THE CHURCH 


Use the Teacher’s Manual and the Junior Topics Booklet No. 
5, “The Child and’ Beauty.’ Also use the Junior Topics Booklet, 
“The Deaconess.” Make this_a “program” meeting, inviting several 
to talk to the Juniors...If a missionary and deaconess cannot be se- 
cured, ask the Life Service Secretary of your District to present that 
part of the work. 


Suggested Procedure 


Opening Worship—Conducted by Juniors 
If I. Were a Pastor—A talk by the Pastor on his work, the prepara- 
tion necessary, etc. 
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Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me” | : 

A Day With A Deaconess—Exercises by the Juniors, from parts of 
program in the Junior Topics Booklet, ‘“The Deaconess 

What a Deaconess Does—Talk by a Deaconess 

Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be” of. 

A Missionary and His Work—Talk by a missionary on what a 

‘ss gee pe ad 
mn: ‘Flin ut the Banner” Lae : 5 

Cid acta by a Junior (use material in Junior Booklet, “The 
Junior and Beauty”) stressing thought that these beautiful 
lives should be an example to us. 


December 19, 1937 
AIMING HIGHER 


A Course for Juniors, on World Peace 
(By Mary E. Propst) 
Materia's: “Broken Guns,” by Eleanor H. Brainard; paper 50 cents, 
cloth $1.00. 
‘“Aiming Higher,” 
using “Broken Guns.” 


by Mary E. Propst. Helps for leader 
Price 15 cents. 


Session III 


References: “Aiming Higher,” pages 19-22,.Sessions III and IV. 
Select the portions which are best suited to your particlular 
group and the time allotted for the session. 3 

Preparation: Assign to the Juniors Scripture readings and other 
features of the program. Plan to display objects that come to 
us from other lands: a rug from the Orient, a piece of china, 


a bit of silk. : 
Suggested Outline 


Call to Worship: Psalm 111:1-4 a : 

Hymn: “My Country Is the World.” Page 10, “Aiming Higher.” 

Scripture Verses (repeated by four Juniors): Luke 2:14; Matthew 
5:9; Galatians 5:22; Mark 12:30, 31 

Discussion: The Cost of a Battleship. Better ways to spend the 
money. (If possible have sketched on blackboard the cartoon on 
page 46, “Broken Guns.’’) 

Recitation: ‘‘Whether Your Shell Hits the Target or Not” 

Speak of the beautiful and useful things that come to us from other 
nations showing the objects that have been gathered. Ask the 
group to pray silently, thanking God for friends of other lands 
and gifts that come to us from their countries. How can we 
so readily fight people we once appreciated? Use such portions 
of the chapters on war-profiteering and propaganda as are suit- 
able. (‘Broken Guns’’) 

Sentence Prayers: By the Juniors 

Hymn for the Nations (page 12, “Aiming Higher’’) 

Activity: If the Picture Map of the World has been started, plan to 
place a picture of your own Church at the proper space on the 
map, draw red ribbons from this picture to our mission fields 
at home and abroad. Discuss ways in which our missionaries are 
working to “build the road of peace.” 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


December 26, 1937 
CHRISTMAS 
(A Christmas Program—Christmas Around the World) 


Worship 


Scripture: The Christmas Story from the Gospel of St. Luke. 

Prayer: Sentence prayers by the Juniors, thanking God for His 
great gift and for the joys of Christmas and our chances to spread 
the Christmas message around the world. 

_ Leader’s Thoughts: To whom was the first Christmas message 

of good will given To whom was this message to be given? 
(“Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.’’) 
: (Put up a large sheet of cardboard and print this message on 
it. Have pictures added_of all the various nations of the earth, and 
below print, ‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, good 
will toward men.’’) 

How can we send thése good tidings of good will into all the 
world? What are the tidings! “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son" at Christmas time to save us, so that 
we may live forever. He did this for all people. Anything we do to 
send this message round the world is spreading good will. How can 
we do this? 

_ Pray. All can do this. Prayer helps in many ways. Many 
missionaries have been able to carry on their work because some 
one has been regularly praying for them. 

a Send Bibles. Sending God’s word is surely telling the message. 
God’s word is the one great message of salvation. 

Send _ gifts. This. shows our love for others. Many things are 
needed to keep our missionaries at work, to start Churches and Sunday 
Schools, to build hospitals and Churches and schools. 

Help our missionaries. We can ptay for them, sen i 
learn of their work and tell others. ad i a hee 


_ Go as missionaries when we grow up. The Church needs mis- 
sionaries. They are her messengers of good will. 

(Let the Juniors name some other ways in which they can hel 
spread the Gospel of Jesus.) id ia 


Prayer: That each Junior may help to spread the Christmas 
message. ; 
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; The Meeting 

Have the Juniors arrange a series of tableaux showing the cus- 
toms im different lands. ;Let the Juniors plan these themelves. Inter- 
sperse with stories and hymns. 

‘ he Christ, as customs of other lands, may be pictures. ‘‘Yule- 
tide In Many Lands’’—Pringie—may be borrowed from the library. 
This gives the customs of many lands. 

,, Add the thought of what some of the other nations give us: 
Silks, teas—Japan; music—Slovak countries; paintings, Sistine Ma- 
donna, etc.—lItaly; Christmas customs, tree gifts—Germany; gift of 
America, the message of Jesus. 

Intersperse with Christmas carols: Germany, ‘Away In A 
Manger;” England, “God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen;” France, 
“The First Noel;” Austria, “Come Hither, Ye Faithful;’? America, 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

The children may arrange costumes if desired. A set of ‘“Cut- 
outs—Children of Many Lands,” will give hints for costumes. 
(United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, 
Pa.) The various fashion magazines also have designs for children’s 
masquerade costumes that can be utilized. Dennison Manufacturing 
Company also have ideas for crepe paper costumes. 

The Little Dutch children may trip in and place their wooden 
shoes before the fireplace. The German children may dance and sing 
around the Christmas tree. The Italian children may show a “Manger 
Scene” (a project which the Juniors have worked out). Each nation 
can worked out by the Juniors. Each group should give a few 
facts about the observance of Christmas in their land. Here are a 
few facts. 

Belgium and Holland: Here the children do not hang up their 
stockings, but put out their wooden shoes instead, hoping that the 
good _ Christmas saint, riding on a white horse, will fill them with gifts. 

_ In Bohemia the Christmas angel is accompanied by an imp who 
gives out switches and the naughty children only receive gifts on 
their promise to do better. 

In England there are Christmas customs handed down for hun- 
dreds of years. There isi a Christmas dinner—not with turkey and 
cranberries—but with a boar’s head on a large silver platter and 
the English» plum. pudding: which adorns every English feast. Christ- 
mas carolling comes to us from England, too. Mistletoe is an 
English custom, a reminder of the great forests in which the old 
Druids once worshipped. The great event is the bringing in of the 
Yule log: 

Come, bring with a noise, 

My merry, merry boys, 

The Christmas log to be firing; 
While my good dame, 

She bids you all be free 

And feast to your heart’s desiring! 


While the Yule log burns there are games and Christmas stories. 

In France Christmas or ‘‘Noel’’ is the children’s day. It is a 
great religious festival for them. The children place their shoes about 
the fireplace. The biggest decoration is the ‘“‘creche’ or manger 
scene, arranged by the children. Placed on a table, with a large 
star above, tiny carved figures to represent the old, old story, form 
a beautiful scene. The little French children say ‘‘Joyous Noel’ 
(pronounced something like this: j-wah ye no ell). It means the 
same as our Merry Christmas,’’ only it hints of the real meaning 
of Christmas; it means “good tidings.” 

Germany has, perhaps, given us more Christmas customs than 
any other land. The Christmas tree—and what would Christmas be 
without a tree?—-comes from Germany. No home in Germany is 
complete without it; no home too poor to have a brightly-lighted 
window and a bit of green elaborately decorated. Giving of gifts 
also began in Germany, largely. The celebration starts on Christmas 
Eve when the tree is set up, candles lighted, all the presents are 
hung upon the tree, and old and young gather round and sing: 


O hemlock tree! O: hemlock tree! 
How faithful are thy branches! 
Green not alone in summer time, 
But in the winter’s frost and rime, 
O hemlock tree! O hemlock tree! 
How faithful are thy branches! 


(If it can be arranged, have one of the Juniors sing ‘‘O Tannen- 
baum” in German.) 

A “Krippe” or Christmas scene is also set up. The parents give 
presents to the children and St. Nicholas brings candy and nuts to 
all good children. Many family reunions and much visiting takes 
place during the holiday. Christmas Day is the time for the big 
Christmas dinner. ‘‘Pfefferkucken,’’ or pepper cake, is the little 
German children’s treat, 

Italy has gifts for the poor. Every Italian tries to give some 
presents to some one poorer than himself. All must go to Church 
and then comes the good times. Fish and macaroni are their turkey. 
“Tortini,” an Italian candy, is as necessary to little Conchetta as 
our holly wreaths. The “presipio,”’ or manger scene is also an im- 
portant part of the Christmas decoration. 

In Ireland no door is ever closed on Christmas Eve. A candle 
is left burning near the door that the Blessed Virgin may find 
her way in, and in the early evening carols are sung by way of 


_ welcome. 


In Mexico there are parties and the “Nacimiento,” the manger 
scene, is arranged. Each child hastens to do a good deed to others, 
which is an ancient custom. There will be chestnuts in plenty and 
other Mexican goodies. The festivities last from December 16 to 
24, and; then comes the Church services. 

In Norway Christmas really begins the day before. In every 
household there is polishing and baking of sweet cakes and cooking 
of fish, which takes the place of turkey. A beautiful fir tree is set 
up in the largest room and straw strewn around it because Christ 
was born in a stable. The children give each animal in the place 
a bit of Christmas feast and tie a sheaf of oats to the roof of the 

ouse, singing: 
sho — From gable, barn and stable, 
. We'll set the birdies’ table, 
Spread with a sheaf of corn. 
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: In Puerto Rico there is no Santa Claus, but the children believe 
in the Three Kings.’ On January 6 the children all receive presents. 
Everyone wears new clothes and there is general merrymaking. 

In Russia everyone waits for the shining of the Christmas Star. 
The children gather round the windows and as soon as the first 
bright star is seen they shout, “The Christmas Star shines.” The 
tree is lighted and all come to the Christmas supper. Afterward 
there is singing and dancing and merrymaking. 

In South America Christmas extends over a week. There are 
great feasts, parades, and merrymakings. In some of the countries 
of South America Christmas comes in the warmest weather of the 
year, and instead of snow and holly and lighted trees they set off 
fireworks. But everywhere in the Churches and in the homes is the 
model of Bethlehem and the stable, with the Christ Child, Mary, the 
animals, the Wise Men and their gifts, and on the hills the shepherds. 

_In_ Spain, too, there is the Manger Scene. The children put 
their shoes on the balcony and returning from Church, find them 
filled with gifts. 

; In contrast to all this merry-making, in Hungary Christmas Eve 
is regarded as a holy time and all festivities cease, the theatres are 
closed, and no meat is eaten. 

In Norway the gifts are always disguised—hidden in layers and 
layers of paper, in all sorts of curious shapes. A beautiful custom 
is the scattering of seeds, bits of suet, and other morsels of food to 
the birds, that they, too, may be happy. 

In Greece the children put down their wooden shoes, filled with 
straw, and then hurry down early Christmas morning to see what 
Kris Kingle has hidden them. 

How many of our Christmas customs can you find in these things 
which the boys and girls of other lands have? 

And really what makes Christmas? Why do we have these 
good times? What comes first Is the little Babe of Bethlehem first 
in our hearts? Will we be in Church on Christmas? 

In all we do, all our joys, our gifts on Christmas Day, will He 
be first? Will our happiness all’ be because of our joy over God’s 
great gift? If so, then our Christmas will be a happy one. 

And what of those other girls and boys who do not know about 
the first Christmas, who have no Christmas Day? The children of 
Japan, India, China, Africa, India? And all the other lands that do 
not know about God’s great love? Can we not as part of our 
Christmas, help to send them the message? 

After the Christmas scenes have been acted, have a number of 
children in costumes of our mission lands (Japanese, Chinese, Hindu, 
American Indian, etc.) each appear and make a plea for Christmas 
for the boys and girls of their land. 


Closing Prayer Service 

One of the Juniors, as leader, may make the petitions and the 
Juniors with bowed heads in silent prayer pray for each group as 
mentioned : 

Dear Father, we thank Thee for Christmas ; 

We thank Thee for the Babe of Bethlehem, who came to earth 
on the first Christmas; 
4 Help us to send’ the message of Christmas to other boys and 
girls ; 

We pray for the children of all nations; 

We ask that they may love Thee and be Thy children, too; 

And that we may help in sending to all the Christmas message; 

We pray for all the children of our own land; 

For the children in the cities; 
children in the country; 
For the children of Mexico, and the children in the snowy land 


the children of other lands who have come to our 
country; : 

For the children in the mountains; 

For the Indian children in our land; 

And for all the boys and girls in our land; 

We ask Thee to be with all the children of other lands; 

To help our Juniors in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, as 
they learn of Thee; ae . 4 

To be with the children of England as they join in the Yuletide 
‘oy: 

: With the little French boys and girls as they seek their Christ- 
mas gifts; 

With’ the children of Germany as they gather around their 
Christmas trees; - ; 

With the Ttalian children as they stand before their Christmas 
mangers ; i . 

AWith the children of Spain, of Holland, of Belgium, of Russia, 
of Austria, of Hungary, as they hurry to Church to hear the Christ- 
mas message; ; E ‘ 

With all the children of Europe at this happy Christmas time; 

Especially do we ask Thee to bless the children of those who 
do not all know Thee; ; : 

Bless our missionaries and all who are telling the message of 
Christmas in different places around the world; 

Bless whatever we can do to help them; 7 

Help the girls and boys of Japan and be with them ; 

Bless the boys and girls of India; 

The children of South America; 

The boys and girls of Africa; 

The children of China; : 

Bless the children» of all the.countries of the world where Thy 
dear mame is not known and where the story of Bethlehem is not 
hear; , 

Bless al the children of the world everywhere ; ’ 
Help us to send these boys and_ girls the things that will help 
them to know Thee; 

Help us to pray for them; 

Help us to send them Bibles; ees 

Help us to work for the missionaries in every land ; 

Help us to go as missionaries if we can, when we grow up; 

Help us to send good will around the world; ; 

These and whatever else we should ask at this happy Christmas 
time to spread the good tidings of great joy we ask in Jesus’ name. 

en, 
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THE LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 


Christmas! A magic word to these little ones! Their recollec- 
tions of their first few Christmases will last throughout their lives. 
And the great privilege is ours of telling them of the Greatest Gift— 
God’s Son. Make the most of it. : 

The “Little Lord Jesus,” the visit of the shepherds and the Wise 
Men, the sharing of the joys of Christmas, can be made very real 
to these babies and around these themes the whole work should center. 

Plan now for all your Christmas activities, if you have not 
already done so. 

; Por handwork order any of these from the United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
‘ Christmas Story Handwork Color Cards, 15 cents 
Holy Night Panel Posters, 50 cents 
The First Christmas, a Cut-out, 75 cents 
Christmas Story Panels 'to Paste, Cut and Color, 50 cents 
What Does Christmas Mean? 25 cents _ 

Do not fail to have the little ones do something for others. Let 
it be something concrete in which they actually see the good they are 
doing. They like to bring gifts and give them to other children, of 
older folks. : 

Have a Christmas tree for them, if at all possible. 

Order Christmas pictures from the Publication House or the 
Perry Picture Company, Malden, Mass. 

Cut red bells or silver stars from paper. On these mount, each 
week, one of the half-cent size pictures of Christmas, from the Perry 
Picttire Company. Tie all together and let the little ones take 
these home after the meeting nearest Christmas. 

Red stars, with pictures of the Christmas story, cut from old 
Christmas cards and tied together with Christmas ribbon, can be made 
by the Little Leaguers also. 


December 5, 1937—THE SHEPHERDS 


Use the material in the Pamphlet, ‘Progress For The Little 
Leaguers,” under ‘‘The Shepherds,” ‘ 

Gather all the shepherd pictures you can find to use in this 
meeting. 

Review. the Good Shepherd story to introduce the lesson. 

Have someone sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem” for them, 
and talk about the town, the hills, the shepherds watching them and 
tell them how much this hymn shows that the people wanted the 
Little Lord Jesus very much. 

The little booklet, “‘Everyland Children, The Little Lord Jesus,” 
will give you some attractive stories to tell. 

“The Announcement to the Shepherds” may be shown to these 
little ones, if it is explained carefully. A still better picture is ‘“The 
Arrival of. the Shepherds’”—La Rolle. 


December 12, 1937—-THE BABY JESUS 


Use the material in the “Programs For The Little Leaguers,”’ 
under “The Baby Jesus.” 

Build up this week’s program around the Little Lord Jesus. No 
happier privilege and greater opportunity can be ours than telling 
these little ones of the Bable of Bethlehem. 

Use tne picture, ‘‘The Madonna of the Chair.” 
with the thought of mother’s love and care. 

“Everybody’s Brother,’ by Margaret Tarrant, is another picture 
you should use some time during the Christmas season. 

_ “The Star of Bethlehem,” also by Margaret Tarrant, will be 
enjoyed by the 5, 6 and 7 year Little Leaguers. 

- Of course, you will want to sing “Away In a Manger.” A 
good way to teach this to new little ones is to write out the hymn 
in big letters on large sheets of wrapping paper, one or two lines on 
a_ sheet, and putting on the sheet a picture to illustrate the lines. 
The pictures will help the little ones learn the words. 

Select stories telling of the Baby Jesus. ‘‘The Baby Jesus” in 
“T Wonder,” by Albert Mukres, is a fine one for the smallest ones. 


December 19, 1937—THE WISE MEN 
Use the material in the “Programs For The Little Leaguers,” 
under “Wise Men.” 

Use the poem—- 
’ What can I give Him, 

Poor as Ll am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb, 

If I were a wise man, 

I would do my part, 

Yet what can I give Him, 

Give Him my heart. 


Start the lesson 


—Christiana Rosetti 
F Tell the story of the Three Kings bringing gifts to the Baby 
esus. 
_ Sing the Christmas hymns the little ones know at the appro- 
priate time in the meeting. 
The story “Presents For The Baby Jesus,” from “I Wonder,” 
Munkres, fits in splendidly with this meeting, 


December 26, 1937—A CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Arrange a Christmas program with these little ones for this 
meeting. 
...Do not have a set program of recitations memorized by the 
little ones, and a number of “exercises,” or have the children “on 
show.” Let them merely go over the Christmas Story as they have 
learned it, and share it with others. 

Invite the parents and another group of children, or the con- 
gregation if desired. 
: Review the past four week’s lessons. Have the little ones tell 
in their own words the story of the Babe, the angels, the shepherds 
the w'se men. , 

Have them sing “Away in a Manger” and any other Christmas 
carols they know. As the Christmas story is told at the proper time 
repeat. the Bib.e verses they have learned. 

Have on display any handwork which they have made. If they 
have made a Manger Scene, let a number of the little ones explain 
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it to the visitors. If posters and scrap book work has been done, do 
likewise. They take a pride in their work. 


Use Christmas pictures generously through the program. Let the. 
little ones tell the story of those they know, and have one or two 
new ones as a surprise for the little ones. 


Also tell Christmas stories. Have a new one ready to tell to 
the children. Let them gather in a circle as you tell it. 


At the proper time in the program have your-plans for shar- 
ing with others. If gifts are to be given to others, have them placed 
beneath the tree. If stockings are to be filled, have everything 
ready. If nothing else can be done, have a number of Christmas pic- 
tures on hand and some bright. sheets of colored paper-and let each 
child paste some pictures on a sheet. Assemble the sheets into a 
scrap book and send to some sick child. 


HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL 


Love God and keep His commandments, 
thus you fulfill the law. 

Be Tolerant—Respect the other person’s, religion 
and good viewpoint. 

Be Noble—Protect the innocent and those less 
fortunate than yourself. 

Be Faithful—Good, hard work will always 
bring its own reward. 

Be Ambitious—Aspire to the highest and. loftiest ideals. 

Be Practical—Put some of that good book 
knowledge into practice. 

Be Courageous—Stand by your own convictions 
when you know you are right. 

Be Kind—Resolve to make at least one. person happy 
each day. ; 

Be Clean—It does not cost any more to be clean and 
wholesome. 

Be Original—Appreciate the joy of creative power. 

Be True—First to yourself, then you will never be false 
to any one. 

Be Studious—You will never be lonesome if you associ- 
ate with good books. 

Be Respectful—Heed the good advice of an older per- 
son for experience makes the master. 

Be Thrifty—Save during prosperity and you will never 
know. adversity. 

Be Moderate—Enjoy the good things in life bu using 
discretion, 

Be Progressive—Claim the privilege of advanced 
achievement, 

Be Good—lIt will help solve lifes problems in the 
better way. ANNA SIEBEN 
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How To Be Successful 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, 
Registrar 


George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


_ Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 

majors in eight fields of concentration, 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 


Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopolitanism 


Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


| 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


for the year 1937? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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* Surprisingly Different ¥ 
nn 
te For pasting and preserving your memories of Luther League Trips, Conventions, Socials > 
and Other Gala Occasions. Newspaper Clippings and New Ideas can 
be fittingly saved in this Memory Book ‘ 
z = 
a PRINTED WORDS CANNOT CONVEY TO YOU THE . 
MARVELOUS BEAUTY OF THIS MEMORY BOOK wd 
oP, 
Seventy-five leaves of heavy, durable cover stock. Ten additional pages of Buff Ledger Paper 
: for writing of autographs. Outside cover is Nine and One-half inches wide by Sixteen inches long. 
It is made of beautiful imitation brown leather, over heavy binder’s board. Lettering and Luther ~ 
a League Seal in gold are beautifully embossed as seen in the illustration. The whole book is tied 
is together with a Twenty-four-inch cord and tassel, made in the five Luther League Colors—Black, 
Red, White, Blue and Gold. Title page is specially printed for identification. Boxed in green box and \ 
‘eb, securely packed for shipment. And the price is only $5.00, postpaid and insured, east of the Missis- 
‘ sippi River ($5.50 west of the Mississippi River). Unless check or money order accompanies your 
2 order, book will be shipped C. O. D. with postal charges added. t 3 
AN IDEAL AND APPROPRIATE GIFT FOR YOUR PASTOR, 
= DEACONESS or LUTHER LEAGUE PRESIDENT 
Designed and For Sale only by 
. 
Ci 
Ihe Luther Press 
e 
A) 429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


